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After all the hype, is 

Hercules any good? 

21/COMMENT 

Suzanne Moore: So 
we re all liberals now 


One pint driving limit 

Britain came nearer to a one-pint drink drive limit 
yesterday. British ministers signalled their broad 
support for EU plans for a new European-wide drink 
drive limit of 50 mg per 100 ml. The proposal, tabled 
by Neil Kinnock, the transport commissioner, is meant 
to help cut Europe's 45.000 annual road deaths. The 
new level is already being dubbed “more than one and 
you’re done". Page 12 

Whistle-blower speaks 

The woman who battled for a decade to expose the 
full horrors of child abuse at homes in North Wfaies 
told a judicial inquiry yesterday that whenever she 
complained she found herself in hot water with 
colleagues: “It was like having a sniper behind the 
wall." Alison Taylor was die social worker who blew 
the whistle on the country’s worst case of child abuse, 
first drawn to public attention by reports JpT7ie 
Independent and The Independent on Sunday, fag/e 3 

Rail tickets cost more 

Hundreds of thousands of commuters into London 
will face fere rises of up to 5.3 per cent, well above 
the inflation race in July, which was expected to be the 
benchmark. Eight rail companies have been allowed to 
impose higher fares because they did better than their 
performance targets. The Increases have infuriated rail 
campaigners, who point out that die previous 
government had promised that key fares would be 
"pegged” below or at inflation. Page 12 

Dario Fo ‘esterrefatto’ 

Dario Fo, the Italian down-playwright and master of 
agit-prop theatre, has been awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Literature. His best-known play is probably 
Accidental Death of an Anarchist. But what does 
‘esterrefatto’ mean? Page 10 

HRT users reassured 

V More than one million women who are taking 
;t hormone replacement therapy were re-assured 
r yesterday that the link with cancer should not worry . 
them too much. Scientists concluded from a 
substantial study that the treatment will do them more 
good than harm. But It isn’t a simple equation: women 
who take hormone replacement therapy have a small 
increased risk of developing breast cancer wh.ch 
increases the longer they are on the drug. Page 5 

SEEN & HEARD 

fc would ba feir to assume you knew «ery*ing about 
your spouse after 75 years. But when John Marshall, 
.%opuneTwta he assumed was a birthd* .art for 
wife, also 98. he discovered a telegram tat the 
Queen, congratulating Ina Marshall on her 100th 
birthday. Mr Marshall was pragmatic yesterday. It 
wasn't the done thing in those days to m*ry M 
woman. I've no regrets but I stil. find * hard take m 
'that lam actually her toy boy." Mrs Marshall^ 
unrepentant. "It doesn't really matter now *• IT 
she grinned. “After all. I've got hint as a toy boy and If I 
get fed up With him. ril just look for another one. 
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Michael Portillo: My apology 














U The party became 
associated increas- 
ingly with the most 
disagreeable messages and 
thoughts _ Tories were linked 
to harshness: thought to be . 
uncaring, about unemploy- 
ment, poverty, poor housing, 
disability and single parent- 
hood; and considered indif- 
ferent to the moral arguments 
over landmines and arms 
sales. We were thought to 
favour greed and the unqual- 
ified pursuit of the free mar- 
ket. with a “devil take the 
hindmost” attitude. 

Second, we abandoned 


almost completely the quali- 
ties of loyalty and the bonds 
of party without which par- 
ty effectively ceases to exist. 
Some of this was ideological. 
Passions about the future of 
our country rightly fired peo- 
ple up, but wrongly led them 
to attack and despise their 
colleagues. Part of it was 
egotistical. There were MPs 
anxious to oblige whenever 
the media came looking for 
dissent, seizing the opportu- 
nity to be famous for IS min- 
utes. But now we are out of 
government, their views are 
sought more rarely, and their 


once-famous faces are fading 
in the public memory ~ 
“Third, we were thought to 
be arrogant and out of touch. 
Much of it may have been no 
more than persona) manner- 
isms that grated on the pub- 
lic after years in office. Some 
of it was insensitivity - using 
the language of economics and 
high finance when peoples 
jobs and self-esteem were at 
stake. And when people 
looked at the composition of 
our party, they thought it too 
elderly, or too vulgar, or too 
out of touch in vocabulary and 
perceptions, or in some oth- 


er way, unfamiliar and unrep- 
resentative. 

“Fourth, there was sleaze. 
I did not believe all that Con- 
servatives were accused of. 
Even today, I do not think that 
wrongdoing was any more 
prevalent in our party than in 
others, and I expect the rot- 
ten boroughs of the Labour 
Party to prove as much in 
coming months. But it was 
certainly bad enough. Sleaze 
disgraced us in the eyes of the 
public. Their perception was 
of corruption and unfitness for 
public service. Such distaste- 
ful perceptions can endure and 


do us damage for a long 
time. 

We should face these issues 
head on and deal with them. 
The last years profoundly 
disappointed our supporters, 
and disgusted many others. 
Those of us who were in the 
parliamentary party, and those 
of us who were in the Gov- 
ernment, bear a particular re- 
sponsibility. gfc A 






Michael Portillo, former defence 
secretary, speaking to a fringe 
meeting at the Tory conference 
in Blackpool last night 


And what’s the new Tory 
idea? Caring and sharing 


William Hague and Michael 
Portillo promised a new caring, 

• sharing Tory party, tolerant and 
.open to all-comers. Our Political 
Editor observes the first stage 
of the Conservatives* 
modernisation project. 

The buzz-words of caring, compassion, 

- magnanimity, humanity and tolerance be- 
came the mood music in Blackpool last 
night. The new leader, Mr Hague, and 
the Thalcherite leader-in-waiting, Mr ft>r- 
tfllo, united around a New World mes- 
sage for the faithful at the party 
. conference. 

; Just as Labour was forced gradually 

■ to- jettiroh. tts image as a Euro-phobic, 
.b^jh-tax, nuclear-disarming and union-" 
: dominated gang of socialist militants over 
i the past 15 years, Mr Portillo last night 
\ began the. delicate task of dismantling the 

harab, hard-faced impression left with the 
voters after 18 years of Conservative gov- 
ernment. 

But mixed in with the apologies there 
were a number of statements and sug- 
gestions that will dismay voters who have 
long regarded Mr Portillo as a bogeyman 
, of the Thutcherite Right - and who saw 
his defeat in Enfield Southgate as the 
highli ght of election night 

Mr Portillo said the best companies 
were those that treated their employees 
•best; it was. laughable to describe the last 

' government “as a mad worshipper at the 

: • shrine of the free market"; Labour would 

■ bring no improvement in stattis or pay for 
» ihpmilKfms woridng in puWc services; die 
■.past 15 years have seen great improve* 

; ments in job secariiy: the instinct for so- 
li dal cohesion was vital for Conservatives; 

[ and the Tbries were decentralisers by na- 


ture. “None of us would wish to live in a 
grabbing and inhumane society made up 
of greedy and selfish people," he said, at- 
tacking a caricature of Conservative gov- 
ernment. “Our enemies may have sought 
to attach such people to the Conserva- 
tive Party, but they have nothing in com- 
mon with our beliefs." 

The man who was humbled by the vot- 
ers in his safe seat in north London on 1 
May returned to the Tbry stage at a con- 
ference fringe meeting organised by the 
Centre for Policy Studies with a speech 
which also marked the first step on his 


BY ANTHONY 
BEVINS 


road bad: to Westminster. He told the 
meeting that the Conservatives needed 
to show social compassion towards groups 
lake single parents, toleration for tbe “spaa 
of human relationships*’, and attention 
to the “human capital" of business. 

Mr Portillo also took the opportuni- 
ty to pledge his support for Mr Hague, 
saying the new leader had every right to 
expect public and private loyalty. “If he 
does not get it," be said, “we stand no 
chance of being re-elected. He has 
shown that he will lead. Now tbe party 
must show that It can be led." 

But The Independeni has been told drat 
new leadership election rules now being 
considered by the Tory backbench 1922 
committee will make it well-nigh im- 
possible for any challenge to be mount- 
ed against Mr Hague before the next 


election - with the opposition of 40 per 
cent of MPs being required before any 
further contest can take place. 

Capitalising on his new-found strength 

- with the full and loyal endorsement of 
the party in the country and of the con- 
ference activists, Mr Hague’s colleagues 
said last night that he would he spelling 
out his vision of a caring, sharing, open 
and tolerant party in tbe traditional 
wind-up speech to the conference today. 

In one passage of bis proposed text, 
he says: “1 want to talk to you about my 
kind of Conservatism ... I want to tell you 
about a democratic popular Conser- 
vatism which listens and is determined 
to show it cares." 

Echoing Mr Portillo’s message that 
money is not the be-all and end-all of 
Conservatism, he plans to say that his kind 
of Conservatism “believes that freedom 
is more than economics ... that freedom 
doesn't stop at the shop counter. 

“I want to tell you about a changing 
Conservatism that acknowledges its mis- 
takes but I also want to tell you about a 
proud Conservatism that has served this 
nation well, and win do again." 

But Mr Hague also shares with Mr 
Portillo a new tolerant tone towards the 
sexual revolution, saying in media inter- 
views last night that he did not believe 
ministers should be. sacked for sexual 
indiscretions. Mr Portillo also said that 
the party had to deal with the world as 
it was: "... old taboos have given way to 
less judgmental attitudes to the span of 
human relationships.” 

In deference to his own party elders 

- like Baroness Thatcher - he added: 
“There remain many other people to 
whom the new norms seem all wrong ... 
Still, tbe party never rejects tbe world that 
is. Tblerance is pan of the Tbry tradition." 

Conference reports, pages 6, 7 
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It’s simple: invest in 
bricks and mortar. 
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%... COLUMN ONE P EOPLE 

Along came the spiders 
and sat down ... all over 

i rwKKo^ dl3U c „ u f u, ? ,n for the S^den spider. The backyards, 

mill inns nf tHp V h'^ L Bntaiaivave festooned with hundreds of 

midroos of their big webs, up to a yard across. 

i s P'^ ers ’ ^ bodies up to an inch long, wait fear* 

m j- 6 m C ° t ^ ese * that their sheer size and sticky 

my birds ^ than. They seem quite un- 
pe ^S >6d ** hu ™ aQS ’ to °? “nless you actually give them a poke, 
n ^ 0t more , around ^ year than there are normally,’’ said 

David Clarke, keeper of invertebrates at London Zoo. “That’s due to 
suan y> ^ weather we’ve been having. They've done extrcme- 

For meat of the summer the spider„4raneusdiadematus, (below) scut- 
tles around the gardens of Britain barely noticed. That is because until 



UPDATE 


POLICE 4^ 

. .. s! v. \ 

Deaths in custody on the increase , 

Fifty-seven people died white in police custody in the year up to NfanSi-yr. 
1997, a 14 per cent increase on the previous year. • 

Seven of the deaths were of black people, and sax of these were in the , 

Metropolitan police area, the Home Office’s annual bulletin on police o3oi- 

1 plaints and discipline Tevealed.This is the .first year that the ethnic mom- ~ y . 
toring of deaths in custody has been recorded. Only last week an inqbest y.y 
returned a verdict of unlawful killing on the death of a Gambian asylum- 
seeker at an east-London police station. The 29 inquests completed at the 
time of the report found seven deaths to be due to natural causes, one open. g£ 
verdict, thre e misadventure verdicts, 15 accidental deaths and two suicides.. ££ 
. Only 377 officers were disciplined, with 65 choosing to resign or retire be- : y 
-fore charges were completed. A further 77 were dismissed- . • t ' ■ 

“■* ' v Chief constables have complained about the difficulties in sacking of- ; . . 
ficera and are pressing the Home Office to reduce the burden of proof ; y 
required to do so. The number of officers convicted of criminal offences - 
dropped by 15 per cent from the previous year to 2 22. Of the 22^00 comr -.y.: 
p lain ts made against the police S34 were substantiated — an 11 per cenL'.s 
increase. There were nearly 60,000 commendations. 

— Jason Bennetto: 


Brave bees: Josie Russell with her teacher, Lynda Roberts, and fellow pupils Photograph: PA 

Josie’s mentor named as teacher of the year 


the autumn both it and its webs are fairly small. But, come September 
and October, the spider has undergone its final moult, and, if it catches 
plenty of insect prey in its webs, reaches its full size. The females’ ab- 
domen becomes swollen with more than a hundred eggs. The males, as 
is often the way with spiders, are much smaller. 

The females spin big webs, up to a yard across, banging them between 
shrubs and fences. They wait, fearlessly, in the middle of these. 

In the next few weeks they will lay their eggs, wrapped up in a pack- 
age of silk, and then most will die - although a few can overwinter. The 
eggs will hatch out in the warm spring weather. 

Far from being alarmed by the spectacular spider boom, people ought 
to welcome the big webs for trapping the vast numbers of insect pests 
still on the wing. 

The species is also known as the holy cross spider, because of the cross- 
like white markings on its abdomen. Its legs cany black and while bands 
and its colour is grey brown, sometimes with orange markings. The spi- 
der is found throughout the British Isles and is one of the most common. 

None the less, the zoo has had many inquiries from people convinced 
the big spider is an exotic, and possibly deadly, import from the tropics. 
In fact it is harmless to humans. 

Mr Clarke rejects any suggestion that the spidery autumn is a sign of 
global wanning. “There are usually loads of them when wc get these warm 
autumns," he said. In any case, this year’s display is probably over now. 
with the rain and wind of the last couple of days washing and blasting 
away their webs. 

— Nicholas Schoon 


The school teacher of Josie Russell, the 10-year- 
old who survived a hammer attack which Id! led her 
mother and sister, has been named teacher of the 
year in recognition of her role in her former pupil's 
recovery. 

After the attack in July last year, Lynda Roberts 
recorded stories and poems for doctors to play to 
Josie. whose severe head injuries damaged her abil- 
ity to communicate. 

The teacher’s voice was one of the few to which 
the child responded. 

Once Josie had returned to the classroom at tiny 
Goodneslone Primary School near Canterbury, 
Kent. Lynda created new lessons to ensure that the 
injured girl was accepted by her classmates, who were 
also struggling to come to terms with the tragedy. 

Josie and her father Shaun travelled from north 
Whies, where they moved earlier this year, to a cer- 
emony in London yesterday. Josie presented her 
former teacher with the award together with an 
£8.000 bursary for school funds. 

Lyuda, who was nominated as teacher of the year 
by head teacher Daryl Peek, bad to tell her young 
pupils about the attack which devastated their vil- 
lage, and then break the news that their classmate 


was critically 31 in hospital. Among the schooTs pupils 
were Lynda's own son and daughter. 

“It was definitely the worst day of my life," Lyn- 
da said yesterday. “I just thought about my own kids. 
I knew I was going to destroy their lives ... We were 
looking after young children so we bad to contain 
the pain and fear within ourselves. We had to be 
strong and try to make the pupils feel our school 
was still safe." 

When Josie left hospital and returned to lessens 
last November, Lynda used her experience of spe- 
cial needs leaching to “read" her face, recognising 
distress in her eyes. 

She also tried to encourage her pupil to say her 
name. "On her last day at school, just before mov- 
ing to Whies, Josie walked up to me and said ’Lyn- 
da' for the first time. It was the best present anyone 
could give me. I just hid my tears.’' 

Lynda, who was described by her headmistress 
as an exceptional teacher, was selected from more 
than 1,000 nominations for the award by a panel 
of representatives of all the major teaching unions 
and organisations in Lhc United Kingdom and 
Ireland. 

— Lucy Ward 



Virgin feels the crunch over DJ Evans’ breakfast show 
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Kellogg's Cornflakes has with- 
drawn sponsorship of Virgin Ra- 
dio's breakfast show because the 
programme's new presenter, 
Chris Evans, does not fit with Kel- 
logg's "family values" image. 

The sponsorship, which re- 
portedly would have been worth 
£4m to Virgin over a number of 
years, started at the beginning of 
this year when the breakfast show 
was hosted by DJs Russ Williams 
and Jonathan Coleman. 

The two DJs - known as Russ 
and Jono - were unceremoniously 
dropped by Virgin when it signed 
a deal last week worth £lm for 
Chris Evans (right) to lake over 
the breakfast show from Mondays 
to Thursdays. 

An insider at J Walter Thomp- 





son. the advertising agency which 
did the sponsorship deal, said: 
“Well, you only have to ask: Is 
Chris Evans' brand personality the 
right fit with Kellogg's brand per- 
sonality? His risque nature is at 
obvious dissonance with Kel- 
logg’s family values personality." 

Evans starts his morning show 
next Monday, the same day that 


television presenter Zoc Ball and 
DJ Kevin Greening begin hosting 
Radio l’s revamped breakfast 
show. 

John Pearson, managing di- 
rector of Virgin Radio said that 
the cereal manufacturer had not 
pulled money out of the station, 
only the breakfast show, and a new 
sponsorship deal is being negoti- 
ated for another part of the 
schedule. Sources at Ine station 
also vigorously denied th3t the 
sponsorship, which included joint 
advertising campaigns and on- 
pack promotions, is worth £4m. 

Russ and Jono have complet- 
ed a week of negotiations with Vir- 
gin Radio and have agreed to take 
over the evening “drivetime" slot. 

— Paul McCann 


RELIGION . : A 

Evangelism calls to churchgoers 

Congregations have grown in more than half the country’s evangelical church- . 

es, according to a survey published by the Evangelical Alliance UK yes- 
terday. -V’- 

The alliance, which seeks to reflect the views of a million churchgoers - 
from more than 12 denominations surveyed 3.000 member churches and . ; 
found that 53 per cent bad grown in congregation size in the past year. . .. 
Just over a third remained static, while 12 percent lost members. Half of ; ^ 
the churches reported a rise in child attendance, with one third saying there ,W 
had been a rise in church-going among youth in the past year. 

— dare Gamer . 

Et^RONMENT 

All is not rosy in the Garden 

London's Covent Garden Piazza was yesterday condemned as cluttered, 
over-commercial and unsightly. Twenty-three years after the fruit and veg- _ 
etable market moved out. the piazza, with its designer shops and pave- - ., 
menl cafes, has become a victim of its own success. . - 

Some 40 million people a year visit Covent Garden to shop, socialise . .’j 
and promenade among street entertainers. But a damning study com- 
missioned by the bodies collectively responsible for the area suggests cafos . 

and commercial greed are destroying the special character of the piaZza. . 

Pavement cates, maximising trading space beneath a canopy of corporate 
umbrellas, are the worst offender. Geoffrey Holland, leader of the Greater ™ 
London Council's original restoration team and chairman of the Covent • ■ 
Garden Area Trust, said: “Views across the market square ... have .been 
lost and the whole area is in danger of losing the special quality that has 
made Covent Garden so popular." The study was commissioned jointly 
by the Trust English Heritage, Westminster City Council and Guardian 
Properties who manage the market building. _ 

— Stephen Goodwin 
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Sky’s the limit as Selina moves 
onward and upward 
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by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 



Selina Scott, the woman whose 
salary had more figures than her 
(alk show had viewers, is re- 
portedly '‘considering various 
offers" from broadcasters keen 
to sign her up in the aftermath 
of her departure from satellite 
broadcasters liSkyli. 

A spokeswoman for Ms 
Scott. 4b. said it would be in- 
appropriate to talk about the 
new offers while she negotiates 
her departure from BSkyB. hut 
claimed thul broadcasters in the 
UK and abroad were interest- 
ed in signing up the former ITN 
news reader. 

However industry experts 
said yesterday that while Ms 
Scent had tried just about ev- 
erything in television present- 
ing she will have a hard time 
matching the £lm a year she 
was paid in host a chat show on 
Sky One. “Witch this space." 
said Caroline Harwood. Ms 
Scott's assistant. 

Ms Harwood said there 
were no hard feelings between 
Ms Scott and BSkyB and 
claimed that her departure had 
nothing to do with low ratings 
for her revamped chat show? 

Ms Scot t was hired last year 
by outgoing BSky B chief exec- 
utive Sam Chisholm to present 
a nightly ceiebrity chat show. 
However the show struggled to 
ullraci high-profile guests and 
at one point viewers had fallen 
from over 100.000 to h.fXHJ. 

Ms Soul’s salary has moved 
inexorably upwards in a career 
that has seen her move from the 
north of Scotland ITV broad- 
caster Grampian to ITN, llrvak- 
fast Time. The Clothes A/aw and 
to America. Despite her success 
she him been a repeated target 
for unkind comment in the 
British press. 

— Paul McCann 
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No glamour 
for Disney’s 
sweatshop 
toilers 


i'J 


Hercules , Disney’s latest 
animated film, opened 
in London last night. 
Glenda Cooper, Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
contrasts the glittering 
premiere with the wage 
of £2 a day paid to 
Haitian workers who 
make Disney products. 
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The charity World Develop- 
ment Movement (WDM) yes- 
terday accused Disney - symbol 
of all-American wholesome- 
ness - for making huge profits 
in the United Kingdom and the 
United States while buying 
from sweatshops in places such 
as Haiti. 

Disney spent £22m market- 
ing //erndes in the US, the char- 
ity says. Women sewing Disney 
T-shirts are being paid 17p an 
hour while Disney’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Michael Eisner, earns 
£6,250. To raise the daily wage 
from £1.35 to £2.81 as the 
workers wish would cost Disney 
just 4 per cent of the money al- 
ready taken from Hercules. 

Disney, however, says there 
is another side to the story: the 
company complies with all the 
applicable laws. And in a coun- 
try where 80 per cent of the 
population are unemployed, 
jobs are few and hard to come 
. by. “Companies moving out - 
that is definitely not what the 
workers want," said Charles 
Arthur, of the. Haiti Support 
Group. “We wish they would 
send more orders. But they 
want to have their rights to a 
union respected.” 

Haiti is one of the poorest 


countries in the world.' The min- 
imum daily wage has been set 
at 36 gourdes (£1.35) since 
1995 but inflation is running at 
117 per cent per cent Factory 
workers often share a bag of 
charcoal costing 20 gourdes 
(75p) because they cannot af- 
ford to buy it themselves. Food 
can take another half to one- 
third of the daily wage and even 
daily transport fares take out 
150-250 gourdes for a single 
journey. 

More than half the daily 
wage is spent on rent and 
women paid on a Friday often 
do not have any money left to 
buy food for their children by 
Sunday, so they are forced to 
survive on loans. 

In September, interviews 
were conducted on behalf of 
WDM with workere from three 
factories in Haiti: LV Myles; 
Buddy, Villard and Fauhert 
(BVF) and Classic. Ail three 
are subcontractors for Disney 
products. 

More than 20,000 people 
work in assembly plants, one- 
third of which produce clothes 
for Disney, mainly women's 
and children's wear, and 90 to 
95 per cent of the employees 
arc women, most of them 

young and single and many with 

several children to support. 

The report concluded that 
factories are keeping wages 
down to the lowest level legal- 
ly allowed; forcing workers to 
accept overtime with little ad- 
ditional pay, sacking workers 
who join unions and refusing 
sickness and maternity leave. 

The employees are paid ac- 
cording to work quotas, which 
they say are too high- Those 
who make the quota can have 
a bonus which raises their dai- 
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ly wage to 50 gourdes (almost 
£2) but workers reported that 
those who did not make their 

quotas were suspended for two 

pr three days or even replaced 
by new workers. For sewing a 
£19 garment, a Haitian woik- 
. er receives just under 5p. 


One woman sewing sleeves 
said that there were 50 gar- 
ments in a packet and to make 
the quota she has to produce 35 
packets each day; 1,750 gar- 
ments a day. ... 

Conditions were also criti- 
cised. One woman from BVF 


described that in their factory 
serving hundreds of people 
there were three lavatories for 
women, of which two were 
blocked. 

The same woman said that 
as far as water facilities were 
concerned, the workers were 


supposed to drink from a tank 
thar has not been cleaned since 
the factory opened two years 
ago. Recently, a dead toad was 
found in the tank and a man 
who went to the management 
to complain about this was 
fired. Workers now carry their 


own work-time drinking water 
from home. 

people also complained U — 
their workplaces had inade- 
ouatc ventilation. A woman 
^ing at LV Myles said the 
woxfceis had asked for a cafe- 
teria because at the moment 
thew have to eat standing up m 
the road outside the factory. 

-Improving conditions in 
these factories is not a Herculean 
f?c fr Disney can well afford to 
rive is workers a fair deal," DM 
campaigner Aditi Sbanna said. 
-Disney's Code of Conduct 
claims to recognise workers’ 
rights but the Haitian workers 
have never even heard of it-” 

But trying to get rid of such 
factories altogether is not the an- 
swer, experts warn. Haiti is less 

dependent than it was in the mid 

Eighties when up to 120X100 peo- 
ple were employed in factories. 
James Ferguson, a researcher at 
the Latin American Bureau, 
said. “But in the capital, partic- 
ularly for women from the poor- 
est shanty towns with large 
families to support, it would be 
pretty disastrous if companies 
moved out. There’s nowhere 
else to go to look for a job " 

A spokesman for the Disney 
Store said yesterday: “Disney is 
extremely careful about the 
conditions under which its 
products are made and always 
operates within the particular 
employment, health and safe- 
ty and environmental laws gov- 
erning each country. 

“In Haiti an inspection and 
review has demonstrated that 
we are adhering to all applica- 
ble laws and policies; workers 
who make Disney licensed 
goods do so in decent condi- 
tions and are being paid above 
the local rnf T" m| t’ m wage-" 
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At last, Alison Taylor tells how she 
exposed years of child abuse 


FILL IN. 


The woman who has 
battled for a decade to 
expose the foil horrors 
of child abuse at homes 
in North Wales was 
finally able to tell her 
story to a judicial inquiry 
yesterday. Roger Dobson 
heard her evidence. 

|.l-r B 

Alison Tbytor, who was then a 
social worker and is now a 
writer, spent most of the day 

qBfctiyielling her story and des- 
cribing how her complaints 
and warnings went unheeded 
-for years; 

After She made one com- 
plaint, a care porker tele- 
i phoned her to say. “How could 
-you do such a thing, we thought 
1 you were our friend.” 

MrsThylor, aged 53, was the 
soda! worker who blew the 
whistle on: the country’s worst 
case of child abuse, one which 
was first drawn to public at- 
tention by reports in The Inde- 
pendent on Sunday and The 
Independent. 

- she told the inquiry to Mold 
that 66 another occasion when 
she told a senior care worker 
that a girl was being sexually 
abused, tht girt; was moved 
elsewhere. 

Mis Tfcylor, who was sus- 
pended in January 1987, 



Allegations: Alison Taylo r 
Mew the whistle on country's 
worst case of child abuse 


months after she had given 
the police the names of six dul- 
dren who had allegedly been 
abused, said that Gwynedd 
county council would not admit 

to having a problem. 

Mrs Thylor yesterday be- 
gan giving her evidence to the 
North Wales Child Abuse Tri- 
bunal which is now in its 10th 
month. She said: “When I re- 
turned from training, children 
were being transferred to my 


home and I was receiving more 
and more complaints from chil- 
dren about the abuse and ill 

treatment they had suffered and 

which they had seen others 
suffer. By the autumn of 1985 
Gwynedd county council would 
not admit to the existence of a 
problem, the problem of mis- 
treatment of children. 

1 reported on an assault in- 
volving an alleged head injury. 

I made a written report to Lu- 
cille Hughes [then director of 
Social Services] and the re- 
sponse 1 received was an in- 
surance claim for the boy and 
a telephone call from [a care 
worker] saying: ‘How could 
you have done such a thing, we 
thought you were our friend’." 

Mrs Taylor added: “That 
was the end of the matter. 1 did 
not have any acknowledge- 
ment from Miss Hughes of the 
complaint-" 

Asked by Ernest Ryder QC, 
what happened after she made 
the complaint she replied: 
“Nothing as far as the assault 
was concerned, but I think 
shortly afterwards you will find 
that I was in hot water yet again 
over something. The pattern 
seemed to be that if I made a 
complaint then something 
would happen to me, it was like 

having a sniper behind the 
wall.” She added: “I finally de- 
cided that enough was enough, 
that was the last straw. I could 


not condone this environment 

any longer and 1 realised 1 had 

to do something. What 1 could 
do was severely limited be- 
cause it was clear that the 
director wasn’t interested.” 

On another occasion she 
said that a giri had complained 

that a member of staff had had 

sexual intercourse with her. 
“She bad been in care for a very 
long lime and her behaviour 

was a cause for concern, but we 

didn’t know why. She became 
suicidal at times. Then she told 
me she was being sexually 
abused and I reported it. She 
was transferred but continued 
to make allegations and the 
next I heard she had been 
transferred to a secure unit in 
a hospital- 

“I think she was shined to 

keep her quieL As for as I know 

there was no investigation. 

In 1986 Mis Thylor made a 
statement to police about nam- 
ing six children who had al- 
legedly been assaulted. In 
December of that year she was 

told to stay away from work and 
was formally suspended in Jan- 
uary 1987. A disciplinary hear- 
ing was held and she was 
dismissed, but an agreement 
was later reached at an indus- 
trial tribunal. 

In 1991 Mrs Thylor compiled 

a dossier of 75 separate alle- 
gations which she presented to 
the police. 


Klimt castle sold for £l4.5m 


A saleroom battle between two Mtos toft 

the London art market agog yesterday 
. — ^npnfal landscape by Gustav 
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- more than double the expected price. 

It ms the highest ■“ P<“ d ^ 
tore at auction in London smee 1988, the 

highest in the world this year and a record 

SShntwashoW^^ 
mas, Emilie Floge. on theshore of Late 
MterseeTnear Salzburg. The four other 

the celebrated senesarem 


national museums in Vienna and Prague. 

Christie’s experts had expected the 
Vienna artist’s work to fetch “to excess* of 

£&n"but were taken by surprise by the final 

price. Bidding began at £3 ; 7m but rapid- 
ly climbed during three minutes of tren- 
ded actional the King Street salesroom, 
London. One of the bidders wasalihe 

salesroom and the c^ber, who '^tbectoe^ 

was an anonymous P bo “ e - bld fSi' 

“The previous record for a KHmt was 
£9m so 5»e price is astonishing said a 

Christie’s spokeswoman. ... 

Bora to 1862 , Klimt was Austria s prin- 
ciple Art Nouveau painter but took up a 


more realistic style before his death in 1918. 

A drawing by Michelangelo was also ex- 
pected to fetch millions. Unveiled in Lon- 
don^; will be offered for sale in New York 
next January for an estimated £4m. Christ 
and the Woman of Samaria, one of the few 
drawings by Michelangelo remamtogm pri- 
vate hands, has been consigned for sale by 
the Martin Bodmer Foundation in Gene- 
va to establish an acquisition fund. 

The powerful 17-inch by 13-inch black- 
chalk study of two figures is among the 
largest in scale of any of Michelangelo s 

d ^ a “ P,forhi l!^Ge«h«n 
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Irvine opens up entry 
route for judges 


Long overdue reforms of the 
procedure for appointing judges 
were unveiled yesterday by the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Irvine. But 
Patricio Wynn Dams thinks his 
changes could have been more 
far-reaching stiff. 


Lord Irvine unceremoniously dumped 
Labour's long-standjiig proposal for a 
Judicial Appointments Co mmiss ion yes- 
terday. along with a promised consultation 
exercise- on its potential benefits. 

Instead, High Court appointments will 
be advertised, he wfll ensure there are more 
flexible arrangements for those star ting out 
in the lower reaches of the judicial system, 
and an annual report will be presented to 
Parliament on the operation of ihe 
appointments system. “In the light of my 
proposed measures and other substantial 
priorities facing my department ... I have 
decided not to proceed with further work 
on a possible commission but to concen- 
trate on making those changes I regard as 
most urgent," be said in a press statement. 

Lawyers reacted favourably to the mea- 
sures, as far as they go. Lord Irvine has also 

promised to consider whether an Om- 
budsman should hear complaints from 
those who believe they have been unfair- 
ly treated by the appointments process. 

However, the practice of selecting High 
Court judges on the basis of secret “sound- 
ings'’, or “consultations”, rather than ob- 
jective selection criteria wfil continue. 
Equally critically, the Lord Chancellor has 
no plans to reappraise the system for ap- 
pointing QC&, or “sflks", the principal route 
to high judicial appointment but one 
which fails to reflect increasing numbers 
of suitably qualified women at the Bar. 

Lord Irvine's snap announcement pro- 
voked astonishment, moreover, among 
representatives of women and ethnic mi- 
nority lawyers with whom he had recent- 
ly set up a joint working group specifically 
to discuss High Court and QC appoint- 
ments. The first meeting, to discuss terms 
of reference and attended by two Lord 
Chancellor's Department officials, took 
place on 22 September at the Law Soci- 
ety. The first full meeting has been sched- 
uled for 20 October. 

Josephine Hayes, chairman of the 
Association of Women Barristers, said; “I 
am astonished at the announcement in the 
light of the timetable we had planned.” 

Ms Hayes, 42, unsuccessfully applied for 



Josephine Hayes: Concerned about 
the U-tum Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 

an assistant recordership last year, along 
with more than 1,000 other applicants. She 
said: “We regret this sudden decision to rule 
out a Judicial Appointments Commission 
without any apparent consultation with 
informed groups. Lord Irvine has done a 
U-turn. We are gravely concerned at Lord 
Irvine's decision to continue the secret con- 
sultations procedure. It is contrary to 
good recruitment practice and an obsta- 
cle to the full participation of women and 
ethnic minorities.” 

Jenny Staples, chairman of the Associ- 
ation of Women Solicitors and another 
member of the working group, said: “The 
Lord Chancellor has only just set this group 
up. He hasn't waited to hear what we have 
to say. This secret way of appointing 
judges and QCs is not to women's advan- 
tage because we are not in the old boy net- 
work, Women and ethnic minorities will 
never achieve high judicial office without 
the introduction of objective criteria." 

The latest figures appear to prove the 
point There are 2.845 men at all levels of 
the judicial system and 306 women almost 
exclusively concentrated at the lower lev- 
els. There are just 15 non-whites. 


Yachtsmen tell of anguish as 
friend is lost after accident 

The two survivors of a yachting accident in the Bay of Biscay have 
told how they heard their Mend calling for help after their boat 
capsized, but were unable to reach him. 

Andrew Nurse and Robert Beggs spent more than eight hours 
dinging to their upturned life-raft after abandoning the craft late 
on Wednesday night. They were finally picked up by a coastguard 
helicopter at first light. 

Th^ shipmate -a 33-year-old so far been identified only as Ray 
-was washed away from the yacht in the Elay of Biscay, about 150 
miles off the French coast 

Mr Nuise, 33, eff KUbum, north-west London, said the three men 
were taking the yacht Ocean Madam from Malta to Plymouth. Af- 
ter they reached the northern Spanish port of La Coruna, they ran 
into seriously bad weather, he said. 

Speaking from Brest Militaiy Hospital in Brittany, where he and 
37-year-old professional yachtsman Mr Beggs, from Plymouth, are 
recovering, he said: “It was blowing a force seven or eight gale and 
then it went up to nine, and the waves were massive. 

“The yacht just flipped right over onto its roof. I was panicking 
because the cabin was fining up with water and I didn't know how 
to get out Everything was flying about the cabin. It was chaos. 

Mr Nurse and Mr Beggs- both members of the Tferritorial Army, 
like the missing man - managed to set off an emergency beacon 
to alert coastguards, and got into the boat’s liferaft “Ray” was be- 
lieved to have gone missing when the craft turned over. 

“Tlie worst thing was listening to Ray blowing his whistle, and 
not being able to see where he was or work out what direction the 
sound was coming from.” 

Later the men had to ding to the raft when it too was upturned. 
“It was bitterly add, and we were trying to keep warm, but the adren- 
alin was pumping so hard I barely noticed how cold I was. I just 
wanted to live." A helicopter was called out, but was unable to reach 
them until it was light enough to locate them. 

BBC ready for 24-hour news 

BBC 24- hour television news was yesterday given the Government 
green light for a launch next month. The service will be seen first 
by 1.5 milli on viewers in five cable areas and on BBC1 overnight. 

The Government licence for the £30m-a-year service, called BBC 
News 24, was the last hurdle to be crossed before it could go on 
air. The first fruit of the BBC’s plans for new digital services, BBC 
News 24 runs ahead of the digital age itself. 

Satellite and terrestrial digital services have been delayed be- 
yond their expected launch this autumn and will now become avail- 
able next year. 

Last word on ‘Britannia’ future 

George Robertson, the Defence Secretary, will announce today 
whether the government plans to reprieve the royal yacht Britan- 
nia, whose future has been in doubt for many months. 

Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, has already ruled out spending 
public money on a new or refurbished yacht, but a number of or- 
ganisations have bid to take it over and to run it as a museum, ho- 
tel or conference centre. 

A new yacht would cost around £60m and the running costs would 
be between £6ra and £12tn per year. Britannia is due to set off on 
a voyage around Britain a week on Monday which has been de- 
scribed as her last, but a Ministry of Defence spokesman said last 
night that this might not necessarily be the case. 


Nanny’s murder trial 
told of classic injury 




The doctor who treated baby 
Matthew before he died tells the 
US trial of Briton Louise 
Woodward there was no earlier 
injury and the fatal injury took 
force - It was no accident. 


Injuries from which the nine-month-old 

baby in the care of the British nanny Louise 
Woodward died showed classic signs of 
child abase, her murder trial in the Unit- 
ed States was told yesterday. 

Defence lawyers for Ms Woodward, 19, 
of Elton, near Chester, have claimed that 
the beam damage suffered by Matthew Hap- 
pen could have been the result of an old, 
undetected injury. But on the third day of 
the (rial consultant Dr Robert Barnes yes- 
terday told the Middlesex Superior Court, 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts: “This is 
not an old injury. I see no evidence there 
was any previous injury.” 

Dr Barnes, neuroradiologist and con- 
sultant to the child-protection panel at 
Boston’s Chil dren’s Hospital, said the mas- 
sive injuries were caused dose together and 
“wi thin minutes or hours” of brain scans be 
carried out shortly after his admission to the 

hospital. He ruled out a gende shaking, a toss- 
ing on a bed or a fall in the bathroom as a 
cause of the brain injuries. “It would certainly 
have required much more force,” he said. 


He also ruled out a fell on the stairs said 

to have been suffered by Matthew the day 
before he was admitted to hospital as a- 
cause of the brain damage. “This is a ck " 
sic picture of shaken impact head injury 
seen with non-accidental trauma,” he said. 

There were angry scenes in the court- 
room as Dr Barnes dashed with defence 


atrorneyeany ■»**«*. 

examine him. Mr Scheck asked him: Let . 
us assume on February 4 there was no im- 
pact." The doctor said: “That’s a hard one 

to assume.” . . V 1 

MrScheck then asked him: To assume - - 
there had been some prior bleeding in the .. . 
brain, causing Matthew to have difficulty 
breathing." Dr Barnes replied: “That is not ' 
what happened.” . _ . • 

Mr Scheck shouted at him angrily: .■ 
“Were you there?", before Judge Hiller Zo- - - 
bel intervened to order both men to be .. 
silent. 

TWo medical experts conceded on 
Wednesday that the injuries suffered by 
Matthew could have been days or weeks : 
old from some of the medical evidence. Dr : 
Barnes said there was nothing in the brain 
scans he carried out to suggest that, but he 

admitted analysis of a blood clot removed 
from Matthew’s brain which was not kept : : 
could have been “helpful”. 

Ms Woodward denies the charge and 
faces life without parole if convicted of first-. • ~ 
degree murder. The trial continues. . ' -j 
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Fears for missing doctor 
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Police said yesterday they were “very con- 
cerned” for the welfare of a casualty doc- 
tor who disappeared from his home in the 
middle of the night, leaving only a jumbled 
message. Matthew Choyce, 34, left his 
home in Newcastle upon Tyne shortly af- 
ter getting up to fetch a glass of water at 
4am on Tuesday. His car was later found 
abandoned near a beach at Tynemouth. 

His wife, Jane, 30, also a doctor, said 
he had become depressed after wrestling 
with the issue of what direction his career 
should move in. Dr Choyce is a trained sur- 
geon and a senior registrar at Sunderland 
Royal Hospital and the couple have been 
married for two years. 

Spokesman for Northumbria police, 
who are heading the search, said: “He's left 
a lovely wife and a good career. There were 
no problems with die marriage as far as we 
know. 


“We don’t think he was actually think- 
ing straight when he left the bouse. It just • -. : v .4 

causes concern that he’s an educated inaa . -*: £ , 
and it’s very unusual for him to walk out. 
of the house and just abandon the car, so' - 
we’re very concerned about him." ; 

Police were yesterday continuing a . :'- 
land and sea search of the area, as; it ' J 7 
emerged that he had tried to track doWn. 
a society of old schoolfriends at Eton just 
hours before be went missing. 

Dr Choyce had rung bis father. Pro-, 
fessor Peter Choyce, 78, on Monday 
evening, asking him to help him find 
numbers for the Old Etonian MedjraL. if. If:' 
Society - a group of former pupfls, agea r : .«.'^;i , ‘.-i- : 
20-80, with an interest in medicine. Pro- , -; £>. ■■ 
fessor Choyce said his son had sounded^ 
“pretty normal” and that a message fo»*££..| 
ic the car was not “a dasacal suicide note? .7 ^ . . 

— Jojo Mayef^r,'/ 1 
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3 flights a day from London Luton 
Daily flights from Liverpool 



London Luton to 

Amsterdam 

Barcelona 

Edinburgh 

Aberdeen 

Inverness 

Glasgow 

Liverpool to 

Amsterdam 


^ £29 

ft™ £49 

from £29 

from £29 

from £29 
from £29 


from 


£35 


easyJet 

Call 01 582 700 004 anytime 

A|L . . . *£39 fare available for travel until 15/12 

All tares single exd. tax. 




Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DONT LIKE. 
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When you have a problem, it's (he 
most natural thing in die world CO want 
to talk ii through with someone. 

Sometimes, chough, this creates 
another problem: who's the best person 
to confide inf 

An obvious choice would be a dose 


the very problem you want to discuss. 

That's where The Samaritans can be 
useful. We're more discreet than your 
best mate, we'll listen as carefully as 
your girHriend or boyfriend, and we Ye as 
sympathetic as your family. We're also 
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friend. But let's face ft, we don’t always 

“cranely experienced. 


choose our friends for their amazing 

Our nacfonal number fs 0345 90 90 90 . 

■ . 

powers of tact diplomacy and 

and you can e-mail us on 

. A • -1 * , 

discretion. Tell one person, and you may 

Jo@samaritans.org or visit .our 

_ _ . *. f • ■; 

end up telling the world. 

homepage at www.samarrtans.oTg. 

■ ■ 

You may be lucky enough to be able 

We’re available 24 hours a day, every 

■ . ’ " * : ? v 

to aBt to someone in your family Then 

day of the year. 


again, you may be one of the large 

And you don't have to be dithbing 


number of people who find talking to 

up rite walls before you call us - any ■ - 


your nearest and dearest agonisingly 

kind of problem, big or small, is a good 

I ■ • .L‘ r A 
-■ • - ■ A- »• 

embarrassing. 

enough reason to pick up the phone. 

■ ■ - 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can. 

Call now. Youlf find we're 

great. But sometimes we don't want to 

remarkably easy to talk to. 

; _ r_ : 

expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

The Samaritans 



And sometimes your relationship is 
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Women having HRT 
treatment get more 
benefit than harm 
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Scientists yesterday 
reassured more than one 
^ million women taking 
hormone replacement 
therapy that the 
treatment is likely to do 
them more good than 
harm. Jeremy Law ranee. 
Health Editor, examines 
the results of a study 
into the link between 
the drug and breast 


Women who Lake hormone re- 
placement therapy have a 
slightly increased risk of de- 
veloping breast cancer which 
rises the longer they arc on the 
drug, researchers have found. 

When taken for five yean* 
-^starting around the age of 50. 

' * the drug is estimated U> lead to 
two extra cases of cancer in 
every thousand women before 
the age of 70. 

Professor Sir Richard Doll, 
the leading cancer epidemiol- 
ogist said the “extremely im- 
portant study” had established 
the precise size of the breast 
cancer risk but it remained to 
be determined what other 
benefits and disadvantages 
HRT had. “It mav well be that 


the benefits of reduced bean 
disease more than compen- 
sates for the increase in breast 
cancer. It could reduce the 

risk of heart disease by as much 

as 3U per cent.” 

The two extra cases in every 
thousand are on top of the 45 
cases that would anyway be ex- 
pected among women in the 
same age group not taking 
HRT. raising the total to 47. 
Longer use, over 10 years, is 
associated with six extra cases 
(a total of 51 compared with 45 
in the non-HRT group) and 
over 15 years with 12 extra cas- 
es (57 compared with 45). 

The findings are based on 
the most comprehensive review 
of existing research on HRT. 
Fifty-one studies from 21 coun- 
tries involving more than 52,000 
women with breast cancer and 
HIS.IKJ0 women without it were 
examined by a team at the Im- 
perial Cancer Research Fund’s 
epidemiology unit in Oxford. 

Professor Valerie Bcral, 
co-ordinator of the study 
published in The Lancet, said 
that HRT delayed menopause 
and it was known that women 
with a late natural menopause 
had an increased risk of breast 
cancer. “The issue is how- big 
are the risks and how do they 
compare with the beneficial ef- 
fects. There is nothing so bad 


in these results that women 
should stop HRT and nothing 
so clear that they can take it for 
ever. If they use HRT for a few 
years the effects on breast 
cancer are quite small." 

When HRT is stopped the 
excess risk returns to normal 
and “virtually disappears” in 
five years. Professor Bend said. 
Although the study examined 
only the incidence of the disease 
and not surv ival, the cancers 
that occur in women on HRT 
appear to be smaller than in 
other women, possibly because 
those on the drug are alert to 
the risks and detect them 
sooner. 

Cancer charities were yes- 
terday bracing themselves for 
a flood of calls from worried 
women and were bringing in ex- 
tra staff to run helplines. Run- 
ny doctors were being informed 
of the results. Professor 
Michael Rawlins, chairman of 
the Committee on Safety of 
Medicines, said in a statement 
that women taking HPT did not 
need to slop the treatment. “If 
you are concerned and want to 
know more, you should make 
a routine non-urgent appoint- 
ment with your doctor,” he 
said. All women should be 
aware of any changes in their 
breasts and report them to 
their doctor. 
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‘Depression 
lifted and I 
could cope* 

Jackie Rossington, aged 44, she has been 
on HRT for seven years, since having a 
hysterectomy in her 30s. “For me six efltra 
cases of cancer in women who have been 
on HRT for 10 years is still six loo many, 
she said. 

“1 knew so many women who have been 

diagnosed with breast cancer and it is always 
at the back of my mind. I am going to see 
my GP to ask whether I shouldn’t reduce 
the dose. The longer I go on with tt the 

more concerned 1 become.” 

Mrs Rossington, who is mamed witn 
one son and lives in Hemel Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire, said she had started the 
treatment after developing early signs 
of the menopause following her 

hysterectomy. . . 

“I was getting mood swings and pamc 
attacks. It was like having my mind turned 
inside out - even the smallest thing felt use 
climbing a mountain. When I Mrted i on 
HRT I fell a lot better. The depression lilted 

and I felt able to cope.” 

After a year she switched from nKi 
tablets to patches attached to skm- 
“Suddenly I put on a lot of weight I halved 
the dose but 1 haven't lost weight which is 

worrying.” . . 

Going on HRT was the right choice, 

she savs, because it allowed her to pull her 
life together. Bui staying on it is a more 
difficult decision. “You have to weigh the 
pros and coos. Life is a gamble and you just 
have to make your own assessment of the 
risks and thea cross your fingers. 

“In a ladies group I went to. sn 
women were picked up at breast screen- 
ing. two had operations and one died, u 
it can happen lo them, 1 thought it ran 
happen to me.” 

FF ^ — Jeremy Laurence 




Why smoking may help to lower the cost of health care 

" . „i„ ul nrlH to take fl 


Smoking is bad for your health, but it may 
be good for the health service. 
Researchers studying the costs of the habit 
have discovered that giving up may be just 
what the doctor’s accountant would not 
order. 

Although smokers have more diseases 
andmake.greater demands an the health 


service while they are alive, non-smokers 
live longer and cost more lo treat when 
they are old. It is cheaper for the health 

setvice if people die young than if they live 

to a great age. 

The study by researchers from Eras- 
mus University in the Netherlands,- found ■ 
that healthcar»eosts at a-giyen age are 


as much as 40 per cent higher for smok- 
ers than for non-smokers. If all smokers 
quit, health care costs would be lower at 
first but after 15 years they would become 
higher than at present. 

Life expectancy at-bnth for smokers is 
■ 69 7 formers and 75 .6 for Women but for 

non-smokers they are 77 for men and 81 .6 


forwomen. At age 70, 78 percent of male 
non-smokers are still alive compared 
with 57 per cent of smokers. At age 80. 

the comparable figures are 50 per cent and 

21 percent. 

The prospect of paying all those extra 

■ health costs and pensions may account for 
the reluctance of governments around the 


world to take firmer action against 

^lifetime health costs were calculated 
at $72,700 (£45,000) among men who 
smoke and $94,700 among women, com- 
pared with $83,400 among men who do 
cot smoke and $111,000 among women. 
Writing in the New England Journal of 


Medicine the authors conclude: “In for- 
mulating public health policy, whether or 
not smokers impose a net fin ancial bur- 
den migh t to be of very limited importance. 
Public health policy should be concerned 
with health. Smoking is a major health haz- 
ard-land! should be discouraged.” 

— Jeremy Lourance 
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Thatcher tweaks BA by its tail 


The eye fixed on o British Air- 
ways ethnic logo with a look 
which over the years has 
turned many a Cabinet min- 
ister’s knees to jelly. 

Then there was a roar. 
The “Great She Elephant” as 
Denis Healey once called her, 
was on the rampage. “We fly 
the British flag abroad,” she 
bellowed at horrified BA staff. 
"Not these awful things you 
are putting on your tails. It is 
absolutely terrible.” 

Her husband, Denis, stood 
beside her asking staff man- 
ning the BA stand: “For 
Christ’s sake, why can’t we 
have British designs?” He was 
told that some of them were. 

Baroness Thatcher’s anger 
had been roused as she toured 
the stalls at the back of the 
Blackpool conference centre 
by a new-look ethnic design on 
a toy aircraft on the BA stand. 


Lady Thatcher, who had 
enjoyed a standing ovation 
for appearing on the confer- 
ence platform, held up the fa- 
mous handbag as if to strike 
a blow for order, and rum- 
maged about Then she pulled 
out a handkerchief and tied it 
to the tail of the toy, covering 
up the offending image, before 
stalking off with Denis. 

British Airways said: "We 

are always delighted to welcome 
Baroness Thatcher to our stand 
or on board our aircraft Today 
we had a li ghth earted discussion 
with her about our new identi- 
ty, which we enjoyed.” 

The spokesman added: 
“Our research shows that 
around the world people like 
our new identity.” The peo- 
ple from the stand next door 
liked it even more. They were 
from Virgin Atlantic. 

— Colin Brown 



Rule change may 
protect leader 
from challengers 
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Conservative leadership 
challenges could 
effectively be barred 
under new rules being 
considered by the 
parliamentary party. 
Anthony Bevins , Political 
Editor, examines the 
backlash against 
disloyalty and disunity. 


On the dateThatcher flanked by Hague (right) and Parkinson Photograph: Tom Pilston 


More than 40 per cent of all 
Conservative MPs might be 
required to trigger future lead- 
ership challenges like the one 
that resulted in Margaret 
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Thatcher being ousted in 1990. 

jfig independent has been 
told that new rules being con- 
sidered by the Tory backbench 
1922 committee could create an 
insurmountable obstacle to 

future leadership hopefuls like 
Kenneth Clarke. With a num- 
ber of disaffected MPs hoping 
for the return of Chris Patten 
and Michael Portillo to the 
Commons, with a view to 
mounting a leadership chm- 
leoge to William Hague, the 
new rules are bound to create 
controversy in the Commons. 

After Baroness Thatcher 
was challenged, first in 19S9, and 
then, successfully, in 1990, the 
leadership rules were changed 
to make challenges more diffi- 
cult - demanding that at least 
10 per cent of all Tbiy MPS 
should request a conresL 

But one of the plans now be- 
ing considered by the 1922 
co mmi ttee would increase the 
strength of that safeguard four- 
fold - requiring 40 per cent of 
all MPs to vote against the 
leader in a fully-fledged vote of 
confidence before a leader- 
ship challenge could be un- 
leashed. 

That is such a severe hurdle 
that it could create a deterrent 
to a challenge. If a leader got 
less than two-thirds support of 
MPs and decided to stay on, as 
allowed under the proposed 
rule-change, the parly could risk 
making itself an electoral 


laughing stock. Certainty, gty- 
en the mood of this 
tv conference, the rank-and-fife , 
membership could be expect- 
ed to turn even more stropgty 
against the MPs for their 

destructive disloyalty. . 

A Conservative leadership 
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that the leadership election. 

“trigger”- which is now under 

the complete control of MPs 
could be one of the issues to be-, - 
examined in the final package, 
of reform proposals to be eon- 1 

sidered by a special party con- 
ference next spring. 

But he added that any pro- 
posals currently being consid- 
ered by the MPs was “not cast . 
in stone” - suggesting that they 
could, in turn, be subject to fur- . 
ther modification. 

In the most impassioned 
debate of the Blackpool con- 
ference week, rank-and-file 
representatives repeatedly 
called on Wxinesday for a rote 
in future leadership elections. 

The party leadership is cur- 
rently proposing that the mem- 
bership should be given a 
proportion of between 20 per 
cent and 40 per cent in a lead- 
ership electoral college, witb the 
majority of votes going to MPs 

However, Lord Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare received 
a standing ovation after he 
had called for a 50-50 split 
between the membership and, 
the parliamentary parly. 
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BLACKPOOL SKETCH: 
DAVID AARONOVITCH 


ink fairy sweetens 
William the orator 


All day William practised his speech. Tomorrow would see 
the climax of his conference at the Dunrulin nursing borae. 
Rumoure were rife that the local newspaper might even send 
its Youth Correspondent, Evadne Trott, down to cover this 
interesting event. So, Wflfiam. never to be found wanting when 
it came to determination, now positively shone with that qual- 
ity, its glow illuminating his young features. 

Even his schoolmasters could not have accused William 
of a lack of application as, methodically, he rehearsed his Great 
Addres. In the morning he concentrated on presentation, lock- 
ing bis bedroom door and positioning his bedroom mirror for 
maximum effect. For two hours he paraded in front of this 
looking-glass, trying to match his gestures to those of other 
great speechmakers, whose efforts he had seen captured on 
Path6 newsreel. Jenkins, his faithful Welsh collie, meanwhile 
curled up miserably on the bed, her great eyes full of reproach, 
whining gentty for thrown sticks and freedom. 

But William was deaf to her entreaties. He was entering 
vigorously into the spirit of addressing the masses, as repre- 
sented in his bedroom by the comer wash-stand. In alternate 
passages he entreated the wash-stand to greater effort, bul- 
lied it with new realities, opened its eyes to the wider world, 
praised it for its stalwart past and, almost tearfully, bade it 
follow him to its glorious future. 

No gesticulation was left untried. William sawed the air 
with his finger, and cleared - - 

his mantelpiece of ornaments 
with one great, commanding 
sweep of his arm. He stuck 
out his jaw to convey pug- 
nacity, raised his eyebrows as 
far as they 1 could possibly go 
to signify ironic amusement 
and - most gruesome of all 
- smil ed ferociously, as he re- 
ceived h& imaginary ovation. 

By lunchtime William was 
convinced that he had done 
as much as a boy could do, as 
far as style was concerned. 

Now only the content re- §i 

mained to be settled. Com- 
placently, he was sure that the decrepit inhabitants of 
Dunrulin would be happy whatever he told them. He would 
call for the compulsory culling of the over-sixties, and still be 
received by a tumultuous banging of walking sticks. But his 
mind was on that other, bigger audience, whose perceptions 
of his Address would be formed by the reporting of the 
formidable Miss Evadne Trott. 

So. the afternoon was spent in a damp comer of Farmer 
Jenks's bam. while the Outlaws thrashed out the messages 
to be contained in tbeir Leader's speech. For once the pres- 
ence of Violet Elizabeth, usually thought so soppy and wet 
as to he beneath even the expansive contempt of the Outlaws, 
was permitted. Grudgingly William bad been forced to con- 
cede that this tiny girl had somehow been granted insights 
denied to others. 

Violet Elizabeth, arrayed in a dress of pink and white, and 
resembling the sugar fairy on a Christmas cake, now took the 
floor. “I think your thpeech should be all about caring, WflHam, 1 
she lisped, “tho you should be compathonate.” Braving the 
derisive snorts of Howard, she went on: “People want more 
hothpitalth, more thchooltb, more pretty flowerth. They want 
to be nithc to each other, not nathty. They want to give their 
pocket money to thingle parenth, gay people, lethbianth, and 
beggarth. They do, William, I know they do. 

Howard could contain his wrath no longer. “We might as 
well be girls!” he exclaimed disgustedly. “Flowers and lesbians! 
We need to hang crim’nals, an* keep all our pocket money 
and play soldiers. Don’t listen to her!” He looked up at William 
expectantly. But his leader was faraway, lost in thought. 
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Why the YCs deserted 
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Having a ball: Young Conservatives dancing the night away at their annual conference soiree 


photograph: Tom Pilston 


This morning 1 woke up whh one of 
the most devastating hangovers of my 
life. Unfortunately, not even new 
Labour can provide a cure for drunk- 
en excess. 

The. reason for this was the annu- 
al Young Conservative conference 
ball. This event, even though enjoy- 
able is to an extent stuck in an era long 
past. Maybe this is even being recog- 
nised by the YCs themselves, with it 

becoming increasingly difficult to 
bring in young members. With an age 

base from 15 to 35 . it » difficult lo 

interest and entertain everybody. 

Still, they had a good uy at the ball, 
though at times the choice of music 
was. a little unusual. Traditionally, the 
event ends with a rousing chorus of 
“Land of Hope and Glory," followed 
by an emotional “God Save the 
Queen.” This year. "Land of Hope 
and Glory" was pushed from its reg- 
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m event used. 

This week there 

diehard hacks trying to “ eW0 * ** 

spUefhe fact that 

there to network with. 

been made to bring m new 

the first time, black be had become 

^butf^peoplehadlaken^ 

onLThe event was thinly poH 8 ^ ^ 
about I 20 youngmenindmnerpck’ 

cts. accompanied by about 30 

Bv the end of the evening the organ 

Si were waiving the £10 entrance 


the ball 


fee for any passing females who they 
could entice into the hall. 

The problem is that most young 
people these days do not really want 
to go to events like this. Discos and 
dinner jackets do not go together. At 
least the leaflets advertising this year s 
bash did nol bear the usual picture of 
a man and woman waltzing in evening 
dress. But the decision to replace this 
with something that looked like a Bur- 
ton’s catalo gue from the 1970s- a man 
with swept-hock hair - seemed a bit 
odd. It is clear we have a problem re- 
cruiting .voting people, but our mam 
opposition is nol Labour or the Lib- 
eral Democrats. It is nightclubs, pubs 
and cinemas. We need to offer a more 
vibrant alternative to draw people in. 
They may join now to have fun, bid 
many will slay to take pari in the build- 
ing of the party later. 

_ Gavin Wit bamson 


Cabinet wets 
rebel over 
compromise 
on Europe 
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A rebellion by the pro- tt 
European “wets” in ® 

William Hague’s Shadow a 
Cabinet marked the first a 
defeat for the right d 

wingers behind the 
Conservative leader. Cotin J 
Brown, Chief Political c 

Correspondent, says the a 
Euro-sceptics are ready I 
to fight back. 1 

- — ( 

A fresh split is looming in the 1 
Shadow Cabinet over the com- i 

promise policy to rule out a sin- j 

gle currency “for the foresee- i 
able future". 

The “wets" in the Shadow > 
Cabinet forced William Hague 
to retreat from his commitment 
that the Tories would oppose 
entry into a single currency for 
ten veais. . . 

But leading Euro-scepbcs in 

the Shadow Cabinet said the 
compromise could not last, 
and they are preparing for a 
showdown with the pro-Euro- 
pean frontbenchers who forced 
Mr Hague to back down. They 
are insisting on making it clear 
that Britain would stay out un- 
til 2007, the end of the nest Par- 
liament. . 

-We need to put some end 

dates in the policy. The com- 
promise wording is too vague 
i' and people are picking holes m 
■ it None of us know what it 
means. We have got to gel this 
settled and we are going to re- 
turn to it," said one Shadow 
Cabinet minister. # 

Some Euro-sceptics fear Mr 
Hague fa showing tendenoesto- 

SaSs compromise likeJoto 

Major and want the row re- 

opened at next 

meeting of the Shadow Cabinet. 

PetCTUU^theshadowcha^ 

ceUor, tried to paper ov«- the 

cracks yesterday, 

Tory conference m Blackpool 
SS some “good 

tives-beUevedentryaitoasi^ 

gle currency could ** “ 
^ Britain’s interests at so® 
f stage. But the divisions in the 
Stodow Cabihet.are so deqp 
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the Government calls a refer- 
endum, he will campaign for a 
“yes" vote for Britain to enter 
a single currency, in breach of 
a Shadow Cabinet line laid 
down by Mr Hague. 

The Tory parly leader has 
told Shadow Cabinet members 
that they will be expected to 

campaign for a “no” vote, while 

allowing Tory MPs, including 
Kenneth Clarke, a free vote on 
the issue. ' 

A referendum could also 
cause a tfilemma for other pio- 

European Shadow Cabinet 
ministers who forced Mr 
Hague to retreat over his pol- 
icy on the single currency. 

The first serious rebellion to 

confront Mr Hague was staged 

on the eve of the conference by 
Sir George Young, shadow de- 
fence spokesman, (Stephen 
Dorrell (education and em- 
ployment), Alastair Goodlad 
(international development} 
and Mr Curry. 

They dug in. their heels 
after being told die Shadow 
Cabinet had agreed to contin- 
ue with the policy of rulingout 
entry to a sin^e currency for 10 
years. The decision was reached 
at a meeting last week of the 
Shadow Cabinet in the Salis- 
bury home of Lord Oraubornc, 
the Tbiy leader in the Lords, 
and a leading Euro-sceptic. 

The four were absent from 
the meeting, and suspected the 
Euro-sceptics in the Shadow 
Cabinet were trying to bounce 
them into accepting a hard 

line against the euro. Mr Hague 

telephoned each of the four 
. individually to esplain tbepoi- 
. fey decision. . . . 

i They had do time to consult 
each other, but each made k 

5 dear to Mr Hague that the “10- 

year" formula would be unac-. 

1 cep table. A compromise was 
> Usbed together oven tbeweek- 
» . end, with Mr Hague faxing the 
J four Shadow Cabinet rebels 
_ with the wording of anew for- 
_ mula, that the Tbries would 
a oppose a single currency “for 
e the foreseeable future. 
e Michael Howard, the par- 
n ty*s foreign affairs spokesman 

E Mid leader of the Euro-sceptia 
o m Mr Hague’s team, agreed to 
the wording, butwas given the 
• s freedom, if pressed, to repeat 
is the “10-year" formula under- 
if pinningit. 
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•‘Choice brings progress Weca^ 
wak only when we allow one foot 

ro move in front of the other. The 

other foot then catches up and 
passes it" Michael Portillo 
god; back. to basics in a speech, 
to party faithful. 

■*1 Be women so much I have even 
<Je dded to marry one" Wfflfam 
Hague at a reception for Go^ 
senfl tive women. 

On the agenda; 

William Hague makes his big 

speech of the Week. ; V. 

I -[^conference ends at lundihme. 
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Glasgow murderer's Maze 
transfer sparks anger 

Until this week, 25-year-old Jason Campbell was simply known 
for a particularly nasty murder of a Catholic (UVF) football fan. 
Now his i mm inent move to a Ulster Volunteer Force wing of the 
Maze bas caused outrage in Scotland and Ulster among those who 
claim that it gives his crime false political “credibility". 

Two years ago Campbell slit the throat of 16-year-old Catholic 
and Celtic fan Marie Scotas he walked home past the Protestant 
Bridgeton area of Glasgow. The killer,.whose unde was a former 
UVF commander, was jailed for life. Despite apparent reluctance 
by the Scottish Office, Campbell’s transfer to the relative luxury 
of a “political" wing of the Maze has been pushed by the North- 
ern Ireland o ffi ce as one of a number of so-called confidence- 
buQding measures in the current peace taH^ , Yesterday became 
dearer why. David Ervine, of the Progressive Unionist Party, which 
has close links with the UVF, said the group had been keen to 
establish that the Government appreciated their ceasefire as much 
as that of the ERAs. “[The UVF] put their list forward ... and de- 
manded the Government act on it,” he said. He condemned the 
murder but said the transfer would reassure par amili taries. 

The move has been widely condemned by Scottish churchmen 
and MPS. Labour MF George Galloway described Campbell as 
an evil cut-throat who had left his victim to “bleed to death ... be- 
cause he was a Celtic supporter”. The Scottish Office said it un- 
derstood the public’s “great concern'' and insisted Campbell's life 
sentence would remain a matter for them. — Mkhod Streeter 

Listening in to spy talk 

Code messages to Russia from Harry FollitL leader of the British 
Communist Party from the Twenties until the Cold War. were 
systematically deciphered by the British Security Services, according 
to government papers released yesterday by the Public Record 
Office in London. Al the same time. Pollin' s personal secretary, 
Ann or “Olga" Grey, was one of the most valued agents of the 
Security Services arid helped smash a Communist spy ring. 

Thousands of the cryptic dispatches passing between the 
Moscow headquarters of the Co mmunis t International and its 
agents throughout Europe, including Pollitt and his acolyte the 
MP Willy Gallagher, have been released from 1934-37. Decod- 
ed by the government's Code and Cypher School, they used a 
coded alphabet taken from a book to give comrades directions 
on Kremlin policy, courier arrangements and notice of the ar- 
rival of funds for promoting revolution. — John Crossland 

Crayfish make for Skye 

Plans to grow freshwater crayfish at Skye’s only whisky distillery 
could give the phrase “a wee nip" a new meaning. A group of 
farmers is aimin g to use the hot water and barley grains from 
Talisker malt production to produce fast-growing crayfish for the 
Scandinavian sea-food market The shellfish grow to around four 
inches and look like small lobsters. Project leader Doug McLeod 
said: “The Finns have been trying to farm crayfish in ponds for 
years but the water freezes every winter. As a result the crayfish 
. . . take up to seven years to reach market size." United Distillers, 
which owns the plant at Carbost in southwest Skye, has initially 
welcomed the plan, and has offered spent barley grains as food. 

The mam hurdle is getting Scottish Office approval DavkiPhillifK, 

an invertebrate ecologist with Scottish .Natural Heritage, says a li- 
cence is needed to keep non-native crayfish. Crayfish can cross dry 
land to reach fresh water and there is concern that they could es- 
cape as imported American signal crayfish have done. Mr McCleod 
plans to use European northern noble crayfish, which he say s are 
“much more lethargic than their cousins”. — Neif Davidson 



Wordsmith: Roger McGough defying the traffic to read his work in Kensin^tw Hi^Str^tin 
London yesterday for National Poetry Day Photograph. Andrew Buumnan 
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Student reward for basic skills 


The Government wants to 
make sure that sixth formers 
qualify in the key skills of 
communication, number and 
information technology so 
beloved of employers. Lucy Ward , 
Education Correspondent, finds 
there could be money in it for 
those who do. 


Sixth formers who can prove their abil- 
ity with words, numbers and comput- 
ers could be rewarded with larger 
student loans when they go on to uni- 
versity under proposals being consid- 
ered by the Government. 

In an effort to encourage pupils to 
develop number, communication and 
information technology skills, still not 
formally required of A-level students, 
ministers have put forward a range ol 
possible incentives or penalties, which 
indicates the seriousness with which key 
skills are being regarded. They include 


offering an extra sum in loans to those 
who have qualified in key skills before 
university - a deal that may prove at- 
tractive to future students who will have 
to contribute towards tuition fees and 
cover their fixll living costs. Or key skills 
could be linked to A-level grading, pre- 
venting students gaining certain grades 
unless they had achieved a key skills 
qualification. 

The proposals come in “Qualifying 
for Success", a government consulta- 
tion paper on the future of post-16 qual- 
ifications, published yesterday. 

The document, which also asks for 
views on the development of an over- 
arching advanced certificate encom- 
passing A-levels and general national 
vocational qualifications, stresses that 
key skills arc not about setting right poor 
basic skills. It says: “They are about 
putting basic skills to work in new con- 
texts to support the changes and tran- 
sitions that are part of everyone's 
experience. FVople with a solid ground- 
ing in the key skills ... will have a head 
start in the workplace and beyond." 

However, the National Union of Stu- 


dents yesterday greeted the concept of 
financial rewards for key skills qualifi- 
cations as “bewildering". A spokesman 
for the NUS, which is planning protests 
around the country next month over the 

proposed imposition of tuition fees, said: 
“Wc don’t understand why people who 
are more qualified should get more mon- 
ey. It doesn't make any sense. Surely if 
extra money is available, it should be tar- 
geted on students from poorer families, 
not those who already have advantages. 

Government sources stressed that 
financial incentives for students with 
good basic skills were “just one of a 
range of options". 

A new qualification in key skills - 
covering “communication, application 
of number and IT" - is being piloted 
in some schools this year. 

The latest consultation builds on a 
report on 16-19 qualifications published 
by former government curriculum ad- 
visor Sir Ron Dealing lasl year. After 
its election victory, the Labour gov- 
ernment said it would postpone 
planned reforms amid fears rushed im- 
plementation could cause chaos. 


Crossing to Ostlbld 

by Paul Davidson 

She has let slip the familiarity of things. 

e ir:— ir -.w : 

rhmueh the water's wake, the window's reflected patina 
S sfmeMng darker, a looking-glass .country, a messy 

billowing of copper and oilskin, seeped . ... .. 

green acrylic. She is looking up the aam«of plants 
Md of colours: marigold, tickweed, shpperwort, 

crowfoot, chamomile, Scarborough lily. 

The house she dreams each night 

is still unfinished; it is ingraind with laver 

and creosote, a dull leadenness. j 

The wind sludges through it. 

Upstairs, the walls are rose-painted, 
overcast. Sh foUows the drift of floorboards 
into unmapped territories, a consistency 
of sleep like oatmeal or mudflat. 

There's the flicker of sleet 
from somewhere distant; the dilatory tick 
of a pine dock. She is being altered 
in stages, slowly learning to surface. 

in 

She will wake soon to something uncertain; 
salt and red ochre, leached yellow light, 
a spirit level, turpentine thickening to glass 

and nickeL This is the first palpable 

thing, the sluicing together of light / 

and water, the sense of emplacement ■ • 

This poem by Paul Davidson from Barnstaple, Devon ha™ 
the national poetry competition run by the 41 Ottakers b6&k- . 
shops in conjunction with Faber & Faber. The winner was se- 
lecetd by the poet and biographer Andrew Motion. 


SOMETIMES 
IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DON’T LIKE. 
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When you have a problem, it's the 
most natural thing in the world to want 
to talk it through with someone. 

Sometimes, chough, this creates 
another problem: who's the best person 
to confide in! 

An obvious choice would be a dose 
friend. But let's face it. we don't always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of tact diplomacy and 
qfccretion. Tell one person, and you may 
end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be aWe 
to talk to someone in your family- Then 
again, you may be one of the large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 
embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, 
great But sometimes we don't want to 
expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship Is 


the very problem you want to discuss. 

That's where The Samaritans can be 
useful. Wfe're more discreet than your 
best mate, we'll listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boy f riend, and we’re as 
sympathetic as your family. We're also 
non-judgemencal. unshockable. and 
extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90. 
and you can e-mail us on 
jo@samaritans.org or visit our 
homepage at wwwjamaritans.org. 

We're available 24 hours a day. every 
day of the year. 

And you don't have to be climbing 
up the walls before you ufi us - any 
kind of problem, big or small, is a good 
enough reason to pick up the phone. 

Call now. You'll find we're 
remarkably easy ts talk to. 

The Samaritans 
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200MHz Maple 
AMD Systems 


AMD Processors are stunning! (to prove it just look at the endorsements below). Maple have chosen the AMD 2D0MHz MMX Enhanced Processor as 
their "Signature Product" and have built a sub £1000 (ex VAT) range of PCs around it For example, the Maple Minerva Home/Office System Includes 
MMb EDO RAM. 33.6 Fax Modem. 4.3Gb E-IDE HDD. and Corel WordPerfect Office Suite 8. and our Network Ready Matrix Business models includes 
32Mb SDRAM and Microsoft Office Y7 (SBE). Full specifications are listed below. Now add the best “Buy Now - Pay Later” purchase options around, 
plus our 2 1 day money back guarantee if you're not completely satisfied, and you've got the finest PC value anywhere, 

FOR THE HOME / OFFICE FOR BUSINESS USERS 


! * 


MAPLE K« 200 C SPECIFICATION 


■ 200MHz AMD M 200 MMX™ Enhanced Processor 

■ Latest ATX Midi Tower Case (style may vary) 

• Award Wmnkig AMD Certified 75MHi 
FK20I I Motherboard 

■ 512k Mpefine Bunt Mode Cache 

• 4JGb E-IDE HDD 

• 64Mb EDO RAM 

- 4Mb Data Expert S3 Virgo Graphics 
(Does NOT use System RAM) 

■ 15“ .2Bdp FST HI SVGA Digital 
Colour Monitor 

• 24x Speed IDE CD-ROM 

• 314 BABT Approved 
Uoke/FwdData Modem 

• Maple 3D Theatre 
Soundcard 

• Amplified AC 
Powered Speakers 

• 3.5" FDD, KeybcurtHMouM: 

• IBM Voice Recognition 
Software with Mk 

• Microsoft Windows 95 (ix. CO) 

• Corel WordPerfect Office Suite 8 fine, d) 

(Loon SmartSuite Option zvaSaMe) 

. CD Lifestyle fetch II -6 CDs -35 Tides 

- 12 Months Limited Warranty 

Cord Wsrtffcrica Suite B includes - 

WordPerfect 8. Quanto Pro ft. 

Presentations EL Central 8. Photo House. 

KLOOH Opart Images, 

I .COO* Fonts 

and M0+ Photos 



MAPLE K6 200M SPECIFICATION 


200MHz AMD K6 200 MMX™ Enhanced Processor 
• Desktop or Pfini Tower case 
■ High Performance Motherboard with 
Intel Triton 430TX Qupsec & Sodtet 7 
• 512k Pipeline Burst Mode Cache 
•4.3Gb E-IDE Hard Disk Drive 
• 32Mb SDRAM 
■PCI Combo NE2000 Compatible 
Network Card 
4Mb Data Expert S3 Virgo Graphics 
(Does NOT use System RAM) 
• 15" .28dp FST NJ SVGA Digital 
Colour Monitor 
• 24x Speed IDE CD-ROM 
•3J" Floppy Disk Drive, 
Keyboard and Mouse 

• IBM Vbtce Recognition 
Software with Mkrophone 

• Microsoft Windows >95 
(Including CD) 

• Microsoft Office '97 
Smal Business 
Edition on CD 
12 Months Limited Warranty 
Microsoft Office *97 
Small Business Erfidon 
Inekides Word 97, Excel *97. 
Outlook 97. Publisher ’97. 
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£999, £ 1173.81 


What the critics think of the AMD 

"Stunning (jerformonce-. foster than a sf-Msfrig bufiet. bkssts bate through the ajmpetitian" What PC June. 
‘Intel faces competition for the first time in years." Dean Tbiafashi. WaH Street Journal (European Edition) 
■‘Pemiumfbcraabwrtfr^StevtB^ - 

‘AMD has stakaamardt tin /rrtet" Marie 'firan. The Guardta, April 17 AMDS 
“For ifcel&stltaipwplfr have \ |#r 
'■TheftewAMO^fw«es5orhdsf^ .. ^ 

wkh it's p&font)oac&‘' Dylan Ambrose. PCW. June- 


Bronchi Man a ger 
■97 and Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 3 
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UPGRADE OPTIONS (ADD) 


(AMI wr VAT iik VAT 
Kt AMD 700MHz la 1] JMHz £100 £117.50 

56t BABT An> WMccIF-jVDju Modm £19 £2211 
tbple JfiUr Sustnru Sound Card £20 Q2M 

AIWA SC-^ a»- mro Sf>uWl £J7 C414A 
AhK Lntfng AC5-45 ftmcrCubc 
iwmo SocaSen wldi Sub 'Afeofcr Smun £59 ££9J3 
Par 17", 19" A 21" Mnrtto OpflMi 


WAYS 

TO 

PAY 


PAY TODAY 

Pay by Credit 
Card, Cheque or 
Bankers Draft. 
Delivery within 7- 
10 working days. 


0 % APR 

5bt Months Interest Free Credit No Depose 
and NodWng to fty for 6 Months ihen py 
ihe whde bdance on or befarc the first 
paymmt dace Absolutely Interest Frea. 


UNDER £43 sa 

Pay ova- 3 years, ta Deposit and Nothfe 
to R* far ( Monde, (hen (fcr £999 ex W 
system) pay £42Mlmonih far 36 monda. 
ToafPrtoe £153104 he WT1I93HATO. 


Nrtoml finjnee Is mUIc ufa|«r to sow ■ 

Written kcA mdaWeoi riquHL . 

Maple Computer Corporation (UK) Limited, Ardent House, Gates Way, Stevenage, Herts. SGI 3HG 


Visit us on the Internet @ http://www.maplccorp.co.uk.' E-Mail: satcs@maplecorp.cO.uk 



01438 - 72 - 62-62 


LINES OPEN: MONDAY- FRIDAY 9 am- 6 . 30 pm SATURDAY I 0 am- 2 . 30 pm 


TELEPHONE ; 

FAX : 01438 35-71-00 


Carporati 
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You’re not the only one who benefits from Cocoa W H* ^Vamfi 2 Cocot Butter ° f « 

Lotion. This rich and creamy totion has bee " m °'^ unS ^" contai „i„g ingredients sourced like this, and the number contmue^ogrow. 

skin for over fifteen yearn, but now we've made it even bett . a produc t containing a Community Trade ingredient , JJ||||||| 

butter is made with cocoa beans bought at a Z you enab.e us to carry on trading in this way, which enab.es the IffliliB 

Kokoo Ud in Ghana, a company owned by the farmers them*dves. safeguard thejr , #ng , term stability . For more information 

t„Ts«n is being moisturised and Seated, * « >- — « - " eb * at 

honest, sustainable trade. We can tnis . Q m 9 0 
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~\ Virgin Direct Personal 

| will be record^ and randomly mon!tored.*Ma!e non-sijipker, age 3S next birthday, TO year period of covet costs from £6 78 u>rea 
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10/NOBEL PRIZE 




Dario Fo, the showman, wins Nobel literature prize 

lofty lit- contempt 



Centre-stage: Surprise Nobel prizewinner, dramatist Dario Fo, depict er of a society on the edge of madness Photograph. Massimo Rana/AP 


The Swedish Academy 
yesterday awarded the 
Nobel Prize for 
Literature to Dario Fo, 
the notorious Italian 
showman, playwright 
and professional 
provocateur. 

The academy’s choice 
triggered waves of 
delight among FoYs many 
admirers across the 
world. But, as Andrew 
Gumbe/ reports, the news 
was less well received by 
the Italian literary 
establishment. 


“Sono estcrrefatto". I'm gobs- 
macked. Such were Dario Fo's 
first words on hearing ihe ex- 
traordinary, utterly unexpected 
news that he had been elevat- 
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Prevent grey hairs with our special 
Stress-free mortgage for first time buyers. 
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Before 


After 



Worried about premature greyness? 

Worry no more. Alliance & Leicester has a 
tonic that makes all your mortgage worries 
mi r a cu \ ously disappear. 

A package teat includes up to £4,000 cashback 
(up to 1.5% of your loan)., so you can afford 
that extra furniture you neec. 

What about those rising interest rates? 

Rsiax. We're offering a special rate of 5,50% 


{7,2% A PR! to First Time Buyers which is fixed 
right up until the 1st November 19SS and is 
available up to 95% of the price of your property. 

And all First Time Buyers who apply before the 


• ALLIANCE 
■ LEICESTER 

http:// ww w.a! liance-leicester.co.uk 


extended date of 13th December aiso get a free 
£100 voucher to spend at Comet or B&Q, so kitting 
out your new home becomes less of a worry. 

If you still think you've spotted 3 grey hair, 
simply consult your branch Mortgage Officer to 
relieve you of any unnecessary worries. 

To find out more, calmly pep into your locai 
branch cr call us on 0600 412 214. 

You car. stop looking in the mirror now. 


Cd to the planet's most lofv !^ 

erary pantheon. His surprise 
canontyhave been accentuat- 
ed by the fact that he was di- 
ving on the Rome-Mdan 

mofoiwayatthetime.sot^ 

sieged by calls on his mobile 
phone that be did not eves have 

[he chance to talk W his w* 
and long-time collaborator. 
Franca Rarae. 

According to an account he 
gave to an Italian news agency 
reporter, the first Fo beard of 
the award was when a car drew 
up alongside his with a huge 
placard in the window reading 
“Dario, you’ve won the Nobi.1 
prize!" The story may not have 
been true, but it was an apt il- 
lustration of Fo’s artistic pre- 
occupations in a career 
spanning more than 40 years - 
comedy, surprise, and quick- 
witted improvisation. 

An acerbic, anarchic clown 
of a dramatist with a sure feel 
for language and stagecraft, the 
71 -year-old Fo is probably 
best known abroad for the se- 
ries of plays he wrote in the im- 
mediate aftermath of the 
upheavals of 196S: Mistero Brf- 
fo. Accidental Death of. An An- 
archist and Can't Pay? Won t 
Pav\ 

' All of them mingle agit- 
prop politics, linguistic provo- 
cation and stage techniques 
harking back to the Italian 
commedia delTarte to create a 
great comic fresco of a society 
on the verge of madness. In its 
citation, the Swedish Academy 
said that he “emulates the 
jesters of the Middle Ages in 
scourging authority and up- 
holding the dignity of the down- 
trodden ... With a blend of 
laughter and gravity he opens 
our eyes to abuses and injustices 
in society and also the wider his- 
torical perspective in which 
they can be placed". 

What the academy was too 
polite to point out was the 
sheer fury that Fo inspires 
among his more staid Italian 


SELECTED FROM THE W ORKS 


“It is is rumoured that during the anarchist's final interro- 
gation, at just a couple of minutes to midnight one of the 
officers present started to get impatient, and he came over 
and gave him a mighty wallop on the back of the neck ■- 
the result of this was that the anarchist was half-paralysed 
and started struggling for breath ... So they decided to call 
him an ambulance. In the meantime, in an attempt to re- 
vive him, they opened the window, put the anarchist in front 
of it, and made him lean out for a bit of cool night air to 
revive him ... Apparently, there was a misundersta nding 
between the two officers supporting him ... as often happens 
in these cases, each of them thought the other one was bold- 
ing him - ‘You got him Gianni?', ‘You got him Luigi?, and 
bump, down he went." 

Accidental Death of an Anarchist, 1970 

They say we should be moderate 
Not stirring up class war 
But we're bent on being obdurate 
We'U lake it alL, we don't ask more 

We’ll defeat their aims for starters 
We'll foil their dastardly plan 
Can wc haw their guts for garters? 

We sav fucking right we can! 

Can’t Pay, Won’t Pay 1970 


your home is at RISK if you do mot keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it. 


IF WE DON’T REACH 


YOU WITHIN AN 


HOUR, WE’LL GIVE 


YOU £10*. THE AA 


AND RAC WONT 


When your car Lets you down. Green 
Flag won't. On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutes.** 

And if we're not with you in less than 
one hour, you can claim £10 back. 

http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

-I.Tor rv. i; i pi ..I claim £10 cnequc will !>e issued 
■‘VoririvJ from cusitmer satisfaction questionnaire 
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contemporaries who have been 
trying to shut him up since the 
early Sixties. A constant thorn 
in the side of a society that has 
too often revealed itself as 
complacent, paternalistic and 
endlessly corrupt, Fo is viewed 
not so much as a playwright as 
a political phenomenon-: either 
you are on his side, or you are 
one of his targets. 

Yesterday, the fusty lumi- 
naries of the literary establish- 
ment reacted to the hews by 
denigrating him as a second- 
rale peddler of boulevard 
comedies, not a literary man at . 
all. -I must be too old to un- 
derstand," sighed Carlo Bo, 
86-year-old doyen of Italy’s 
pompous, wordy array of liter- 
ary critics. “What does this 
mean? That everything 
changes, even literature has 
changed." 

The right-wing intellectual 
Marcello Veneziani thought 
that the news must be one of 
Dario Fo’s own jokes. “If this 
is really where we’re at, then we 
can expect the next Nobel for 
literature to go to [the low-brow 
Italian comic] Paolo Villaggio 
and for poetry to Roberto Bag- 
gio," he remarked. 

Italy has not won the Nobel 
Prize since 1975, when the lau- 
reate was the undisputed mas- 
ter of 20th-century poetry, 
Eugenio Montale. In recent 
years, the literati have been pin- 
ning their hopes on the Flo- 
rentine poet Mario Luzi — one 
of those also-rans who, like 
Mario Vargas Llosa, Doris 
t tearing and VS NaipauL, seems 
condemned to be mentioned 
every year but never actually to 
win. 

Yesterday, Luzi was in a 
uniquely foul mood- “i’ll say 
only this," he told one Italian 
reporter before slamming the 
phone down, “I’ve just about 
had it up to here!” He sounds 
like one of those crazed char- 
acters you’d find in a Dario Fb 
play. 
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Star quality not 
enough to save 
legendary theatre 



^ r ' st * e ^ Lesley Caron, and the director, Adrian Noble, who 
was inspired by Chichester 


Chichester Festival 
Theatre is likely to close 
for half of the year after 
a series of flops involving 
star names. David Lister. 
Arts News Editor, looks 
at a bleak future for the 
famous theatre. 

Kathleen Turner came over 
from Hollywood in a blaze of 
publicity this summer to act at 
Chichester. Julie Christie and 
Lesley Caron were other film 
stars supposed to pack in the au- 
diences at the delightful West 
Sussex theatre. But in the event 
they played to half-empty hous- 
es, and has ended the season 
with a £500,000 loss. 

Now Chichester Theatre di- 
rector Duncan Weldon, the 
West End producer, is asking 
the board to close the theatre 
for the winter months, and to 
cut the summer season from 30 
to 20 weeks. He has also asked 
the board to seek public subsidy 
for the venue for the first rime 
in its 37-year history. 

He told The Independent: “If 
the board do not heed me then 
I believe that in 1 2 months time 
there will be a crisis and the 
theatre could dose perma- 
nently.” 

If Chichester were to close 
for good it would be a terrible 
blow to British theatre, as the 
theatre has an important his- 
torical legacy. It was there that 
Laurence Olivier played Oth- 
ello, when be took his Nation- 
al Theatre company to 
Chichester in the summer 
months. 

Adrian Noble, the director 
of the Royal Shakespeare Com- 


pany, grew up in Chichester and 
as a boy saw the late Robert 
Stephens perform for the Na- 
tional Theatre in The Royal 
Hutu Of The Sun. inspiring him 
to sign him for the RSC near- 
ly 30 years later. Sam Mendes. 
the award-winning director, 
also began hrs career there. 

But that golden age is long 
since past. Nowadays the 
theatre is a receiving house for 
other companies in the winter, 
and in an attempt to reinvigo- 
raie the summer festival this 
year, Duncan Weldon gambled 
on bringing in star names. The 
audiences, which no longer 
come from London to the same 
extent as they did in Olivier's 
day, seemed to be unimpressed 
by film stars. 

Average attendances overall 
were S3 per cent of total sales 
in the main house, and 57 per 
cent in the studio theatre. 

Kathleen Turner and Lesley 
Caron gave one-woman shows, 
averagiqg 59 and 46 per cent re- 
spectively. Julie Christie ap- 
peared in Susanna Andkr, an 
obscure play by Marguerite 
Duras, ami attendances aver- 
aged only 53 per cent 

Other star names, such as 
Dorothy Tulin, Ruthie Hen- 
shall, Ian Richardson and Ian 
McShane. and Stephanie 
Beecham (who used to be in the 
long-running television scries 
Dynasty) also played to houses 
that were sometimes less than 
half full. Only Twiggy, appear- 
ing in Noel Coward’s Blithe 
Spirit, hacLa healthy attendance 
of 75 per cent. 

Duncan Wildon said: “Julie 
Christie’s play was a minority 
play. You would have thought 
she would have done better 



Direct from Oakridge 












than she did on her name alone, 
but she didn’t. As for Kathleen 
Turner and Lesley Caron, there’s 
a distinct fear among audiences 
of one-man or onc-woman 
shows. They don't think (hey are 
getting value for money." 

He added that 2011,001} peo- 
ple were still coming to see plays 
at Chichester, and this could be 
a healthy figure if put into n 20- 
week season. 

But there was a problem in 
British theatre os a whole, he 
said. “Apart from the smash-hit 
musicals, theatre audience at- : 
tendance in London and the | 
provinces has shown a marked 
downward trend this year. ' 
Chichester has proved to he no 
exception. 

“There is the added problem 
that Chichester has a population 
of only 22.000 people and a 
catchment area that is cut off by 
an ocean on one side. It is just 
haemorrhaging during the win- 
ter months.” 

Mr Wsldon’s business plan, 
which has been submitted to the 
Chichester board, says the only 
way to bring the theatre back into 
profit is “areduction of the 1988 
and future seasons to 20 weeks 
only, and to four plays 
in each house... This is the 
only way forward if Chichester 
is to remain an unsubsidised 
theatre. 

“The plan has serious and 
wholly regrettable consequences 
for the loyal and hard-working 
staff. It will also significantly af- 
fect all tbose businesses in 
Chichester that benefit from 
the theatre being open." 

Mr Weldon and the board 
have also begun discussions 
with the Arts Council about the 
prospect of public subsidy. 
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Kathleen Turner, one of the stars lured to Chichester in a blaze of publicity 
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Tighter 

drinking 

limit 

ahead 


The one-pint drink- 
drive limit came a step 
closer yesterday as 
European transport 
ministers discussed 
ways to cut the death 
toll on the Continents 
roads. Katherine Butler In 
Brussels and Randeep 
Ramesh look at the 
reasons why the law 
wifi change. 


British ministers yesterday 
signalled broad support for 
plans for a new European- 
wide drink-drive limit of 50 mg 
per 100 ml. The proposal, 
tabled by Neil Kinnock, the 
transport commissioner, is a 
key plank of a campaign to cut 
Europe's 45,000 annual road 
deaths. 

The new leveL, dubbed 
“more than one and you’re 
done”, will mean drivers could 
safely sink only one pint of 
beer or two glasses of wine. 

Officially the Government 
will only say that it is “look- 
ing at the proposal very seri- 
ously". But ministers pointed 
out that Tony Blair signalled 
his support indirectly for road 
safety schemes by praising 
the work of the former 
Labour transport minister 
Barbara Castle, who intro- 
duced the breathalyser 30 
years ago. 

The Prime Minister said 
the country owed a “huge 
debt" to Baroness Castle for 
the initiatives she pioneered 
to improve transport safety. 



Driving test: Barbara Castle launching the first breathalyser 30 years ago 


Although considerably 
lower than the present British 
limit of 80 mg per 100 ml a 
maximum intake of 50 mg per 
100 ml is already the mark per- 
mitted in France, Holland, 
Austria and Greece. 

Britain has the lowest road 
accident death rate in the 
European Union: roads in 
the UR are seven times safer 
than in Greece - the country 
with the worst record. Wel- 
coming the move from hrus- 


sels, Gavin Strang, the trans- 
port minuter, said it “dove- 
tailed neatly” with the 
Government's own commit- 
ment to road safety measures 
which may include a lower 
drink-driving limi t. 

Mr Kinnock is hoping that 
the reaction to the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, will 
boost chances of agreement 
Since Diana's death, he told 
ministers yesterday, 4 000 
other Europeans have been 


killed in road accidents, many 
of them drink related. 

Motoring organisations re- 
main unconvinced. David 
Wbrskett, a spokesman for the 
RAG said: “Research suggests 
that the blood alcohol level in 
convictions for drink-drivers is 
almost 50 per cent higher 
than the legal limit. The real 
priority is to target these core 
offenders.” said David Wars- 
kett, a spokesman for the 
RAC 


Commuters pay the price 
for trains that run on time 


Rail privatisation was 
supposed to ensure that 
train tickets would be 
capped at or below 
inflation. Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport 

Correspondent, explains 
why the legislative small 
print will mean that 
hundreds of thousands of 
commuters into London 
will face fare rises of up 
to 5.3 per cent. . 


Eight passenger train compa- 
nies serving the capital have 
been given the go-ahead to raise 
fares 2 per cent above the July 
rate of inflation because they 
have bettered their perfor- 
mance targets.. 

“I t hink it is right for 
passengers who have seen a 
better service to pay more for 
it,* said John O'Brien, the 
franchising director, who 


oversees the passenger rail 
network. 

But the move has incensed 
rail campaigners - who point 
out that the previous govern- 
ment had made great play of 
the promise that key fares 
would be “pegged” below or at 
inflation. 

Last year, the then transport 
minis ter, John Watts, wrote to 
one concerned Tbry colleague 
that “for three years from 1 Jan- 
uary operators wSl not be able 
to increase key fares overall 
above the rate of inflation. 
Thereafter those fares will be 
capped at 1 per cent below RPI 
for each of the next four years”. 

Companies that have the op- 
tion of bringing in 53 per cent 
rises are North London Rail- 
ways, Connex South Central, 
Thames and LTS (London 
Tilbury and Southend) 
railways. 

In addition fates trill be 
allowed to rise by 53 per cent 
on Conn ex South Eastern's 
Kent Coast routes, by up to 4.S 


per cent on Great Eastern, 
and by 43 per cent on West 
AngUa Great Northern's "West 

Anglia” route. 

Those services which have 
failed to meet the punctuality 
and reliability targets will be 
forced to reduce their fares. 
Passengers on South West 
■Bains, who faced hundreds of 
cancellations a week earlier 
this year, will have below- 
inflarion rises when the new 
fares are introduced in the 
New Year. 

SWTs suburban routes will 
have fares of 23 percent while 
the company’s fare rise on 
long-distance routes will be 
only 13 per cent. The compa- 
nies allowed to introduce 
above-inflatioD rises are the 
ones which performed above 
their targets between July 1995 
to July 1997. 

Thames Bains, which runs 
services from London to Sur- 
rey, Berkshire and Warwick- 
shire, yesterday said it would 
not impose the extra increase. 


“We have improved on bur 
punctuality target of 92 per beat 
and we feel that this increase 
will not help grow oiir hush 
ness,” said a spokesman forthe 
company- 

Mr O’Brien said that train 
companies had the right not ta 

impose the full rise-butwopld 

have an equivalent amount of 
cash lopped hum their grant re- 
gardless. This will make it dif- 
ficult for many train operators 
not to implement the rise. 
Great Eastern will lose £L3m 
and Connex South Central will 
ny<xfi Am from its exant if they 
do not increase fares. . 

Jonathan Bray, co-ordinator 
for pressure group Save Our 
Railways, said : “'Promises to 
passengers have been, broken. 
Ministers in the last govern- 
ment promised there would, 
not be above-inflation rises. 
There may have beendetaOs of 
the London commuter route : 
rises in the small print of rail - 
privatisation but very few peo- ■“ 
pie knew about iL" 


tables flawed 


Plan for rail league 


The rail regulator’s plan to 
introduce league tables which 
would rate operators on the 
accuracy and impartiality of 
their customer information has 
floundered because of “flaws” 
in the investigation. 

Earlier this year John Swift 
QG the rail regulator sent hun- 
dreds of researchers out to 
pose as passengers and identi- 
fy the apparent failure of train 
operators to furnish travellers 
with “correct” train information. 

More than 5,000 inquiries at 
booking offices and via pas- 
sengers' phone lines were made 
by investigators to check how 


for sales staff provided infor- 
mation about alternative routes 
and ticket prices. By June, Mr 
Swift was confidently predict- 
ing that the results would be 
released in “a few weeks”. 

Three months later and 
there is little sign of his office 
producing any tables. In fact, 
officials cannot promise the 
results will be out by Novem- 
ber adding that “it takes time 
to validate the methodology”. 

The problem for Mr Swift is 
that his investigators have un- 
willingly asked the wrong ques- 
tions. Bain operators, who 
feared that the study may un- 


cover serious irregularities, have 
had a field day overturning the 
regulator's results. 

Fust, there was the use of 
English. Train firms pointed out 
that when a “customer” asked 
for the “fastest train to Lon- 
don”, booking clerks were en- 
titled to offer the next available 
ride to London - which would 
arrive before the quickest ser- 
vice. Mr Swift backed down. 

Another problem arose 
when researchers asked for the 
cheapest fare - they marked 
down companies who did not 
offer Apex tickets. But opera- 
tors pointed out that when 


these advance feres are sold out 
clerks have no option but to 
offer Supersaver tickets. 

Mr Swift has also been 
forced to concede that many of 
the investigators were inade- 
quately informed and were un- 
aware that on certain .days 
where because of high demand 
there are restrictions placed on 
tickets by operators. With the 
results now likely to be released 
more than 10 months after the. 
Gist investigation: train com- 
panies will argue that Mr . 
Swift’s study does not reflect 
today's privatised network. 

— Randeep Ramesh. 
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Britain calls for US action on climate 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 
10 OCTOBER 19*1 


Climate change 

threatens to swamp 

f**»« Pacific Islands. But 
•ndustrial countries are 
fighting shy of the action 
needed to prevent it 

America, Australia 

Japan must do 

more, argues Derek 

Minister of State 
at the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office. 


r «*nUy returned from 
Je Not the newly in- 

dustrialised Pacific Rim which 
dominates the financial pages 
but the heart of the region - the 
sniaU island state* of the South 
Pacific. 

For us in Britain, climate 
change and global warming 
might seem remote. For those 
[wing in the South Pacific is- 
lands, the issue is JileraJlyone 
of survival. 

The question there is not 
whether grapes might grow in 
ihe Pennines. It is simply and 
starkly: “will my country exist 
m fifty years lime:r This was 
brought home to me very 
sharply, in Rarotonga, the ho- 
tel 1 stayed in would be otic of 
the first buildings to disappear 
as the sea rises. 

I was there for the Confer- 
ence of the South Pacific Forum 
States. You would think at 
least in that context you would 
find a sense of uigency and pur- 
pose about climate change. In- 
deed the smallest and most 
vulnerable islands, who risk 
losing their coastal plains or 
even their very existence, had 
it at the top of their agenda. It 
was the response of their de- 
veloped country partners which 
was so disturbing. 

In eight weeks lime the na- 
tions of the world will meet in 
Kyoto to decide how we will 
take the first steps to prevent 
potentially catastrophic climate 
change. The EU has proposed 
a 15 per cent reduction by de- 
veloped countries of the gases 
whidi cause the greenhouse ef- 
fect by 201 0. The UK hassei il- 





Ufe in the Cook Islands is threatened by global warming, which could lead to a rise in the sea level 


Photograph: Robert Harding Picture Library 


self a domestic target of a 20 
per cent reduction in carbon 
dioxide, it is not an easy target, 
but it is not one which wQl re- 
quire major changes in lifestyle 
or industrial technology. At 
the very worst it may have a 
marginal effect on economic 
growth. At best it may stimu- 
late new environmental tech- 
nologies and industries and 
create new growth. 

The response by some of our 
western partners has been dis- 
appointing to say the least. 
The Japanese have just pub- 
lished their .proposals_under. 
whidi developed countries as a 
whole would be required to 


achieve emissions reductions of 
around three per cent. Whilst 
it's welcome that the Japanese 
are now talking about hard 
numbers, three per cent is too 
low to be a credible response. 
But at least we now have some- 
thing to negotiate about 

Meanwhile, we hope the 
US position will emerge soon 
following this week's meeting 
at the White House. The Ad- 
ministration's heart is in the 
right place. Bui it will have to 
work hard to overcome the 
doubts in Congress and else- 
where. where many refuse even 
to recognise there is a problem. 

But in the Pacific; where the 


problems caused by global 
wanning will be most keenly 
felt, the response has been 
more disappointing. While the 
rest of us discuss reductions in 
emissions, the Australian gov- 
ernment talks about increases. 
Measures to cut emissions are 
seen as too costly or difficult. 

I find it hard to believe that 
Australia, one of the richest 
countries in the world with an 
average emissions level sec- 
ond only to the US, cannot do 
better than this. 

Here in Britain, we have al- 
ready reduced our emissions 
from 1990 levels and meet the 
commitments we signed at Rio. 


Tb go beyond this to achieve our 
20 per cent target will require 
further efforts in areas like 
transport, domestic energy ef- 
ficiency. power generation and 
industrial processes. We are 
preparing our strategy to an- 
nounce next year. 

We are also sharing our 
thinki ng with the Australian 
Government. What is needed 
is the political wfl 1 to explain to 
the public why action must be 
taken and ask them to do the 
right thing. If I know the Aus- 
tralian people. I am sure they 
will respond. 

Tony Blair sent a strong 
message to leaders at the June 


UN Environment Meeting. He 
said that we would be tailing our 
children if we did not tackle cli- 
mate change. Some of the key 
countries have so tar turned a 
deaf ear. J urge them to listen 
to the concerns of the snail vul- 
nerable states represented at 
the South Pacific Forum. 

Some of the poorest people 
in other large developing coun- 
tries, (ike India. China and 
Bangladesh will also be affect- 
ed by rising sea levels. Large 
parts of Africa may be affect- 
ed by regular droughts. This is 
a major test for the post cold- 
war world order. Real political 
leadership is needed. 


Fears that 
overfishing 
will destroy 
the Med 


Environmental groups yesterday urged 
action to prevent a catastrophic collapse 
in Mediterranean fisheries stocks. They 
want a new fisheries body to adopt urgent 
measures to sustain fish populations and 
save what a traditional industry threatened 
with extinction. 

Greenpeace and the World Wide Fund 
for Nature | WWF) told a news conference 
in Athens that they bad rallied another 39 
non-governmental groups to push for 
tougher measures from the General Fish- 
eries Council of the Mediterranean 
(GFCM) meeting in Rome on Monday. 

“We want urgent decisions now, there 
is no time to waste,” Nikos Charalambidis 
of Greenpeace said. “Fishing reserves in 
tiie Black Sea have collapsed and will nev- 
er recover. Those fishing fleets are now fish- 
ing in the Mediterranean.” 

The GFCM, which for decades has 
made non-binding recommendations, will 
decide at the Rome meeting whether to 
adopt control mechanisms to enforce its de- 
cisions. Ail Mediterranean countries and 
the European Commission participate in 
the group. 

“Their recommendations have not been 
bad but have been ineffective because it has 
been up to the various governments to en- 
force them,” Charalambidis said. “GFCM 
must decide to form its own control mech- 
anisms before it's too late.” 

Environmentalists said that chaotic 
fishing k threatening to deplete fish reserves 
and destroy the Mediterranean’s traditional 
fishing communities. “According to the 
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation, 
18 to 40 tonnes of fish caught are thrown 
back. This isabout 40 percent of the catch,” 
said WWF international Mediterranean 
fisheries coordinator Demetres Karavellas. 

Countries faced with dwindling fish pop- 
ulations tend to extend their fishing terri- 
tories and subsidise fishermen instead of 
banning destructive fishing methods and 
giving over-fished areas time to recover, be 
said. “From 1983 to 1990 the European 
Union has raised fishing subsidies horn $80 
to 500 million despite the fact that the Eu- 
ropean fishing fleet is 40 percent bigger than 
European reserves can sustain,” Char- 
alambides said. 

-—Reuter 
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You really can be confident in 
FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 
in 3V 2 weeks. 
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You get a much warmer response when yon 
travel and command mare respect in business, 
Jf you speak another language. It also helps 
grotty with school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because tnw fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is “I can read a 

bit of French - but I cant speak it’’ 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
(earn the way you learned English -through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing ana 
doing. 


.ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repealing the phrases you 
see on super tides, you ieam key vocabulary 
quickly ana easily, watching mid imitating is how 

you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to aseries of 
realistic and intriguing radio P^s.onl 2 
cassettes. You become absorb*. m ithe stay 
and motivated to hear whaTs next The plays 
cover all the important sltuabi dm yurt Nmtjj and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parts you can praefeefnnwe^and 
wen a Dart where the story is r?pe^d to 



Total Involve me at There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language to natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

It’s the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole bran and gets you 


speaking confidently to such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


® We invite you to order with 
this reassurance. We wit) not 
process your cheque or credit 
card for al least 15 days after 
e dispatch your course. If you 
are not completely satisfied that this is the 
fastest and. most enjoyable* w^y to leant a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
wHi have paid nothing. That’s how sure ware. 


jBiSOSm as ea* to remember asa 
song. 

Visual Learning, to youfeowse the fo™S n 


Maps’. When you recall the images, you recan 
toe worts. 
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THE METHOD WORKS 


Etfacatioa Mews says, 'It's rwficafly different - 
there are so many features about it that 
recommend it to the learner.' The Baskets 
toslitHts al fewZeatank says, “Accsterated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon.* 

■ansa says. ‘Ift revolutionary." Tbe Dally MaO 
TBporlBdtW’ChfldfenijstogAa^eratedUarring 
are racing ahead.’ The restrfe are spectacular' 

BBC w4 JIV news recently reported on a school 
where jEDEtoS more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marts compared wfrti - 
those usfngramefitKKiaJ courses. 

1 Aastrafiw TV news reported "Astonishing 
fluency.’ They (fid two years work m three 
months.’ 

Htatiredf si companies for whom proficiency is 
vftal use Accelerated Learning for language and 
general training - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots. 
Esso, IBM. Kodak, Cl, Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco. 

1 Nestle, Lfoytis Bank etc. 


Can you really speak well in 3v 2 weeks? Yes, 
the record so far was 31 hours of study to pass 
the institute of Linguists Preiiminaiy Certificate. 
Think what you couid achieve in a monthl 
Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 50 20 20 
(24 hours) oruse the coupon below. 
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accelerated learning method 


| Signature — f 

■ SSffl TO: ACCELERATED LtAflNtAE SYST®S, §. 
I FREP0ST, AYlfSBUHY, BUCKS. HP22 48R |1 

S@S!5 , iS225» [} 


The sheer beauty of a hardwood floor is now an affordable 
and practical choice for almost any home. Suitable for 
laying to most sub-floors - including concrete - our quality 
wooden flooring will enhance every room. 

NO FUSS - a choice of hardwoods and broad range of 
designs ensure that the perfect match is always found - 
whatever the style of your home or furniture. 

NO MESS - all floors have been pre-finished for trouble free 
installation - and are lacquered and sealed for a virtually maintenance- 
free experience. 

NO WAITING - installed by our own skilled craftsmen anywhere in ihe 
U.K. within a matter of 2 or 3 weeks from the time you place your order. 

NO WORRY - as professional installers we have fitted thousands of 
floors in commercial and domestic situations all covered by our 5 year 
guarantee. 
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I FREEFONE 0800616748 


(24 hours) 


ak/ Scandinavian Flooring Company 

FREEPOST OF236 1 , Wallingford, Oxon OX1 0 8BR 
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Yeltsin denies he wants a 
third term in Kremlin 


A week after spiriting up a 
storm of speculation by being 
coy, Boris Yeltsin yesterday went 
into sharp reverse, denying that 
he hud any intention of seeking 
a third term in the Kremlin. 

The President said that he 
would not pul himself forward 
as a candidate for the presi- 
dential elections in 2000, 
adding that he hopes the job 
will go to a “young and ener- 
getic, balding democrat". 

His remarks appear to be an 
effort to end the persistent 
wiU-he-won't-he debate that 
has already begun in Moscow, 
nearly three years before the 
nation is due to go to the polls. 

In Strasbourg for a Council 
of Europe summit, Mr Yeltsin, 
6b. <aid he was guarantor of the 
Russian constitution, which 
was passed after a controversial 
1993. This limits a president 
to two terms. 


Whether Mr Yeltsin's words 
will be believed by many Rus- 
sians seems doubtful. There is 
a general tendency to distrust 
all politicians, and particularly 
those who appear to them to 
protest too much. Any limits 
imposed by the constitution 
are seen as irrelevant as it is stiQ 
widely ignored and violated. Mr 
Yeltsin is also famously given to 
abrupt changes of tack. 

The president’s remarks 
may cheer his opponents in the 
parliament who are threatening 
to bold a vote of no-confi- 
dence in the a dmini stration as 
a protest against its 1998 bud- 
get However, the issue is not 
the constant wrangling between 
President and parliament, but 
the struggle that will ensue 
among the ruling £lite to find 
a replacement who will protect 
their huge assets and interests. 

— Phi/ Reeves 



golden harvest: Children m Huaimun. north erf Peking, celebrate the bringing in of 

was hailed a success this year, despite drought in many provinces Photograph. Reuters 
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scuff the wheels, actually 
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The Punto ELX features a new SS bhp. 16v engine. 6 speaker 
KDS stereo with steering wheel controls, driver’s airbag, electric sunroof, 
electric front windows, remote central locking and now. power steering 
So no excuses. CaO 0S00 71 7000. * http://www.foit.eo.uk or visit your 

local Fiat dealer for more information. 
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Prodi steps down, 
with rancour 
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Unable to hold its 

parliamentary majority 
together and get the 
country’s finances into 
shape for European 
monetary union, Italy’s 
precarious centre-left 
government finally 
collapsed yesterday, 
leaving an unholy 
political mess. 

Andrew Gumbd says it 
may yet jeopardise the 
country’s chances of 
joining the single 
currency. 

After more than a week of 
fruitless negotiations and last- 
minute deal-brokering, Italy s 
Prime Minister, Romano Pro- 
di finally gave up the struggle 

just after 330 yesterday after- 
noon. Despite concessions on 
health, on employment, on 
shorter working hours, and on 
pensions, there was nothing be 
could do to stop the small far- 
left party Rifdndazione Comu- 
nista from opposing his budget 
package for next year and 
plunging the country into crisis. 

He had tried once on Tues- 
day, with an impassioned 
speech to the Chamber of 
Deputies where Rifbndazione 
holds the balance of power. 
And his team tried again all 
Wednesday night, looking for 
comm on ground where in re- 
ality no common ground exist- 
ed because of the intransigent 
Rifondazione leadership. 

“We have no choice but to 
vote against this budget,” ran 
the conclusion of a withering 
speech by Rifondazione s 
Oliviero Diliberto. “You were 
the ones who did not want to 
compromise, you were ones 
who didn't want to reach an 
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agreement, it is you who have 

acted superficially and am>-_ 

hearing this twisted ver- 
sion of events. Mr Prodi wad- 
ed no time in announcing he 
was on his way to the presi- 
dential palace to resign. The lu- 
minaries on the government 

benches sal ashen-faced, sc^re- • 

lv believing that the left s *hst 
experience of power in Iurfy 
since the Second World War 
should end in this petty, ran- 
corous manner. As the parlia- 
mentary session broke up, there 
were emotional embraces and 
some open weeping. 

Rifondazione has proved a 
fetal weakness for the govern- 
ment ever since Mr Prodi and 
his !*»-■» ni took office 17 months 
ago. But this was perhaps the 
worst possible timing for a po- • 
litical crisis, since Italy was on 
the verge of winning the battle’ . 
to be admitted to the European 
mainstream and join the single 
currency in the first wave. 

Everything is now thrown 
open to question. President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfero is likely to 
reject Mr Prodi’s resignation, or 
else try to form a new provi- 
sional government that can 
push the budget. 

The mam party of the out- 
going government, the PDS, 
wants to hold elections imme- 
diately. The powerful foreign 
minister and centrist leader 
Lamberto Dini, meanwhile, is in 
favour of forging a new major- 
ity that would not be dependent 
on Rifondazione and would 
take in elements of the Christ- 
ian Democrat centre-right 

The longer the crisis gpes cm, 
the more distant the dream of 
Europe is likely to become 

“prodi ... is destined to end like 

Moses, who died before he 
could reach the promised 
land.” observed the right-wing 
deputy Giulio Maceratml 



Bardot fined for racist jibe 


A French court convicted Brigiue Bardot of inciting racial 
hatred, fined her 10,000 francs (£900) and ordered her to 
pay a symbolic franc to human rights groups that sued her. 

The 63-year-old former screen siren and animal rights cam- 
paigner was taken to court again for criticising the Muslim 
ritual slaughter of sheep, after a court acquitted her. Bardot 
was sued for her commentary in Le Figaro in April 1996, in 
which she attacked the four-day Eid al-Adha spring festival. 

Married to a member of the anti-immigrant National 
Front, she complained of “foreign overpopulation" and that 
the slaughter was “torture, signs of the most atrocious pa- 
gan sacrifices". The Movement Against Racism and for 
Friendship of People said the court ruling “honours justice 
and dishonours the woman who was the symbol of a cer- 
tain imaee of France." 


Pauline pounds Acapulco 

Hurricane Pauline pounded Mexico's Pacific coast yesterday 
dumping torrential rains on Acapulco that turned streets to raging 
rivers of deadly debris and left at least 15 people dead. Dozens 
of people were reported missing after torrents swept hundreds 
of cars, tree trunks and tons of mud down from mountains. 

HK children face deportation 

Thousands of mamland-bom children face deportation from Hong 
Kong after a court rejected a legal challenge to an immigration 
law. Five children claimed a law introduced after Hong Kong’s 
return to Chinese rule contravened the territory’s constitution. 

The Basic Law guarantees right of abode to the tens of thou- 
sands of mainland-bom children of Hong Kong residents, but 
the new legislation dictated they must prove their status before 
arriving in the territory. 

The offspring must now also obtain a one-way permit from 
the Chinese authorities to enter Hong Kong, which lawyers for 
the children said can take years. 

Levy hints at resignation 

The Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy said that he may resign 
because of his troubled relations with Benjamin Netanyahu, and 
suggested his health had suffered because of the tension with the 
prime minister. Mr Levy told Israel Radio he was not consulted 
about the decision to order Israeli agents to assassinate an Islamic 
leader in Jordan, and that he would have opposed the plan. 

Short pledges £5m to Rwanda 


* 


6 


Britain is to donate a further £5m to help Rwanda. Clare Short, 
Secretary of Slate for International Development, on a Lour of 
East Africa, said it would boost work already under way with British 
funding in education, justice and revenue collection. . . 
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The Scooter, the Squid and a political murder 

A IUMK k__l 


French politicians, Fran ¥ oi 5 

noised M* murter of 

a t * rye °""* ueth 're 
“*“• An incandescent Mr 
^!^* yS I th « h e is the victim 

^ e d P ri B ^ eementSinari « lb « 

John Lichfield unravels an 

“Plosive tale of murder, political 
corruption, mafia money- 

foundering, secret services, dirty 
tricks and journalistic ethics. 

dSr n Sh“‘ W35 ™ rd "^- Thu, mut h Ls 
ctet. She WiK shol m hor fcnau|l nk , il|us . 

At^e^ "h“ r Tuulon in Fcbrnui,- 1«H. 
At the time she was a UDF (cent re-riehn 

strerSl^ Va £ ,hc ^jwrtcmcnt which 
fmmih" 3 on * l ^ c Mediterranean coast 
irom the eastern suburbs of Marseilles al- 
most as far as Cannes. The Var is, hv com- 
mon consent, the most ethically challenged 
departement in France. 

Ms Piat, who had previously been a 
deputy for the far-right National Front .was 
investigating links between criminals and 
pohucians. According to the official version 
of events. she was murdered hv two local 
hoodlums. According to an incendiary 
book just published by two French jour- 
nalists. she was murdered hv secret service 
agents on the orders of two of the most se- 
nior members of her own partv: the then 
defence minister and head of the UDF. 


Francois Leotard, and the mayor of Mar- 
seilles, and head of the regional assembly. 
Jcan-Oaudc Guudin. 

The hook - The Yana /Yu/ Affair: As- 
sassins ai i he Hean of Government” - men- 
tions neither man by name. It describes 
them as two nationally known politicians, 
who bad the defence ministry code names 
of L'Eneomet (the squid) and Tnmineiic 
(scooter). Fnim hints and circumstantial ev- 
idence. it is clear to everyone who reads the 
book who Ihe accused really are. But not. 
it seems, to the authors. They insist, rather 
disingenuously, that they have no idea of 
the identity of the two politicians whom Utcy 
accuse of murder. 

The other evidence in the book is also a 
little thin. Much of the information is 
sourced to an unnamed “general” in the mil- 
itary security agency. A senior military offi- 
cer suspected uf having been this source was 
being interviewed by defence ministry in- 
vesugators yesterday as pan of an inquiry or- 
dered by the Socialist defence minister. Alain 
Richard. According to one report, the deep 
thrum (or gorge profumlc) is not a general 
but a naval captain, who was thrown out nr 
the miliiaiy security agency for embtr/rle- 
ment. Even Lihcmtnm. u eentre-lefl news- 
paper which might have been expected to 
enjoy the hook, dismissed the work yester- 
day as a “far-fetched hypothesis ... unsup- 
ported by any kind of beginnings of proof." 

The authors - Andre Rougeot of the in- 
vest iga the newspaper Le Canard Enchainv 
and iean-Michel Verne, grutii -great -grand- 
son of the writer Jules Verne - say that they 
are merely raising questions which deserve 
to he investigated more thoroughly. They 
say that Ms Fiat had assembled evidence, 
including photographs, linking the two un- 



Francois Leotard: Claims he Is the victim of ‘secret political cells* trying to smear Ms reputation by implicating him in the killing 


Photograph: UPP 


named politicians with the Italian mafia. 
They believe that the pair were preparing 
to .sell off disused military sites on ihe 
Mediterranean coast to the mafia as part 
of a money-laundering exercise. 

The “squid” counter-attacked spectac- 
ularly this week. Mr Leotard, who is also 
mayor of Frejus in the Var. said he was the 
latest victim of "secret political cells**, 
which had been operating in France for 20 


or 30 years, trying to “dishonour and 
dirty** French democracy. 

Although Mr Leotard did not spell it out, 
every commentator in France look this as 
an attack on elements in the neo-Gaullist 
party, the RPR, founded by President 
Jacques Chirac. In particular, it was seen 
as an attack on an old foe of Mr Leotard, 
a former secret service agent called Jean- 
Charies Marchianl who was installed as pre- 


fect (chief national government officer) in 
the Var by Chirac in 1995. Mr Marchiani, 
who has friendly relations with the far-rjghi 
National Front, is suspected, without ob- 
vious proof, of being another leading 
source for tbe Pint book. 

Why should the RPR want to destroy, 
Mr Leotard and Mr Gaudin, their nominal 
allies? In the regional elections next March 
there will be a vicious struggle for the pres- 


idency of the Provence-Cote d'Azur region. 
Jean-Marie Le Pen himself will run for the 
National Front- Mr Leotard has announced 
his intention of running for the UDF. The 
RPR thinks it has the better chance of beat- 
ing Mr Le Pen. It would certainly have a 
much better chance if Mr Leotard was dis- 
abled. However, the vicious recrimina- 
tions over the Piat affair will now, inevitably, 
bring most aid and comfort to the NF. 
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Papon should not be in 
jail during war crimes 
trial, say doctors 


Two doctors recommended yesterday 
that Maurice Papon, the Vichy official 
on trial in Bordeaux for crimes against 
humanity, should sleep in hospital, not 
in jail, until the case ends. 

The court delayed a decision on the 
recommendation until today. Mr Papon, 
who is 87 andsuffering fromatmtd'ahgjbv' 1 
na. sprat his, third night 
square prison cell last njjgbtr On ' 
Wednesday his lawyers warned that he 
could die during the trial unless he was 
allowed his freedom. 

Mr Papon, a former French budget 
minister and Paris police chief, is accused 
of organising the arrest and deportation 
of 1,558 Jewish men, women and chil- 
dren from the Bordeaux area between 
1942 and 1944. 

He does not deny the basic facts but 
says he played a minor role in policies 
which were outside his control. The pros- 
ecution says that he pursued the policy 
energetically and ruthlessly, to prove his 
worth as an administrator; in other 
words, out of careerism. 

The second day of the trial yesterday 
was taken up mostly by declarations and 
submissions from Mr Papon’s principal 
lawyer. Jean-Marc Varaut. 

He called for the proceedings to be 
abandoned on the grounds that they were 
“inequitable” and contrary to the Eu- 
ropean Convention od Human Rights. 


Contrary to what bad been reported 
in tbe press, Mr Vhraut said, Maurice Pa- 
pon did feel a sense of “grief** for the 
events of this “terrible period” when it 
was “harder to know one’s duty than to 
follow it. ’Lx-. 

- .Efega^pf his post at the time - sec- 
to the police chief in Bor- 
deaux -r^^because of his sense of duty, 
Papon became involved in the “via do- 
lorosa" of ihe holocaust, against his bet- 
ter judgement. 

Since discovering what really hap- 
pened to the Jews he helped to deport, 
“the knowledge has brought him acute 
pain,” Mr N&raut said. 

Earlier doctors Stephane Chapenoire 
and Jean-Pa ui Broustet reported to the 
court that tbe seriousness of Mr Papon’s 
heart condition, the poor medical facil- 
ities in jail and the likely length of the 
trial (11 weeks) made it desirable that 
he be kept in hospital. Mr Viraut said 
that even (his was unsatisfactory: Mr Pa- 
pon should be given his freedom. 

The accused sat in court, following the 
proceedings closely and taking notes with 
a fountain pen, Despite his work for the 
Vichy French government, which col- 
laborated with Nazism, Mr Papon 
thrived after the war, rising to budget 
minister in 1981 before his past caught 
up wtlhhim. 

— John Lichfield 


Murder suspect’s flight to 
Israel stumps US police 


Israel is refusing to 
extradite 17-year-old 
Samuel Sheinbein to the 
US, where he is accused 
of murdering another 

teenager and cutting off 

his arms and legs with a 
circular saw before 
burning the body. 

ftrtrick CockJbum in 
Jerusalem reports on tbe 
bizarre turn of the 
murder case which has 
angered the Americans. 


Tbe resft against Samuel Shein- 
bein is simple. Police io 
Rockville, Maryland, just outside 
Washington, want to arrest him 
for murdering AJfredoTbiJo, 19, 
whose burnt and limbless body 
was discovered in the garage of 

a vacant house on 17 September. 

_ i. 


Palestine, as it was then called, 
in 1944, and only emigrated to' 
(he United States in 1950. 

Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, has asked for 

“maximum co-operation" from 

Israel in extraditing the teenag- 
er, who is in a psychiatric bos-, 
pital after taking a non-life 
threatening drug overdose. Is- 
rael has offered, as an alterna- 
tive, to put him on trial itself. 
But prosecutors in Maiyland say 

they dewbt if witnesses would fly 
half round the world to give ev- 
idence in a court in Tel Aviv. 

Mi Sheinbein’s daim to the 
protection of the Israeli state ts 
a little slender since be bad nev- 
er lived in the country and the 


The paioesayuKj 

that Mr Sheinbein had access to 

the bouse next door and may be 

linked, through a receipt found 
near the body, with the purchase 

of a new circular saw. 

The problem is that within 
three days of the murder, Mr 
Sheinbein fled to Israel where 
he is automatically a citizen be- 
cause his father was bom in 


hook by having his citizenship 
ruled invalid. But. in the mean- 
time, US congressmen are even 
threatening to cut aid to Israel 

until Mr Sheinbetnis extradited 

The motive for tbe crime ts 
a mystery. Mr Sheinbein, a lanky 
teenager who towers over the fc- 
raeli police, has affluent parents 
and was said to be studying 
hard for his exams. Also accused 
of the murder is Benjamin Nee- 
dle, 17, who is said ty his par- 
ents to be addicted to marguaoa 
and alcohol and to have spent 
time in a psychiatric hospital 

On 36 September the two 


teenagers are said to have met 
with a third, “Freddy" Tello, who 
worked in a tropical fish shop in 
Rockville, Montgomery county. 
“A guy in a green Firebird 
pulled up; there were two of 
them in the car," Adam Moore, 
- another employee in the store, 
told reporters. “Freddy was in 
a pretty good mood. The other 
two looked kind of bored." 

Il is not dear wbai hap- 
pened next Eyewitnesses say 
they saw the two accused strug- 
gling with a garden cart later 
found near tbe body. A trail of 
blood leads from the Shembeins’ 
garage to the street fireddy 
Tfello’s dismembered body was 
found the next day. He was fi- 
nally identified from dental 
records. Benjamin Needle was 
arrested, but Samuel Feinstein 
disappeared and flew to IsraeL 
Samuel's father, Sol, and broth- 
er, Robert, followed him to Is- 
rael, where they were arrested 
by police who said they had as- 
sisted his flight anti were tiis- 
rupting the investigaiion. 

US prosecutors are aghast 
-Ifs our murder,” Robert Dean, 
the Montgomery county state at- 
torney, told the Wi ishiflfftm Plast 
newspaper. “What we much 
prefer is having Mr Sheinbein 
return and be held accountable 
under American law. 
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Motorola 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 300 minutes talktime/ 
90 hours standby 

• 90 name and number 
memory 

• Can operate on standard 
AA batteries 

Model: D160 


m?/ THE BIGGEST 
feJL CHOICE 


E'T THE LINK 
Kla PRICE PROMISE 


*2*1 MOBILE PHONE 
C £*SL INSURANCE _ 


Hands-Free Kit 


Spare Battery 






TALK R DRIVE 
SAFELY 


T CONTRACT 
RELEASE OPTION 




In-Car Charger 




Plus £35 for connection 
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Leather Case 
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Sony 

DIGITAL 

MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 600 minutes 
trikUmefro hours I 
standby 

•140 name aid 
number memory 

• Fax. data and short 
message compatible 

ModetCMDXIOOOE 

Was £39.99 



S Panasonic 

MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 150 minutes 
taMbne/50 hours 
standby 

• 90 name and number 
memory 

•Vibrating alert facility 
• Vbfce memo fadtfty - 
records up to 
20 seconds of 
conversation 
ModeL C500 
Was £3959 


FREE 
CASE AND 
IN-CAR 
[CHARGER- 




Ericsson 

DIGITAL 
MOBILE PHONE 

• Stylish and durable 
alloy finish 

• Up to 105 minutes 

talktkneMl hours 
standby 

•189 name and number 
memory 

Model: 688 Was £12999 




digital. 


• Use In over 60 Countries 
Worldwide 

• Excellent Call Clarity 

• Per-Second Biffing 

• Fax, Data and Short 
Message Sendee 
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20 OF FREE CALLS 

EVERY MONTH FOREVER r 
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1Mb site 
wwwtiHrOnlwajik 


•Offer ends Monday 13th October >977. ‘Excludes customers upgrading from Oflrart Analogue. ’When you connect to Celtnet Digital “When you connect to a Cetlnet Digital monthly tarlH. 

Connection to mobile phones b subject to status. A deposit may be required. Ask In-store for detafe. 
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finally, I’ve found a partner 
I can get serious with.” 

solution 



Up to 4r j ioay200MHz l 
Pendant Pro processor 
with 1MB 2 or . 
512KB L2 cache 


256MB Z ECC memory , ; 
expandable to 4GB 3 
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Redunck N W:\ • 
hot swap disks, 
power supplies arid 
cooling fans 


Available in industry 
standardly 
rack and tower models 


Comprehensive 
management 
software suite _ 


Its time fora Uewrelationship- - 

Because the way you use a network has 
changed. Today, the server is your network. It’s a 
partner. And its capabilities are your potential. 
It’s the promise of infinite possibilities in every 
area of your business, from application serving 
for productivity gains to integrating the Internet 
with your company. 

Introducing IBM Netfinity. A new breed of 
server designed to reinvent the role of industry 
standard servers. It’s smarter inside and out. 
So it gives you the confidence to run business 
critical applications on Windows NT or any other 
leading network operating system. 

The power and scalability of the IBM 
Netfinity 7000 are unsurpassed. And it’s more 
than up to . the task of running your most 
demanding enterprise-level applications: SAP 


90 days Start Up Support R/3, Microsoft SQL Server and Lotus Domino. 

available 

through IBM SystemXtra In addition, Netfinity provides a single point of 


control for your PC network that is integrated 
with comprehensive management tools. Allowing 
you to manage your network proactively, so 
availability can be maximised. Which means 
you’ll be able to spend more time on business, 
and less time managing the technology. 

As always, the IBM Netfinity 7000 is backed 
by IBM’s consistent, reliable worldwide service 
and support. 

Tb find out more about Netfinity, visit the 
Netfinity Web site at www. uk.pc.ibm. com/netfinity 
Or call Natalie Farrell on 0870 6010137 for more 
information. In Ireland phone 1 850 205 205. 
It’s just the kind of connection you’ve been 
looking for. 

It’s just better business. 



Solutions for a small planet 


1 UH, rentes internal dock soeed of the microprocessor only, other factors may also affect application performance. 2 MB=1 million bytes when referring to hard drive capacity accessible capacity may be less. 
1 rRffiSabvte fane thousand Son bytes) when referring to hard drive capacity accessible capacity may be less. IBM, Netfinity SystemXtra, and Solutions for a small planet are trademarks of International Business 
Marhlnelcorooratioa Microsoft SQL and Windows NT are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Lotus and Domino are trademarks of Lotus Development Corporation. SAP and R/3 are trademarks of SAP Corporation. 
The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks of Intel Corporation. ©1997 IBM Corporation. All rights reserved. 





I 


THE INDEPENDENT 


FRIDAY 


10 OCTOBER m7 


18/MEDICAL ETHICS 




Heart surgeons face 
misconduct charges 


On Monday three doctors are 
to appear before the General 
Medical Council in what is be- 
ing billed as the most important 
medical disciplinary case of 
the decade. The outcome of the 
case, and the Government in- 
quiry which is to follow it, 
could change the way surgical 
practice is regulated in Britain 

Two surgeons, James Wis- 
hes rt( now retired) and Janar- 
dan Dhasmana. and Dr John 
Roy lance, former chief execu- 
tive of the United Bristol 
Healthcare NHS Trust, will apt- 
pear before the council’s pro- 
fessional conduct committee 
on charges relating to heart 
surgery in children. The coun- 
cil has cleared four months to 
hear the case compared with the 

two to three days for routine 
professional conduct cases. 

Between 1988 and 1995, 
children operated on for con- 
genital heart defects at Bristol 
Royal infirmary's paediatric 
cardiology department had a 
higher than expected death 
rate. Some were left brain dam- 
aged and four are now suing tbe 
hospital trust for damages. 

The article on this page 


tells the story of those years. 
The GMC case is being de- 
scribed as the biggest since the 

kidneys-fbr-sale scandal in the 

mid- 1980s, although the issues 
axe very different, in that case 
two doctors were struck off the 
medical register for paying 
young Turkish men to donate 
their kidneys to rich private pa- 
tients. The donors were flown 
to Britain for the operation and 
claimed they did not know 
what was happening to them. 

Tbe detailed charges against 
the three doctors in the present 
case will not be known until it 
begins on Monday. Tbe GMC’s 
professional conduct commit- 
tee has no power to investigate 
the clinical competence of the 
doctors, but must confine itself 
to ethical issues such as what 
the parents were told about the 
risks of the proposed surgery. 
The doctors deny misconduct 
Last March, Stephen Dor- 
re li, then secretary of state for 
health, ordered an inquiry into 
the heart surgery service for 
children at the infirmary after 
an independent review criti- 
cised Mr Wisheart's “poor" 
surgical performance. Mr Dor- 


re 11 said that the inquiry should 
run after tbe GMC bad con- 
cluded its investigation. 

Mr Wisheart, who an- 
nounced his retirement from 
the NHS 24 hours before the re- 
view was published, said then: 
“I have served patients in the 
South-west for 22 years and giv- 
en my all to them. No surgeon 
has been subjected to tbe 
scrutiny I have endured. This 
review has been breaking new 
ground and the whole issue of 
standards — is a difficult one." 

The British Medical Journal 
says in an editorial on the case 
that a punitive approach to 
quality may occasionally be 
necessary to protect public 
safety but “big sticks" alone are 
not enough to improve health 
care. It believes a more sys- 
tematic, incremental approach 
led by doctors is needed. It is 
well known that the perfor- 
mance of individual surgeons 
varies widely. Many surgeons 
will watch the unfolding events 
at tbe GMC over the next four 
months and wonder “There, but 
for the grace of God ..." 

— Jeremy Laurence 
Health Editor 



Bitter memories: Helen 
Rickard with a 
photograph of her 
H -month-old daughter 
Samantha, who died 
during heart surgery ait 
Bristol Royal Infirmary 
in February 1991 
Photograph: Christopher 
jones 


Routine operations brought tragic results 


Heart surgery on 
children at Bristol Royal 
Infirmary now has one of 
the best outcomes in the 
country. But, as Elisabeth 
Winkler reports, just five 
years ago it had one of 
the worst, according to a 
report by the then 
President of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. 


In 1988, when Dr Sieve Bolsin became consultant anaesthetist 
at Bristol Royal Infirmary (BRT) he soon noticed that 
major heart operations on children were lasting up to three 
times longer than similar operations be had attended at the 
Royal Brompton in London — tbe longer the operation, the 
higher the risks - and that children undergoing relatively rou- 
tine operations were dying. Statistics for 1988-89 appeared 
to suggest that tbe mortality of Bristol children’s heart surgery 
was twice the national average. 

Dr Bolsin was asked by the hospital’s Professor of 
Anaesthesia, Professor Cedric Prys- Roberts, to produce a de- 
tailed audit of children’s heart surgery over the next two years. 
The results, made available in 1993, showed the disturbing- 
ly high mortality rate for surgery to correct heart defects (A- 
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V Canal procedure). In 1991, Helen Rickard and her part- 
ner Andy, handed over their ll-mooth-old daughter Saman- 
tha to the care of James Wisheart, the hospital’s most senior 
paediatric cardiac surgeon. He was also medical director of 
one of the NHS’s largest trusts and chairman of the hospi- 
tal management committee - in other words, his own boss. 

Samantha was about to become the first of six ArV Cana] 
operations (out of a series of seven) to end fataliy. “Mr Wis- 
heart drew us a diagram explaining the operation," said Ms . 
Rickard, now 30. He was veiy quietly spoken and non-threat- 
ening. I felt drawn in by him - 1 thought he was wooderfuLj 
Samantha went down to the operating theatre at 8am otff 
3 February 1991. At 2pm, her parents were told by a liai- 1 

son nurse that they were having difficulty getting her off the i 
by-pass machine and that tbe patches ( used to repair the holes 
in her heart) needed to be removed and put back on again. | 
“At 4.00pm we were told that the surgeon couldn't get j 
Samantha’s heart to beat by itself. I said, ‘how long will they | 
keep trying? When will they know when to stop?’ The liai- 
son nurse answered, ‘oh. the surgeons are very good. they: 
know what to do’. 1 replied, ‘they might as well take her off 
the by-pass machine - she’s gone.' I knew instinctively that 
she had died. Samantha died at 6.10pra. In the meantime 
Andy and 1 were going frantic. Wisheart came up and be- 
gan talking but I broke in saying ‘she’s dead', and he nod- 
ded. I screamed ‘no, no’. Even as I was screaming there.was . 
a voice in my head saying, ‘Helen, be quiet, this poor guy is 
trying to speak to you’. But I couldn't stop. 

“The next two years were a nightmare and my relation- ; 
ship with Andy was destroyed. We were both leaning on some-| 
one bent double with their own pain. We had another child. 
Ben. but Andy never came to terms with Samantha's death. 
Just before the second anniversary of her death, Andy com- 
mitted suidde. If I knew then what I know now both my daugj> : 
ter and husband might still be alive." • . 

In 1992, Mr Janardan Dhasmana started doing switch 
operations, a procedure for unscrambling the major arter-/ 
ies. Of the 13 babies having switch operations, ninedied 
The mortality rates at Bristol for switch was 67 per cent the 
GMC is investigating Mr Dhasmana's switch operations. 

In July 1993, six cardiac anaesthetists wrote to ask for a ' 
formal review of the switch programme to be undertaken m 
view of the recent deaths of children undergoing the oper- 
ation. This never took place. 

In 1993, the Department of Health was informed of the 
situation in Bristol both by Dr Bolsin and Prof esor John Farn- 
don, the professor of surgery. The department bad funded 
the United Bristol Healthcare Trust £2m for paediatric caw 
diac surgery in 1992. Dr Peter Doyle, senior medical offr^ 
cer at the Department of Health, asked the cardiac stugray 
department in Bristol to prepare a report. The report rec- 
ommended tbe cessation of the switch programme and the 
appointment of a new children's heart surgeon. 

In December 1994. a 






James Wisheart: DevofiHfcj 
worker Photograph; SWbfl 


J 8-mo nth-old Joshua Love- 

there was a meeting to decide 

was described as a -higher risk 

surgeon". He carried out one worker Photograph: SWT'T? 
more operation which ended 
in a fatality. On 1 May 1993, 

the day that the new surgeon. Mr Asb Pa wade, took up h&’j 
post in Bristol, Mr Wisheart undertook a non-emergency opr? 
eration on an 18-month-old boy. During the operation the' 1 
boy suffered severe brain damage and died a month later, j 
Ms Rickard, who is part of a parents’ pressure group; j 
Informed Consent, said: “NHS consumers have a right to ' | 
know about a surgeon’s operating record." 

Later that year in November 1995, Mr Wisheart received 
the A Merit Award for services to cardiac surgery. This NHS 
incentive bonus is worth about £35,000 each year. In the sa nBft 
year Dr Bolsin left the country with his family and nowwcora^ 
in Australia. Mr Wisheart then turned to adult cardiac surged - 
An independent inquiry, published in March 1997, found his i 
adult mortality rate was four limes higher than other sur- 
geons in the unit. Shortly before the report was published,,: j 
Mr Wisheart stepped down as medical director and retire^ 
from operating. Mr Wisheart describes himself as ajnfflf^ 
devoted to his work. He has said: “Tve served the patients.^ 
of the West Country for 22 years, literally body and soulful 
As it prepares to start proceedings on Monday, questions^ 
are being asked as to whether the General Medical Gofflkfs 
ciL the doctors' own watchdog, is the best place to invests 1 
pte what William VShldegrave, the former Bristol MP, called. 1 
in a letter “The RR I nTHIm Hicrtu * -■ ■' ■ i 
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in a letter. “The BRI cardiac disaster." ■ T 

Laurence Vick, of Tozers solicitors in Exeter, Devon, is 
representing 21 of the families in law suits against the Unit- 
ed Bristol Healthcare Trust; seven of the cases are children 
who survived but were brain damaged Mr Vick has sough* 
leave to apply for a judicial review to have the GMC’s pow- 
ers reviewed in the High Court. “We have been very con- 1 
ccmed about the lack of information and secrecy surroum&gj 
the GMC process," he said. . 4 

In a preliminary hearing this week, it was made dial 
the GMC will not be looking at cases where children suf? 
vived operations but with serious brain damage, regardless 
of the quality of life afterwards. “The way ibings stafid at ' 
the moment," said the father of one of these children, ndw 
a four-year-old boy who now cannot hear, see or speak, "M? 
son is counted as a success." - v 
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*0 the manor born. Then the National Trust took over 
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i • . Chastleton House had 
- been in the family of 
Surah Jewel/ since it was 
built in 1610. Then, in 
1991, unable to afford 
its upkeep, her 
grandmother sold it off 
to the National Trust. 
Last week she returned 
for the first time to her 
childhood playground as 
a member of the public. 

■ v 



Above; Sarah Jewell in front of the restored Chastleton House. As a child, her grandfather Alan Cfutton-Brodc would shuffle down the long drive, puffing on his pipe and unlock the gates to let her and 
her family in. Below right; 16-year-old Sarah, top, together with her sisters in 1976, standing on the front steps Photography. John Lawrence 



When I was a child I always 
wanted to have a party in the 
Long Gallety of Chastleton 
House in Oxfordshire. It is the 
most beautiful room I have ever 
seen, with the longest barrel- 
vaulted ceiling in England, and 
1 wanted to show it off to my 
friends and to dance up and 
down on the creaking floor- 
boards as my ancestors had 
done. 

I never did have a party in 
the Long Galleiy but I got mar- 
ried in the 12tb-centuiy church 
next to the house and had a 
mSEnificent wedding reception 
a^Thastleton. A huge log fire 
roared in the Great Hall and 
the whole room hummed with 
excitement as we danced and 
laughed under the beady eyes 
of my forebears, whose portraits 
line the walls. 

I was the last direct de- 
scendant of Walter Jones - the 
wealthy wool merchant who 


HuDt the house in 1610-ioget 
married at Chastleton. Two 
years after my wedding, in 
1991. the house was sold to the 
National Trust by my grand- 
mother, Barbara Clution- 
Brock. The Trust has spent the 
last six years restoring and ren- 
ovating the bouse and it has just 
been reopened. Last week J re- 
turned for the first time to see 
what changes have been made. 

As 1 drove into the new 
National Trust car park I felt 
choked with unexpected emo- 
tion. Throughout my child- 
hood my parents bad always 
driven me and my sisters 
straight up to the imposing 
wrought iron gates of the 
house, and we watched with ex- 
citement as my grandfather, 
Alan Quiton-Brock, shuffled 
down the drive, puffing on his 
pipe, to unlock them and let us 
in. Now 1 was a member of the 
public, like everyone else, with 


no preferential treatment 
I walked from the ear park 
through the dovecote field to- 
wards the bouse and was 
shocked to see a UnionJackfly- 
ing from one of the turrets. Thai 
was something my grandparents 
would certainly never have ap- 
proved ot They lived unosten- 
tatious^ in bohemian disorder 
In tbeir imposing Jacobean 
country manor. But the 
National Trust staff and vol- 
unteers were extremely wel- 
coming and the first thing that 
struck me on entering the 
Great Hall was how dean it 
looked. Gone were the cobwebs 
and the thick layers of dust and 
the piles of books and en- 
velopes that seemed to cover 
every surface. 

My grandfather, who in- 
herited Chastleton in 1955, 
was an artist and Slade profes- 
sor of fine art at Cambridge and 
was more concerned with his 


painting or reading than keep- 
ing the house tidy. Added to this 
be bad very little money. Look- 
ing after Chastleton and paying 
for its upkeep imposed a crip- 
pling financial burden which no 
generation since the time of 
Whiter Jones had been able to 
cope with. That is why the 
bouse is such a Jacobean trea- 
sure; nobody ever had enough 
money to alter Us structure or 
contents. Sixteenth century 
Flemish tapestries and 17th- 
century “flamestitch" hangings 
still adorn the walls in the bed- 
rooms, and huge 18th-century 
pewter plates line the walls of 
the kitchen. 

When I was a child it was al- 
ways exciting to explore the 
bouse. My sisters and 1 used to 
love running around searching 
for the secret room where 
Arthur Jones, the grandson of 
■Walter Jones, hid after the 
Battle of Worcester in 1651. 


Arthur was a Royalist and had 
been fighting for Charles U but 
the troops were defeated by 
Cromwell and Arthur galloped 
back to Chastleton with 
Cromwells soldiers in hot pur- 
suit. His quick-witted wife. 
Sarah - my childhood heroine 
- hid him in the secret closet 
over the porch and although the 
pursuing soldiers found his ex- 
hausted horse in the stables 
they couldn’t find him. 

Sarah saved Arthur's life by 
lacing the soldiers' beer with 
laudanum and saddling up one 
of their horses for his escape as 
the soldiers slumbered. My as- 
ters and I used to lie on the bed 
in the secret room and pretend 
we could hear the horses gal- 
loping towards us. The bed 
has now gone and the entrance 
to the room is harred with one 
of the National Trust’s trade- 
marks: a rope. It’s a small re- 
striction, but to me it was the 




most powerful symbol of the 
change of ownership. 

Most of the access to the 
bouse is completely unrestrict- 
ed, however, and visitors are 
free to wander around wherever 
they wanL The Trust has re- 
stored the bouse with great care 
and sensitivity and it has very 
successfully maintained the at- 
mosphere of gentle decay, yet 
many of the visitors I spoke to 
said that the wooden furniture 
needed a really good polish, not 
just to make it shine but to pre- 
serve it One man told me he 
felt so depressed by the gener- 
al state of dusty disrepair that 
he was going home “to have a 
stiff drink”. To me, of course, 
the rooms all seemed cleaner 
than I had ever seen them. But 
they also felt emptier, despite 
the people milling around. 

I felt sad that the house is 
just a showcase now without any 
of the family there and without 
the hope of any more family cel- 
ebrations to make it sing. Mine 
was the last of many happy wed- 
dings at the house. Dorothy 
Whitmore-Jones, who lived at 
Chastleton until 1857 and who 
brought up her seven children 
there, wrote in a letter to a 
friend about the marriage of her 
daughter Frances: “I invited the 
neighbourhood to a dance 
which really was a very gay and 
pretty thing; all those blue and 
pink gossamer- looking girls 
moving about in this beautiful 
well lit ball was well worth 
seeing and so thought our 
guests, who expressed a wish 
that there might be an annual 
marriage at Chastleton.” 

Although the visitor can 
wander at will, the rooms are 
guarded by National Trust vol- 


unteers. Their presence, 
although very friendly and 
benign, still felt like an intru- 
sion to me. They were a con- 
stant reminder that my fantasy 
of one day inheriting Chastle- 
ton was never going to happen. 
The only guardians of the 
bouse in my grandmother’s 
time were her cats: she had 21) 
of them and they would hiss and 
arch tbeir backs at any unwel- 
come intruders. Both my 
grandparents used to show 
people around the house at 
weekends but my grandfather’s 


opinion of visitors was entire- 
ly pragmatic He would look out 
of the lead-latticed window of 
the oak parlour after lunch 
and when he saw- a car or a 
coach approaching he would 
rub his hands together and say 
with a wny smile. “Oh good, 
here comes another bottle of 
gin up the drive." 

Chastleton House can by 
visited by pre-arranged appoint- 
ment only (telephone: 01608 
074284) but it is fully booked 
until March 1988. 
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de?0 ^ ic *Ve will remember, try to figure Ruth out. My Ruth. Their Ruth. Our Ruth 
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>n Monday the 
leinorial service was 
eld for Ruth Picardie, 
Is friend and former 
^league at The 
idependent. 


Genevieve and 1 spot each otherffom op- 
posite sides of Red Lion Square and wave. 
We collide at the entrance of the Conway 
Hall I ask how she is. Genevieve says she 
can’t believe we’re here for this; a memo- 
rial service for Ruth Nadine Picardie. 
Can I? And I say, no, I can’t. 

We walk inside. Genevieve is nervous 
about her address. Too long? Tbo short? 
Tbo plain? Tbo fancy? Is Ruth there in the 
words? I soothe: Ruth will be there. Ruth 
will be everywhere. 

Genevieve says she’s promised herself 
she won’t break down.l joke that she had 
better not, because people will, of course, 
boo. Genevieve starts. I instantly say. sor- 
ry, Imagined I was being funny. Okay, you 
break down. So what? You loved her. 

Genevieve leaves to talk to Ruth's bus- 
band Matt and her sister Justine. I wan- 
der outside. Groups form, drag on last 
cigarettes, make tinny small talk about 
work, partners, bad movies, good food. 

Minutes pass. More and more people 
congregate- Most wear black, many cany 
babies. Faces you saw last week, laces you 


haven’t seen in years. Helen appears, lapol-. 
ogise for not being ran time earlier, Brix- 
ton tube was shut, today of all days. A queue 
forms. I check the time: 10255. We go ia 

Justine and Matt welcome us with 
warm hugs, meant kisses. We file to our 
seats. J count: 12 rows. Purple flowers lie 
scattered, candles scent the air lavender. 
It begins. We celebrate Ruth, dead from 
cancer at 33. We will remember, tty to fig- 
ure Ruth ouL My Ruth. Their Ruth. Our 
Ruth. 

Here's one Ruth, bright and fierce, re- 
flected in a reading from Pippi Longstodring, 
the book she adored as a child, the book 
her family read to her as she lay in the hos- 
pice. Perfect symmetry: the story of an in- 
dependent Miss, “the only girl in the 
world who may do exactly what she wants." 

And over here: the Ruth who “was al- 
lergic to authority”. And there: the Ruth 
who hated rudeness. And this Ruth, too, 
the Ruth of the Old Testament book, ded- 
icated to her women friends. Ruth’s father 
stands, reads the Biblical verses, first in He- 
brew, then m English. 



At the lectern Man recalls meeting his 
Ruth at the Cambridge University Labour 
ctofr Rnth the younger, Ruth the head-over- 
heels. She was, what, 19? She dazzled in a 
sexy tartan mini-skirt and told him bow 
“cool and hard” she thought he was. “As 
it" Matt says. There is laughter and more, 
the memory of good times, lest we forget 
them and play the past false. 

Matt summons the major and the mi- 
nor; chance remarks Ruth made, her po- 
litical beliefs, howshe tried to balance the 
gift of their children, Lola and Joe, with 
the pain of being taken from them. She so 
wanted to watch her babies grow. 

And Ruth is, as predicted, everywhere; 
such a cruel comfort. She walks among us, 
a soothing presence, in the recitation of 
“Phan lasi a for Elvira Shatayev”. like the 
poem, she asks us not to worry. Practical 
Ruth. And romantic Ruth, dreaming 
through “The First Time Ever I Saw Your 
Bee”, the song her brother-in-law sings 
now. as be originally sang it at Ruth and 
Malt’s wedding. 

Genevieve does crack, momentarily. 


Everyone understands. 

Babies squall. Adults weep. A couple 
dutch hands and sob. The deep, sore, self- 
ish sobbing that is as much Tor ourselves 
as for tbe missing. 

Justine reads from Ruth’s Observer 
column, “Before 1 Say Goodbye**. Justine 
conjures Ruth, the “1" that blinked out, and 
reads about the day Ruth found out she 
would die. Justine reads about the sheer 
bloody inconvenience of it. Justine reads 
and the lines are alive. Each word bums 
with die spirit of the adventurer Ruth was 
- perhaps still is - and. for a second, the 
world rights itself. We bear Ruth’s voice and 
she sounds sorted. Angry, but sorted A 
proper grace note. Justine pauses, signs the 
column off: “I know life will go on... It’s 
just that 1 will miss it so.” 

Ruth’s mother steps up last takes a piece 
of paper and softly reads “Blackwater 
Woods”. Full circle:she brought her here, 
she sends her out. It is the way of things. 

Then the lights dim and music plays. 
And suddenly there Ruth is, the girl her- 
self, up on the screen at the from of the 


hall, a trick of the light. 

Ruth in her garden, hair cropped close 
because of the chemotherapy. 

Ruth the chubby baby in a cute hat, 

Ruth on her tricycle, legs pedalling. 

Ruth the sultry teenager, short of skirt 
and hright of lip. posed against a poster, 
staring right at you. 

Ruth bent double laughing at a joke well 
never hear. 

Rulh the bride w ith her beloved Malt, 
her curls for once ramed and roped wilh 
petals. 

Ruth relaxed, happy in the heat of a 
summer’s day. 

Rulh, sweaty and ecstatic in her hospi- 
tal bed, holding her twins, a job well done. 

Around and around the pictures turn, 
illuminating the dark, snapshots from 
something cut short; this is our daughter, 
our sister, our wife, our mother, our griev- 
ously mourned friend. On and on the pho- 
tographs whirl until we end where we 
began: Ruth in her garden, frozen still, lace 
U> ihe sun. Ruth is smiling. She is here and 
she is not here. 
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There is an element of lottery in the law, 
but it is not decided randomly, by ping- 
pong balls in a wind machine. There is a 
bias in the system which ensures that some 
people a re more likely to win than o there. 
The narrow social background of judges 
has long been recognised as an obstacle 
to the impartial dispensation ofjustice, an 
obstacle being eroded with glacial slow- 
ness. Yesterday, die Lead Chancellor, Lord 
livine, suddenly announced new measures 
to open up the appointment of judges. 

At first sight, he seems to deserve at 
least iwo cheers for widening the pool from 
which judges can be appointed and for 
making the process of appointment more 
transparent There is no doubt that these 
small steps, such as asking people to ap- 
ply for (op judicial jobs instead of choos- 
ing them in secret, and taking into account 
career breaks to raise famflies, are infinitely 
preferable to inaction. But they are, in fact, 
so small that they would be utterly unex- 
ceptional in any other field of public ap- 


pointment And for that reason we can 
raise only a single shout of applause. 

The overwhelming impression contin- 
ues to be one of a dosed and secretive sys- 
tem, with which Lord Irvine is quite 
happy because he controls it He uses his 
power to benign ends, to be sure. He has 
also appointed two solicitors as deputy 
High Court judges, and rightly boasts that 
this has not happened before. Opening the 
judiciary to solicitors is long overdue. 

But it is unsettling, to say the least that 
be simply abandoned a promised consult- 
ation on the idea of an independent 
body to appoint judges. His derision was 
so abrupt that it leaves a clutch of lead- 
ing lawyers with a meeting with his de- 
partment pencilled into their diaries for 
later this month - a meeting that now 
seems redundant 

A key element of the status quo , then, 
is to remain in place. There was a time 
when Labour in opposition cond emn ed the 
principle of a government minis ter ap- 


pointing judges. Then Tony Blair became 
leader, and Mr Blair is Lord Irvine’s pro- 
tfigfc the party’s condemnation was quietly 
dropped. Still, the idea of an arm’s-length 
Appointments Co mmiss ion lived on, and 
the new government said it would consult 
on the merits of the proposal. 

Yesterday Lord Irvine said he had de- 
rided not to proceed with a commission, 
but instead to concentrate on making the 
changes he regards as most urgent. 

There is much to be said for not gov- 
erning by endless consultation and reviews; 
it maybe that a commission would simply 
be another quango dominated by judicial 
vested interests and absorbed into the pre- 
sent government machine. But to ditch a 
consultation process that has barely begun 
looks somewhat high-handed. 

All that is left of the idea of a check 
on the actions of government is a pledge 
from Lord Irvine that he intends in the 
long term to review whether to appoint 
an ombu dsman to examine complaints 


from anyone who feels unfairly treated by 
the appointments process. As a short-term 
pledge (his would be inadequate. As a 
long-term “maybe” it is feeble. 

There is also a leaden silence from the 
Lord Chancellor on the barriers to an inc- 
lusive, representative judiciary farther 
down the food chain. The appointment of 
OCX the barrister 61ite of “silks" from 
which judges are drawn, is still carried out 
in secret, through informal “soundings 
and in a way that appears to discriminate 
against women and ethnic minorities. 

In the small world of the new politico- 
legal establishment, it was Lord Irvine's 
other former pupil, Cherie Booth, who last 
month appeared to act as a spokeswoman 
for the Lord Chancellor's department. It 
had “recognised" that women’s careers 
were slowed down more than men s by 
having a family, she said. “I think it is per- 
fectly possible for women to have children, 
maintain an active role with those children 
and still develop a practice to a degree 


which allows you to apply for and get 
it.” She has. of course, proved it, but she 
is wholly exceptional. She not only became 
a QC at die young age of 40, but fc on the 
&st rung of the ladder in the judging busi- 
ness as an assistant recorder. Her success 
- thoroughly deserved - does nett mean 
that the urgency of reform has dim i n i sh ed. 

The figures tell their own story. There 
axe 3,151 judges in England and y&tes. Of 
these, 306 are women and 15 are non- 
white. “Not one black High Court Judgfljj; 
as Mr Blair himself said in his speech (o 
the Labour conference last week. The news 
bulletins tell the other, recurring part of 
the story, such as the judge last month who 
said that if a persistent shoplifter had to 
be separated from her baby at birth, that 
was part of her punishment The white, 
male, privately-educated bias of the judic- 
iary is a blot on British justice, and 
demands more vigorous action than the 
Lord Chancellor’s tentative steps towards 
reform. 
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Tories and race 


Sin Rupert Cornwell (“Even 
Canute would not tiy to hold 
back the tide of multicultural- 
ism". 9 October) offers a re- 
freshing riposte to Lord 
Tebbit’s narrow and zero-sum 
view of British society, where 
other cultures apparently have 
little to offer and may well 
Balkan! sc us into mutually hos- 
tile tribes. 

Cornwell points to the Unit- 
ed States* continuing vitality, 
drawing strength from its di- 
versity. One could go further, 
in that American success in de- 
veloping the sinews of a glob- 
al market - with its 
predominance in IT media, fi- 
nance and energy flows - is not 
simply attributable to having 
available capital and powerful 
transnational corporations, but 
also to the experience it has de- 
rived from being the world’s 
leading multicultural society. 
Yes. there are domestic prob- 
lems of adjustment. But this has 
given the US an edge in strik- 
ing deals with other nations and 
being flexible and culturally 
attuned to their local markets 
as the US seeks further to 
prise open world trade. 

Britain with an equally di- 
vergent domestic culture 
should celebrate the opportu- 
nities and advantages this may 
offer us. 

RICHARD de ZOYSA 
Senior Lecturer in Politics 
South Bank University 
London SE1 
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cull policy could have been re- 
stricted to them instead of4Rs 
arbitrary, unscientific and ulti- 
mately unsuccessful cull policy 
which has so far cost the sui- 
cides of three farmers and the 
taxpayer £4bn. And his urine 
test has now been shown to be 
positive in 15 out of 15 humans 
who were subsequently proved 
to have CJD. Why is this test 
not being used to screen all 
blood donors? 

HC GRANT MD FRCP 
London NW3 







Sir William Hague tells us 
that he went to the Netting Hill 
Carnival to demonstrate the 
Conservative Party’s support for 
a multicultural Britain. It might 
have looked better if he’d just 
gone because he wanted to be 
there. 

Has Mr Hague been to the 
carnival before? 1 doubt it. 
Twenty years ago. while most of 
us were first enjoying things like 
the carnival, the young Hague 
was making pompous pro- 
nouncements at the Tory party 
conference. Little has changed. 
KEITH JOHNSON 
IsleworOi , Middlesex 


tuiy - the music of Britten and 
Tippett, the poetry of Auden, 
the original military genius of 
T E Lawrence, the economics 
of Keynes, the painting of 
Hockney, the drama of Coward 
and Rattigan. the wit of Fry, the 
acting of Gielgud and McK- 
ellen. No wonder the leader of 
the opposition sent a message 
to gay ... 

Er, start again. British tra- 
ditions must be defended. In 
seeking reform of institutions 
such as the House of Lords. let 
us reaffirm the time-tested 
principle of heredity and abol- 
ish new-fangled devices such as 
slack-mouthed life peers. 
MICHAEL MASON 
London SH7 


Arts for the people 


Sir: I share Lord Tebbit’s ad- 
miration for our nation's cul- 
ture. from its deep classical 
roots in the philosophies of Pla- 
to and Socrates, through the 
Elizabethan flowering of such 
writers as Marlowe and Shake- 
speare, right up to our own cen- 


Sin I wonder if Lord Tebbit's 
call for a one-culture Britain 
might not quite be the best way 
for the Tories to launch a re- 
covery in Wales and Scotland. 
BRIAN JONES 
Leeds 


Sir. If David Lister (“Council 
goes in search of a future role”, 

3 October) is saying that it is not 
imperative that arts councils 
should persist in exactly their 
present form, many of us would 
agree. Nothing is for ever. The 
Arts Council of Wales will wel- 
come debate, whether now or 
in the future Welsh Assembly. 

The mission of an arts coun- 
cil is mucb wider than he im- 
plies. Bringing art to the people 
of Wales is exactly what the 
Council seeks to do. Small 
towns near and far from Cardiff 
are hungry for good arts pro- 
vision. It is not all about flag- 
ship companies. 

Chris Smith has rightly said 
that “things of quality have to 
be accessible to all". -Arts coun- 
cils have to help ensure that 
what is accessible is of high 
quality. This is not done by “a 
civil servant on a wet Wednes- 
day”, but very largely by mem- 


bers of Council and panels 
who are artists and experts in 
their own right and meticulous 
in withdrawing from discus- 
sions when their own interests 
are involved. 

We should not rush to dis- 
pense with this network of 
high quality, unpaid advice. 
Let us, too, continue to protect 
our writers, painters, com- 
posers from having their cre- 
ative agendas determined for 
them by political processes 
which will not always benign. 
Had the Royal Academy been 
funded direct by a govern- 
ment department, it would 
have been surprising if in recent 
weeks ministers bad not felt 
obliged to intervene. . 

Before rushing to judge- 
ment on the arts councils, we 
would do well to see what al- 
ternatives may be on offer. 

Sir RICHARD LLOYD JONES 
Chairman 

Arts Council of Wales 
Cardiff 


Corrupt police 


Sir The admission by Sir Paul 
Coadon, Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police (report, 7 
October) that “there is a sig- 
nificant minority” of corrupt of- 
ficers” in bis force makes a 
refreshing change from the 
usual bland assertions by some 
senior officers that the police 
must represent the public 
“warts and all". 

But a more radical approach 
is needed than simply setting up 
special anti-corruption squads 
or changing the pension regu- 
lations to prevent bent officers 
from retiring on ill-hcalth 
grounds. 

Direct entry by outstanding 
candidates to top posts would 
obviate the problem encoun- 
tered by senior officers who 
have been obliged by peer pres- 
sure in their rank-and-file days 
to commit indiscretions which 
could now be held against them 
as they try to attack corruption. 


When the image of Scotland 
Yard stood supreme, during the 
stewardship of the direct en- 
trant Lord Trenchard in the 
1930s, the attitude of that Com- 
missiooer towards allegations of 
pohoe malpractice was, “Tell the 
truth immediately”. Perhaps a 
return to a similar philosophy 
would not come amiss in the 
1990s. 

JOHN KENNY 
London SWI9 


Test for BSE 


Sir: Of course there is a theo- 
retical risk of blood donors who 
are incubating CJD transmit- 
ting the disease (report, 8 Oc- 
tober). The subsequent flue of 
some of the patients who. be- 
tween 1959 and 1985, received 
injections of CID-contamiuat- 
ed human growth hormone 
suggests that it can be trans- 
mitted in this way. 

The statement that it has 
”ncver occurred” through 


blood transfusion is meaning- 
less. Here is a disease whose in- 
cubation period is measured in 
years and whose infective agent 
cannot be identified because it 
cannot be grown in an incuba- 
tor and observed under the mi- 
croscope in the usual way. 
There is only one way to pre- 
vent blood transfusions from 
transmitting CJD and that 
would be to use a test on all 
blood donors. 

There is a possible test, de- 
vised by a distinguished virolo- 
gist, Dr Haxash Narang, who has 
devoted more than 25 years to 
the study of this mysterious in- 
fective agent. He first offered a 
test to the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture in 1988 and they refused to 
tiy it It would have revealed 
that for every cow destroyed 
with florid BSE there would be 
hundreds incubating the disease 
but going into the food chain. 

More recently the lest 
would have identified cattle 
incubating BSE so that the 


MI5 to open files 

Sin I can confirm that the in? 
formation given to David Tipp- 
er (letter, 4 October) vSi 
correct M15 have begunja se- 
ries of transfers of their older 
records to the Public Record 
Office, in line with the process 
routinely followed by other 
government departments. The 
first records to be transferred 
will be made available to Ifae 
public uLour reading root® on 
18 November. This first trans- 
fer, which contains virtually all 
surviving material for the period 
of the First World Whr, will in- 
deed be followed by others for 
the inter-war period- and the 
Second World War. • 

The Public Record Offer 
does certainly not regard tiidP? 
excise as a “sop”, nor was this 
expression ever used to. Mr 
Turner. We are very pleased in- 
deed that Lbe transfer of MI5 
files, a process which has been 
some time in the planning, is 
now under way. 

ANNE CRAWFORD 
Press Officer 
Public Record Office 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey 


News in poetry 

Sir: Ruth Padel's article on Na- 
tional Pbetiy Day (7 Octohri 
pricked ray conscience. I wlf 
hunting for the Daily Pbem ana 
found it sandwiched between 
the following stories: “Shoppers 
take wing for London”; 
“Tourists flown home after 
firm’s collapse"; “Frequ^t 

fliers have more sex". Have I be- 
come more aware, due to Ruth 
Padel, or are your headline 
writers part of the ‘^mavenxnf', 
another Hughes or just Ldrfcin 
about? Metaphor, alliteration, 
rhythm, not to mention sesflal 
allusion are constituents offjpe 


poetic convention. 
BRENDAN SMITH 
Puriey, Surrey 


Young bards, whate'er you do to make a name, shun dread Poetry Day, it brings no fame 



MILES 

KINGTON 


As I was going home last night. 

Rather tired and slightly light 
I beard a fellow on the bus 
Say to himself, or to ail of us. 

“Oh no! Oh Lord! I dean forgot! 

Oh dear! Now I'm in a spot!” 

He sat and groaned and moaned aloud 
While everyone in that home-bound crowd 

Looked at each other curiously 

Wondering what his plight might be. 

At last, one braver than the rest 
(Or perhaps less British) then addressed 
That suffering man upon the bus 
And said: "Hey, hey - why all this fuss? 
Why do you grieve and sorrow so? 

Gome on, tell us! We want to know! 

Blow your nose. Dry your eye. • 

Here’s a Kleenex. Now', try, man. try!” 

The passenger blew his nose so hard 
That everyone recoiled a yard. 

Then crept back dose to bear how he 
Might justify his misery. 

“This morning, when I woke up in bed. 


My girl turned to me," be said, 

“And forthwith challenged me to say 
What special day it was today. 

‘Oh no!’ 1 said. ‘It cannot be 
Our wedding anniversary! 

Have I forgotten it once again? 

It must have slipped my poor old brain.’ 
‘No. no,’ she said, 'how can that be? 

You are not even married to me! 

You still may pop the question yet. 

But till that day you're quite safe, pet...’ 

It's true. The slate that we live in 
Is less like marriage, more like sin. 

’You’re right.’ 1 said. ‘So what's today? 

The equinox? The First of May? 

The start of National Peanut Week? 

Early closing on Mustiquu? 

A national feast in Pakistan? 

Dylan Thomas Day in Laughame?' 

‘Ah - now you're getting warm!’ she smiled. 
•Think WLB. Yeats. Think Oscar Wilde!’ 
'Something Irish?’ ] surmised. 

‘Something poetical, rather, say. 


Today is National Poetry Day! 

Today's the day when all must try 
To write a little poetry. 

To gurgitate a little verse. 

No matter how cursory or terse.' 
‘Gurgitate?’ I said. 'Can there be 
Such a word in the dictionary?’ 

‘Whether there can or not,' said she, 

*Is immaterial to me. 

Poetic licence says there can! 

Now, listen, if you are a man. 

Write a poem, today, for me, 

Write it gently, tenderly 

So when you hit the homeward road. 

You’ll bring your sonnet, or your ode. 

And when wine is served and candles lit. 
You can softly read me it.* ” 

The man looked anguished as he spoke. 

He was a decent-looking bloke. 

But it was plain that he'd forgotten 
To write his poem. Now be fell rotten. 

But ail at once the man who first 

Had asked him why he groaned and cursed 


Said: “Come on - stop your w hining lad! 

Things are really not so bad. 1 

You're not the only one, you know. 

Who’s going home with nowt to show. 

AH of us upon this bus 

Were meant to bring ou home with us 

A piece of poetry for the wife, 

But have we got it - not on your life! ‘ 

Am I right in my shrewd guess?” 

And as one man we shouted “Yes!” 

"You see," he said, “this Pbetiy Day 
Is just a load of straw and hay. 

Nobody takes it seriousfy, - : 

Except the press. You’re bound to see 
The papers print a bit of verse. 

Some of it bad, some of it worse. . i\ 

It fills up space and makes them look smart, 7,m 
Though they couldn’t give a toss for art. 

But everyone else can turn a blind eye 

When National Ifoetiy Day comes by." ••• . • ;■*' 

It seems a very sensible view. 

I think he was probably right. Don’t you? - ! 
Thanks to the National Lottery for its suppori 
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The Conservative should fear 
a referendum over Europe 


How will we draw the d 
if we’re all liberals now? 


ine lines 


DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

DECEPTIVE 

HARMONY 


Is the Tbiy party gradually coming to its sens- 
es over Europe? Sir Leon Britten, vice Pres- 
ident of the European Commission and an 
ardent advocate of advocate EMU claims 
to thinks so. At a Blackpool fringe meeting 
yesterday he suggested that the argument 
was beginning to turn his way. Sir Leon is 
a notorious optimist. But it's still a case worth 
examining. 

By promising Tory backbenchers a free 
£*vote on EMU Willi am Hague has licensed 
i a significant minority of pro European 
>• MPs to follow the lead of Kenneth Oarke 
in campaigning for a yes vote in a re fere n- 
. dum. The passionately pro-EMU David 
: Curry, along with Sir George Young and 
. Stephen Dorrell refused to accept a Shad- 
■ : ow Cabinet decision, taken in their absence, 
. to rule out the single currency for the next 
decade, substituting the distinctly elastic “for 
the foreseeable future”. Peter Ulley in an 
emollient-sounding passage on EMU in his 
speech yesterday acknowledged the sincer- 
ity with which some “good Conservatives" 
believe in British entry. When Hague pri- 
vately saw the Tory MEPs last month he was 
singularly undoctrinaire. He had never, he 
reminded them, ruled out a single curren- 
y, cyfor ever. The hard core of delegates mov- 
tjring from one Europhobic fringe meeting to 
another is probably no more than 250. The 
•. pro-European lory left, emboldened by the 
unexpected momentum of Clarke's July lead- 
. ership campaign, are claiming fresh sup- 
. porters and a new sense of purpose. Finally, 
one of tbe brightest new MPls, Andrew lyric, 
who is anything but a Oarkeite, will make 
■i a speech next month pleading with the-par- 
ty to resume its pre-election stance of “wait 
r and see". 

All this is seductive. But Sir Leon is be- 

• ing a good deal too optimistic. Hague's lead- 
ership is not yet consolidated. The Portillos, 

; . the Fattens, the Clarkes still loom ominously 
. over his shoulder. Few of his colleagues yet 
speak of him with total confidence. This re- 
cr qnains a party dangerously at ease with itself. 
J/iBlood isn’t being spilt about Europe, on the 

• fringe and on the conference floor because 
many of the rank and file are now confident 
the policy is in their own hands. This is still 
a party in which a rostrum speaker can de- 
clare that continental are "‘different" because 
they “eat horses" and be wildly applauded 
rather than howled down. Yes, here and 
there, are little shafts of humility in defeat 
- a recognition that if Eurosceptidsm was 
thelbries' trump card. Labour wouldn't have 
won so big, least of all in those constituen- 
cies where candidates opposed the single cur- 
rency outright. A few senior Eurosceptics 
doubt that the Tories could credibly campaign 

1 for withdrawal once Britain was in. But the 

r ntre of gravity is elsewhere. 

Even last week's modest success by the 
. Shadow Cabinet's pro-European rump now 
.. looks fragile. Michael Howard, John Red- 


wood, and Ian Duncan Smith are seeking 
to overturn it at the next meeting - secur- 
ing at the very least a formal, cast-iron com- 
mitment to oppose EMU in a referendum 
this Parliament, and that the next manifesto, 
if Britain hasn’t already joined EMU, will 
be firmly against the single currency. Peter 
Lilley’s smooth words yesterday may make 
it that mudi more difficult for Labour to por- 
tray the party as crankily extreme. But they 
belie the reality: that many in the party are 
now willing Blair to call a referendum in 
which they believe, whether self-deluding- 
ty or not, they can defeat the Government- 

This is mildly bad news for the Govern- 
ment If Sir Leon’s optimism is misplaced 
then it follows that the risks of an early ref- 
erendum are all the greater. The Tbries 
would lose a lot of business support, perhaps 
permanently, and in the long term cata- 
strophically. But they would have on their 
side Rupert Murdoch (Lhe Sun was at it .n gain 
yesterday, trying to taunt Blair into backing 
off EMU) and Goorad Black. This won't stop 
the Government declaring at the end of the 
year, that while it won't joia on January 1, 
1999, it is in favour of doing so as soon as 
the conditious are right No-one, probably 
Kair included, yet knows when he would caB 
a referendum. It could be as earlier as next 
year. But nothing that has happened in 
Blackpool makes a referendum before the 
next general election likelier than it was. If 
you are going to “bet the ranch" on EMU 
entry, it may be better to wait until the 
ranch’s lease is up for renewal anyway. 

But if it’s bad for the Government it’s 
worse for the Tbries themselves. First there 
is the danger of a split party. Tory Euro-scep- 
tics who hope that Oarke is about to give 
up the House of Commons and shuffle off 
to some big job in international finance 
should think again. Indirect overtures were 
made to him about the possibility of be- 
coming boss of tbe European Bank of Re- 
construction and Development, which he 
politely rejected. Nor is there anything in the 
rather forlorn attempt by some members of 
the Shadow Cabinet’s Eurosceptic majori- 
ty to argue that since Clarke has now said 
he is against angle currency entry on Jan- 
uary 1, 1999, he is on their side. Clarke re- 
mains as in favour of the principle of the 
single currency as be ever was. He therefore 
remains a pivotal figure of this Parliament. 
If Blair were to call a referendum on EMU, 
he would be an essential part of the “yes” 
campaign. Most daunting of all for theEu- 
rophobe forces, PR could turn a licensed dis- 
agreement about EMU into a real split, with 
Oarke ending up at the head of a pro-Eu- 
ropean party of the centre right- He isn’t in 
favour of PR himself, and he isn’t a Peelite 
splitter by temperament. But he is nothing 
if not capable of reacting to changed cir- 
cumstances. 

Worse stiR, however, is the danger of long- 
term disconnection of the Tbries, first from 
business, and then from the electorate itself. 
Blackpool was crowded yesterday the bright 
young hopes of the lory party from Michael 
Portillo down, reinventing themselves spec- 
tacularly as gender, more permissive con- 
servatives. But this won’t count for much if 
the Tories’ European policy breaks the 
party’s link, first with business and then with 
the electorate. The great advantage of the 
“wait and see” imposed on the party by 
Oarke before the election was that it com- 
mitted it to nothing, while clearly subordi- 
nating party doctrine to the national interest. 
If public opinion, nurtured by Blair, starts 
to warm to EMU entry, then tbe danger is 
that Europe becomes for the Tories in the 
1990s what union reform was for Labour in 
the 1980s; and that could mean a lot of lost 
general elections. 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

THE TORIES' 
NEW LOOK 

So after all the years of ru- 
mours and whisperings Michael 
Portillo has finally come out. As 
a liberaL Tired of playing Robo- 
Portillo, wrapping himself in the 
Union jack and castigating sin- 
gle mothers and foreigners be 
has come over positively fluffy. 
Iblerance is his new creed, 
and the new user-friendly, TV- 

presentingRxtiUo is tolerant of 
sexual indiscretions by those in 
public life, tolerant of unions 
and tolerant of those who have 
children without getting mar- 
ried. Gee thanks Michael, Tm 
touched guv’nor, I really am. It 
is not surprising that Portillo 
should be one of tiie first Tbries 
out of this particular closet Af- 
ter the shock of defeat by an 
openly gay candidate had reg- 
istered, he was one of the first 
Conservatives to admit what a 
disaster the election bad been. 

Portillo is not alone in this. 
W illiam Hague has been mak- 
ing his own peculiar overtures 
to parts of the community .that 
Tbiy policies have so far failed 
to refresh. His desperately ca- 
sual appearance at the Notting 
Hill Carnival and his message 
to gay {Hide earlier this year sig- 
nalled a willingness to try and 
appeal to new constituencies. 
The basic problem that Hague 
has m trying to revivify th£ Tbry 
Party is . that while some like 
Tony Banks may say he looks 
very young, he acts as if he is 
very old. This must be why the 
lovely Ffion is wheeled out at 
eveiy occasion as if she was the 
real leader of the Tbry party 
who just happened to have an 
unfortunate taste in men. 

All this frantic re-position- 
ing begs many questions wt just 
for the Tories but for those on 
the Left too. It makes sense, 
and indeed seems the only vi- 
able option, for the Tbries to re- 
group ideologically around a 
libertarian position. They can 
lay claim to it historically and 
yet also if they are clever, pre- 
seat it as entirely modern, in 
keeping with the antihstatist 
and minima f government mod- 
el favoured by many. 

In theory, such a position is 
one way of drawing a dear bine 
line between themselves and 
Blair’s sometimes hectoring 
and patronising government. In 
practice, however, a genuine lib- 
ertarian position would appal 



Martin Adam and William Zachs with their daughter 


many of the Tory rank and file 
who find it hard to accept 
women as equals, never mind 
gay rights or the de-criminali- 
sation of hard drugs. Tbbbits 
jibe at “those who advocate 
sodomite marriage" is a sign of 
how for there is to go . The true 
libertarian must be able to say 
to Thbbit that not only 
“sodomite marriage “is per- 
missible, but so is adoption by 
gay couples with both recog- 
nised as legal parents. A liber- 
tarian position oq drugs would 
not advocate their use but con- 
sider their consumption to be 
an entirely private matter. 
Abortion too would be seen as 
a personal matter. 

While the sea of grey haired 
beads nodding off at Blackpool 
would have a hard time swal- 
lowing such social liberalism , 
the rest of us might wonder if 
such a transformation would 
destroy any meaningful divide 
between right wing and left 
wing thinking. Those already 
uncomfortable at Jack Straw’s 


refusal to contemplate the de- 
criminalisation of cannabis, 
and who cannot stand the dire- 
ty sensible pronouncements on 
food and alcohol and smoking 
by New Labour, may find solace 
in a party that treats us as grown 
ups capable of making our own 
decisions. Tbe end of ideology 
if it means anything, means that 
as tbe two parties vie to be the 
most effective managers of tbe 
free market, politics moves out 
of the public arena and invades 
the private sphere more and 
more, with those at the bottom 
of society experiencing more 
and more state intervention 
than those at the top. 

The current Labour party is 
liberal -ish. rather than liber- 
tarian, emphasising its tough- 
ness at every available 
opportunity. “The liberal Left 
views the family as repressive 
and wants the slate to legislate 
for equality and ‘alternative" 
lifestyles*." The Daily Telegraph 
warns us, again mistaking thus 
government for the liberal left 


Photograph: Colin McPherson 


Tony Blair has fallen over him- 
self promoting the family as the 
bedrock of stable communities. 
The Labour Party has pulled 
back from positive discrimina- 
tion. It sat tight during the 
Criminal Justice Bill, so the 
news that it legislates on behalf 
of “alternative lifestyles" is 
something of a shock. 

It has so far been good on 
gay rights, but such “toler- 
ance" which costs nothing fi- 
nancially suits an 
administration that has 
promised not to spend any 
more money than the Tbries. 
All of this means that is be- 


^ 6oriiingn>or£ and more difficult 
cue liberal and illiberal po- 


iu the traditional way. 
"When someone who has 
been - called a “right-wing 
- iuHpe” Oke Ann Leslie can 
^ write in the Doily Mail that she 
’“feds herself slightly to the left 
of New Labour”, Chen as she 
< : saysheiselt“aqytiMngcanbap- 

peri”. If both parties are the par- 
ties of low taxation; if both 
parties promise to reinstate lo- 
cal government; if both parties 
proclaim that they are wel- 
coming to everyone whether 
they arc gay or black or even fe- 
male, then tbe proof of the pud- 
ding is in the eating. 

' Some might see this as the 
inevitable Americanisation of 
politics, with both parties com- 
peting for the centre vote. Oth- 
ers might point out, as Polly 
Toynbee did this week, that 
. whatever Tbries say, there is not 
a liberal bone in their body 
politic. They cannot even begin 
-- to become a more modenv 
more in elusive party until they 
do something about their ter- 
rible lack of women MPs, yet 
because they cannot accept the 
idea of structural inequality, 
they cannot even consider a 
quota system. Thar would really 
be thinking the unthinkable 
instead of allowing their sad old 
men to say the unsalable at 
fringe meetings. 

Yet we should not be com- 
placent. Tbbbits remarks on 
mutli-culturalism were round- 
ly rebuked but naturally 
reprinted all over place. While 
we know he is wrong, the so- 
called liberal left has its own 
problems with muiti-aiiturafcm 
which it pays lip service to 
while whipping its own children 
out of schools where they make 
actually experience some of it 

What we are really witness- 
ing is the rusty machinery of the 
Tbry party cranking itself up for 
an era of cultural and moral rel- 
ativism. Maybe we don't want 
our politicians to be as absolute 
and as certain as they once 
were. When Labour is all hu- 
mility and giving and the Tbries 
suddenly all tolerance and com- 
passion, it’s a wonder they 
could bring themselves to op- 
poses each other in the first 
place. My feeling however is 
that as we increasingly expect 
oar politicians to make small 
rather than grand promises, to 
deliver a little rather than alot, 
we are ultimately asking for 
them to be less powerful. That 
strikes me as the one properly 
liberal positron, that neither left 
nor right has a lot of time for. 


Bibi Netanyahu’s failed bid to emulate King Claudius 



PATRICK 
COCKBURN 
COCK-UP AND 
CONSPIRACY 


Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli prime minister, may be tbe 
first political leader since Ham- 
let’s unde Claudius to try to IdB 
one of his enemies by putting 
poison in his ear. Neither at- 
tempt had a happy outcome, 
though Claudius's assasination 
bid was the better planned, 
since he waited until his victim 
’*tyas asleep. The Israeli leader. 
«\fcjr his past, gave the go-ahead 
for a plan by Mossad, the Israeli 
foreigp intelligence service, to 
]dU Khalid Meshal. a Hamas 
leader, by injecting a slow act- 
ing, but deadly poison, into his 
ear as he entered his office in 
Amman, Jordan. _ 

- Almost immediately it all 


went disastrously wrong. Mr 
Meshal is injected, but his 
bodyguard doggedly pursues 
and captures two Mossad 
agents, disguised as Canadian 
tourists. Suddenly the exotic 
poison does not seem such a 
good idea after all. An angry 
King Hussein, Israel's best 
friend in the Arab world, later 
said that if Mr Meshal had died 
he would have put the Mossad 
men on trial and, if found 
guilty, banged them. 

To avoid this happening Mr 
Netanyahu decides to send an 
antidote to the poison to Jor- 
dan to be administered to the 
Hamas leader, the preservation 
of whose life has suddenly be- 
come an Israeli priority. But 
King Hussein is now in a thor- 
oughly suspicious mood. How 
does he know that Mr Ne- 
tanyahu has really sent him the 
antidote? “He is an impossible 

man to deal with," he complains 
to President Clinton, according 
to the Israeli daily Ha’aretz. 
“He sent a syringe, but I don’t 
know if it was more poison." 

King Hussein wants the 
original formula for the poison 
to be on the safe side. But now 
there is a further problem. Mr 
Netanyahu says that the for- 
mula is “an Israeli national as- 
set". He will not give it up. Only 
when further representations 
are made by President Clinton 


does Israel identify the poison. 
Mr Meshal, whose chances 
were put by an Israeli official 
at 50:50, lives and the Israeli 
government breathes a collec- 
tive sigh of relief, suggesting 
some flaws m tbe original plan 
to kill him. 

In retrospect it all looks so 
frivolous. A difld could see that 
if tbe operation went right the 
benefits to Israel were marginal. 
Mr Meshal is not a senior fig- 
ure in Hamas, But if tbe plan 
went wrong then Israel would 
have offended and weakened 
King Hussein, who signed a 
peace treaty with Israel in 1994 
that is deeply unpopular among 
his own people. Now Israel was 
treating him with contempt. 

One senior member of 
Likud, Mr Netanyahu’s own 
party, commented pointeefy on 
the juvenile quality of his 
leader's decision-making by re- 
ferring to the Bible and, in par- 
ticular. to Ecdesostes, chapter 
10, verse 16, which reads; “Woe 
to you, O land, when your king 

is a child, and your princes feast 

in the morning." 

Almost obscured by the ab- 
surdities and dramas of the as- 
sassination attempt is that it 
caused Mr Netanyahu to reverse 
the most central of his govern- 
ment’s policies. For a year he 
has insisted that Yasser Arafat 
arrest members of Hamas, as 


tbe instigators of suicide bomb 
attacks. Again and again in 
briefings, private and public. Is- 
raeli officials would demand 
that Mr Arafat's Palestinian 
Authority, close down “the 
infostructure” of Hamas, its so- 
cial services on which some 
60,000 poorer Gazans rely. Un- 
til this was doae, Mr Netanyahu 
said, there would be no progress 
in implementing the Oslo 
agreement, no further with- 
drawals from the West Bank. 

It is this policy plank that has 
now been effectively aban- 
doned, without most Israelis 
noticing it. By releasing Sheikh 
Yassin, Lhe founder of Hamas, 

in order to get back the two cap- 
tured Mossad agents, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu has undercut his own 
demand for Mr Arafat to crush 
Hamas politically and militar- 
ily. Even if the Palestinian 
leader wanted to do it, he no 
kmger has the political strength 
to act. 

Why did Mr Netanyahu 
abandon this policy so feck- 
Icssly? It may be that be sim- 
pty regarded it as a way not to 
implement tbe Oslo accords, 
which he did not like anyway. 
It may also be that he never 
thinks more than a few days 
ahead. But there is another de- 
velopment, which he cot rid not 
have predicted Suddenly the Is- 
raeli- Palestinian conflict has a 


major new player Sheikh 
Yassin. 

It is not just that he is out 
of prison; he is acquiring real 
political stature. Hu was said to 
be at death's door and he has 
not been able to move bis arms 
and legs since a sporting acci- 
dent as a teenager. But Is- 
raelis and Palestinians forgot 
that these disabilities did not 
stop him becoming the most 
powerful religious figure in 
Gaza before he was jailed for 
life in 1989. Since Sheikh 
Yassin’s release from prison he 
has done nothing but give carc- 
folly-worded and forceful in- 
terviews. The press still talks of 
the “spiritual leader of Hamas", 
but it is becoming dear that he 
will be for more than that. 

Typically. Jordanians and 
Palestinians arc not convinced 
that the so-called Meshal affair 
was a spectacular Israeli bun- 
gle. Could it not be a subtle at- 
tempt by Israel to set King 
Hussein and Mr Arafat at each 
other’s throats? Why, for in- 
stance, did Israel ignore a note 
from King Hussein saying 
Hamas was interested in a 
ceasefire, sent lo Mr Ne- 
tanyahu two days before the 
ceasefire ? The answer is most 
probably sheer incompetence, 
bur this is unlikely to pass 
muster in the Arab world. 

Mr Arafat's suspicions were 


also stirred. Nothing makes 
Palestinians more angry than 
fear of a dirty deal between Jor- 
dan and Israel to do them out 
of their national rights. Now Mr 
Arafat could see Mr Netanyahu 
handing over, with maximum 
publicity. Sheikh Yassin to King 
Hussein. Links between Jordan 
and Hamas have been strength- 
ened. Could not Jordan be se- 
cretly trying to get back the 
West Bank, which it lost to Is- 
raeli armies in 1967. 

These fears surfaced at a 
Palestinian cabinet meeting in 
Gaza last week-end at which Mr 
Arafat and his ministers vent- 
ed their rage. Such was the vol- 
ume or yelling that the 
presidential guard, to prevent 
journalists waiting outside the 
doom from hearing what was ' 
being said, asked them to move 
into the courtyard. But even 
there furious voices could be 
overheard. In desperation (he 
guards told the drivers of the 
cars carrying Mr Arafat and his 
entourage to start their engines 
to drown out the sounds of liity 
from the cabinet meeting. 

Palestinians and Jordani- 
ans may be ovcr-suspicious. 
but they are surely right to be- 
lieve that the outcome of Mr 
Netanyahu s latest crisis has 
added new ingredients and 
new uncertainties to Lhe Mid- 
dle East conflict. 
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Yevgeny Khaldei 


Yevgeny Khaldei, 
photographer, bom Donbass, 
Ukraine 10 March 1917; 
married (one daughter); died 
Moscow 6 October 1997. 


If ihe name of the Russian pho- 
tographer Yevgeny Khaldei is 
unfamiliar, the iconic imagery 
he created is not. 

For many his most lasting 
image is of the Soviet flag be- 
ing raised over the Reichstag 
during the fall of Berlin in 
May 1945. The tale of how it 
was achieved has become a 
photographic legend: as Berlin 
began to fall Khaldei returned 
lo Moscow - with rolls of film 
he had taken - where he 
searched in vain fur Soviet 
flags lo take back to Berlin with 
him. He finally borrowed three 
red tablecloths from the news 
agency Tass, and his uncle 
sewed on the yellow stars, 
hammers and sickles. 

Khaldei then caught a plane 
to Berlin and took pictures of 
the first flag being held next to 
a statue of the Nazi eagle at 
Temp/ehof airport. The second 
he placed on top of the Brau- 
de n berg Gate. The third he 
photographed in the midst of 
the fighting in and around the 
Reichstag; he and a group of 
soldiers climbed to the roof 



Khaldei: iconic imagery 
Photograph: Novosti (London) 


where he task the photograph 
of his comrades hangin g th* flap 
out over the burning streets. 

This image became a sym- 
bol of Russia's strength and vic- 
tory over Germany, and it was 
sent around the world, but 
only after being slightly doc- 
tored ; one of the soldiers was 
dearly wearing two wrist watch- 
es, a sign of looting. One watch • 
was removed in the final copy 
that was distributed. Later, as 
the state propaganda machine 
took over, the KGB quietly re- 
placed the pictured soldiers 
(one of whom was from Dages- 
tan), with two more appropri- 
ate substitutes, the new flag- 
bearer being a Georgian like 
Stalin. The real participants 
were told to keep quiet, and the 
impostors were ceremoniously 
awarded medals by Stalin and 
credited for the heroic deed. 
They were even given a new 
** Victory" car each at the end 
of the war, although Khaldei 
had a smile on his lace when he 
told me that one of them had 
died just a few months later 
from drink-driving. He thought 
it poetic justice. 

Yevgeny Khaldei was born 
in 1917 into a Jewish family in 
Donbass, in Ukraine. It was the 
year of the Russian Revolution 
and anti-Semitism was rife. 
Yevgeny was just one year old 
when his mother was killed by 
a bullet that first passed 
through bis side as she held 
him. Later his father also per- 
ished, and he was raised by his 
grandmother. At the age of 13, 
inspired by photographs in 
magazines, he made a simple 
camera using card and a leas 
from his grandmother's 
spectacles. His subsequent por- 
traits of miners and steelwork- 
ers began to appear in his local 
paper. At IS he joined the 
lass news agency and continued 
photographing portraits of So- 
viet workers, and Communist 


Party officials. It was here 
that he met his wife Svetlana. 

When the Soviet Union 
joined the Second World Wa- 
in 1941, the newly promoted lx 
Khaldei was sent with his cam- 
era, a limited amount of film 
and bis trademark blade leather 
coat to accompany the Russian 
military on their struggle across 
Europe. His lens captured the 
people’s heroes, portra ying the 
Soviet war machine the way 
Stalin wanted the world to see 
it. Khaldei took photographs 
every day Russia was at war and 

was eyewitness to some of the 
most historic events of the rimp- 
including the liberation of 
Sevastopol, Sofia, Belgrade, 
Bucharest and. Vienna, and ev- 
entually the fall of Berlin. Has 
images appeared all over the 
world, but often uncredited. 
During this period be first met 
his Western counterparts in- 
cluding Margaret Bourke- 
White and Robert Capa, who, 
appalled at the standard of 
Khaidefs equipment, gave him 
a new camera. 

In the final chapter of the 
war Khaldei travelled to the 
Potsdam conference to photo- 
graph the Allied leaders. After 
the leaders had left, the pho- 
tographers took pictures of 
each other sitting in the chairs 
of their favourite leader. 
Khaldei said he didn't dare have 
his picture taken in Stalin's 
chair, who he described as “a 
great, but terrible leader'’; he 
chose Churchill's instead. In 
2946 he covered the trials in 
Nuremberg, where Goering ob- 
jected to being photographed by 
a Jew. With the help of an 
American MP and his baton, 
Goering was forced to face 
Kbaldei's lens, and even lo 
have bis picture taken with him. 

After the war Khaldei con- 
tinued to present the state's 
point of view for Russian pub- 
lications such as Pnavda, and 


John Merricks 


John Merricks, yachtsman; 
bom Leicester 16 February 
1971; died Punta Ala, Italy 8 
October 1997. 


From the moment he appeared 
on the national yachting scene 
as one of the youth coach Jim 
Saltonstall’s “up-and-coming, 
cocky fast ferrets", John 
Merricks was marked out as 
something special, someone 
everyone else could see would 
go a long way. 

He was fourth in the world 
youth championships on two 
successive years, 19S8 in Spain, 
in Canada, and when he 
went on to the Olympic class, 
the 470 two-man dinghy, the 
crucial additional factor was the 
knowledge that he had not 
reached the limit of his poten- 
tial. there was more to come. 

Merricks had been taken in 
his early years by his father 
Dennis to loam the business of 
sailing in a Mirror dinghy at 


what was always his borne club, 
Rutland Sailing Gub. When he 
linked up with Ian Walker, 
himself a contender for the 
Olympic place which Merricks 
had set his sights on. the chem- 
istry produced a team of two 
different people reacting almost 
as one, instinctively blowing 
what the other would do and 
agreeing with it. 

It also produced a team of 
deep fighting strength. This was 
never more apparent than at the 
Olympic Games in 19% when 
they turned early setbacks into 
a silver medaL And when they 
were under pressure, just as 
Merricks had earlier been given 
extra incentive todoweD because 
of being fourth in the world, so 
he and Whiter were always able 
to dig in hard and fight back. 
They often referred to them- 
selves as the “comeback kids” 
and. when answering questions, 
one would begin the thought, the 
other end it. Entirely unre- 
hearsed, entirely synchronised. 


Pranks and jokes were also 
part of the act, not least choos- 
ing to strip down to shorts and 
swim from one end of a swim- 
ming pool to the podium at the 
other to receive their 19% sil- 
ver medals in the World 470 
Championship in Brazil. 

That they should have made 
the transition from small 
dinghies to bigger boats, win- 
ning their class for Britain in 
this year’s Admiral's Cup in the 
Mumm 36 Bradamame. was 
testament both to Merricks’ tal- 
ent, an uncannily natural feel 
for bow to make a boat go fast, 
and the application to learning 
and applying new skills, not 
least team managemenL He 
was also spreading bis business 
career wings impressively with 
North Sails. When not sailing, 
he enjoyed sailing and would go 
racing with his partner Camil- 
la Mynors. He also enjoyed a 
competitive round of golf. 

Among all the plaudits for 
his skills and talents as a yachts- 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 

BIRTHS 

GOLftSMfTlkOn 5 OcU*er.tti Clam: 
anil J.uues. a son, Angut Matthew 
John, a brother lor Tom. AlFLc and 
Naomi. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions. Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. 
In Memoriam) should be sent in writ- 
ing to Che Gazette Editor, The Inde- 
pendent, I Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf, London E14 SDL. telephoned 
to 0171-293 2012 or taxed to W71-293 
2010, and are charged at £6.50 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, functions, 
Forthcoming marriages. Marriages) 
must be submitted in writing (or 
faxed) and are charged at CIO a line, 
VAT extra. They should be accompa- 
nied by a daytime telephone number. 

The Independent; main switchboard 
number h 0171 -293 2000- 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Thr Duke of York, Kilion. Jilumfc the an- 
nual dinner of the Ulackhcolh Goll Ouh 
m i be Ktiyal Anillciy Mi»>. London 
SEIS. The Princes Royal attends a 425th 
Tear Annhcnaiy Gala ftaftinnanawf die 
Spanish Hiding .'jcboiil in ihu Winter 
Sdn « J of the Imperial Castle M lu»cd by 
dinner jt the Pall-ivictni Palais. Vienna. 
Austrirt 1 . and. a> Phsdifcm. Saw ihr Chil- 
dren Fund, vwls a primary school ‘Voltes- 
clinic GtiUichlaMnww". VTcnno, Austria 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mutinied Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen's Life Guard at 
Rnrsu Guards. I ianr. F Company Scobs 
Guard* mounts ibi* Queen's Guard, at 
Buckingham Palace, 1 l3Uan% hand pn>* 
viJcd In the Soils GiunK 


Birthdays 

Mr Nigel Beard MR 61: Sir John 
Cassels. former director-general. 
National Economic Development 
Office, 69: Mr Charles Dance, actor, 
51; Miss Laura Davies, golfer, 34; 
Mrs Kariene Davis. Deputy Gener- 
al Secretary. Royal College of Mid- 
wives, 51: Mr Ted Edgar, show 
jumper. 6£ Miss Fiona ftifiaton. ac- 
tress. 41; The Right Rev Alastair 
Haggart, former Bishop of Edin- 
burgh, 81 Sir Peter Kemp, former 
rivif servant, 63: Lord Kin craig. for- 
mer senator of the College of Jus- 
tice in Scotland, 79; Professor John 
Large, acoustics engineer. 67: Mr 
Daniel Massey, actor. 64: Mr 
Nicholas Parsons, broadcaster. 69; 
The Right Rev Kenneth Pillar, for- 
mer Suffragan Bishop of Hertford, 
73; Mr Harold Pinter, playwright. 67; 
Mr Bill RammeU MP. 38: Professor 
Brian Smith. Principal, University of 
Wales, College of Cardiff, 64; The 
Earl of Srockton, publisher. 54: Mr 
Chris Tarrant, broadcaster. 51; Mr 
Frank H. Taylor, former MP and 
chartered accounianL 90; Mr 
Richard Thornton, Lord-Lieutenant 
of Surrey, 75; Mr Midge Ure, singer, 
44; Mr Ben Vereen, actor, 51; Mr 
Willard White, baritone, 51. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Jean -Antoine Watteau, 
painter, 1684; Giuseppe Fortunio 
Francesco Verdi, composer, 1SL3; 
Thdoaknss Sphere Monk, pianist and 
pioneer of ■‘bop", 1918. Deaths: Fra 
Filippo Lippi, painter, 1469; Edith 
Piaf. singer, 1963: Sir Ralph David 
Richardson, actor, 19S3; Yul Bryn- 
ncr. actor, 1985; George Orson 
Welles, actor and producer, 1985. On 
ibis day; Lyons was founded by La- 
rins Plancus, 43 BC; Henry Morton 
Stanley met Dr Livingstone at Uji- 
ji. 1871: the first public street col- 
lection for charity was held as 
“Lifeboat Saturday", in Mancbester- 


1891: Sir John Betjeman became 
Poet Laureate, 1972: after being 
fined Si 0.000 for income (ax evasion, 
Spiro Agnew resigned os US Vice- 
President. 1973: in the General Elec- 
tion, Labour was returned with an 
overall majority of three, 1974. To- 
day is the R*asl Day of 5l Ceibcnius, 
St Daniel, Saints Eulampius and Eu- 
jbmpia. Si Francis Borgia. St Gere- 
on. Si Maharsapor and St Paulinus 
of York. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Tom Parsons. 
“Corn (ii): Workshop of the Master 
of 1518, The Flight into Egypt*. Ipm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: Col- 
in Mulberg, “1930s 'Modern - Style". 
230pm. 

Tate Gallery- Sarah O'Brien Tauiug, 
"Mondrian and Eastern Spirituality", 
Ipm. 

Receptions 

Vizards/University of Westminster 
Tbe partners of Vizards solicitors and 
Dr Geoffrey Copland. Rector and 
Vice -Chancellor, University of West- 
minster. were the hosts at a recep- 
tion beld yesterday evening ai the 
Law Society, London WC2. after an 
address given by Lord Woolf, Mas- 
ter of the Rolls. His subjea was “The 
Effect of the Woolf Reforms upon 
Defendants and Insurers". 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 

beld tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 6.04pm. 

United Synagogues*. 0181-343 8989. Fed- 
crefiM of Synagogues: 8181-202 2283. 
Union of Liberal ud Progressive Syaa- 
gogoes: 0171-5M 1643. Reform Sjao- 
gognes of Great Britain: 0181-349 4731. 
Spanish and J^rtngnese Jew Cengrcgn. 
dan: 0171-289 2373. New London Syna- 
gogue (Mmorti): 0171*328 1026. 



Khaidefs picture of the Russian flag being raised on the Reichstag, 1945 Novosti (London) 


many of his images remain su- 
perb frozen glimpses of life un- 
der Communism, illustrating 
economic, military and social 
“successes” of the Soviet 
Union. Stalin, Molotov. 
Khrushchev, Gagarin, and 
Sbostokovitch are amongst his 
many portraits. In 1948 Khaldei 
was fired from lass during an 
anti-Semitic purge, and forced 
to find work in film laborato- 
ries to support bis family. In 
1959 he joined the newspaper 


Prnvda, where he remained on 
staff until! 1976. 

Most recently this summer 
1 worked with Khaldei organ- 
ising and editing his entire 
archive for Corbis, who digitally 
scanned and captioned his most 
famous and his previously un- 
published works so that they 
could then be marketed via dig- 
ital technology and the intemeL 
Together we discovered lost 
treasures and he relived his in- 
credible life. We worked by 


what he jokingly called “tbe 
Khaldei technique”: first edit 
one strip of original negatives, 
then drink a toast of vodka, 
then edit one strip of negatives 
and drink one more vodka and 
so on. Khaldei's main wish 
from licensing his work was not 
just that it would be preserved, 
but that millions would have 
easy access lo his pictures and 
that he would finally see his 
name credited alongside. 

- Graham Cross 



man who could compete at 
the highest levels there was also 
an underlying wish to pay trib- 
ute to his easy-going character, 
humour and honesty. Standing 
on pontoons and slipways 
around the world he was always 
an approachable competitor, 
whether things had gone well 
or badly, and many chose to ap- 
proach him, including those 
who had been only minutes be- 
fore his deadliest rivals. 

That his path to increasing 
success should have been cut off 
so prematurely in a car crash is 
a cause for considerable an- 
guish. That there should be the 
double blow of one of the most 
powerful partnerships of the 
last 20 years also broken makes 
matters worse. 

Next week they were due in 
Fort Lauderdale to sail in the 
Corel 45 World Championship. 
It would have been another step 
up to what should have been 20 
years a( the top of world sailing, 
-Stuart Alexander 



‘The comeback kids': Merricks (right) and Ian Walker at 
the 1996 Olympics Photograph: Peter Bentley / PPL 


Gumpei Yokoi 


Sumpei Yokoi, electrical 
ngineer, inventor of video 
antes born Kyoto, Japan 
941; married; died Komatsu 
Sty, Japan 4 October 1997. 


‘Space Invaders”, “Pacman", 
‘Super Mario Brothers" - 
:veiy BriJL' 1 schoolboy knows 
jiese names of video games. 
But who were their inventors? 
Sumpci Yokoi, lulled in a car 
Trash, was one of the most in- 
genious and prolific. His name 
s forever associated with the 
jlectronic computer company 
Minteodo. based in the old 
:apital city of Kyoto. 

Yokoi studied electrical en- 
gineering at Doshisha Univer- 
sity in Kyoto and graduated in 
1965 with a very poor degree. 
So he tried in vain to find a job 
n some big company. Then one 
lay he saw Lhat the small Nin- 
endo company, specialising in 
lie manufacture of playing 
ards and hanafuda — those 
are tty little pictorial cards fa- 
niliar to us from gambling 
scenes in yakuza movies - was 
ooking for an engineer. 

The Japanese law bad just 
seen changed, stipulating that 
nachines with more than 3Q 
fCVA (kDcwolt-amperes) had to 
>e tended by a qualified tech- 
jician. Yokoi got this humble 
ask, which he found almost un- 
jearably tedious. So, as there 
vere lathes and engraving ma- 
rhines in his workshop, he 
iled away his spare time 


making toys. 

One day, the president of the 
company, Hiroshi Yamauchi, 
spotted one of these toys and 
called Yokoi to his office. Yokoi 
went there in fear and trembling, 
expecting to be scolded and 
sacked, but instead Yamauchi 
expressed great interest in tbe 
toy he had seen, and asked 
Yokoi to develop its possibilities. 
This was the first step towards 
international fame taken by the 
Nintendo company. Gumpei 
Yokoi invented a new toy called 
“Ultrahand" or “Magic Hand" 
which was at once a big hit, sell- 
ing nearly one and aiialf million 
at a time when such gadgets 
were considered a success if they 
sold 100,000. 

Yamauchi set up a special 
department for Yokoi, and 
gave him an assistant. Soon the 
company's speciality became 
toy-making. It was such a big 
success, many companies start- 
ed head-hunting Yokoi offering 
him fabulous salaries and gi- 
gantic bonuses, but he refused 
to leave Nintendo, a fairly 
small company known as a 
“crevice industry” - one that 
discovered unexploited new 
ouilets.The firm concentrated 
on planning and creating ideas, 
i well remember passing its 
modest grey building and won- 
dering how such a renowned 
name could be housed in so 
small a space. Manufacturing 
was done by outside firms. 


Gp Capt Desmond James 
Scott, air force officer, died 
Christchurch. New Zealand 8 
October, aged 79. New 


Yokofs first inyeritioa was 
known in Japan as‘“game and 
watch”, a miniature electronic 
game that could be'tialdin Che 
palm of the hand, with a j 2cm 

square screen. At firitrhe busi- 
ness and advertising depart- 
ments had rejected the sen; toy, 
saying it wou£d never, seH. But 
Mr YamauchilBStsted tfiath be 
made.Thecompanywasnmas 
a “one-man system "_so thafr'he 
boss had the final say m every- 
thing. In any other conventional 
big company. YokoTs inventions 
could have been thrown out by 
min or officials before ever 
reaching consideration at top 
level. Yokoi always praised the 
beauty of this system. ’• 

■“Game and watch" whs a 
huge triumph- for Nintendo, 
which had accumulated debts 
of 800 milli on yen. Bat they 

were able to pay off this colos- 
sal debt within a year, and still 
have four hundred million left 
in the bank, Yokoi had hoped 
to sell a hundred thousand: it 
sold 50 million. 

Mr Yamauchi, a great gam- 
bler at heart, used the profits to 
pioneer a new invention, 
“Tamjkon" (family compiler) 
■which was also a great 
success. Chance had a. lotto do 
with these great leaps forward 
into international fame, and the 
name Nintendo can be trans- 
lated as “Leave it to Heaven”. 
The company went on to capture 
a world-wide market with “Su- 
per Mario Brothers," “Game 
Boy" (introduced in 1989) r and 
other hand-held video gaines. 
But Gumpei Yokoi, after 30 
years with Nintendo, felt; the 
urge to strike out on his own, in 
order to give even greater scope 
to his creative genius. When he 
resigned last year, Nihon Ketai 
Shimbun splashed a big article 
over the front page, saying he 
had been sacked becauj[«f 
the fail ure of his new game “Vir- 
tual Boy", or that hehad left in 
order to acctipt respobsMfty fix 
its lack of sucoess. 

But in a long interview m the 
monthly magazine Bungti Shin- 
fu Yokoi explained that be had 
left of his own free wffi in order 
to start his own amail coEapany. 
He wanted it to remain small, 
so hired only 30 staff -“Small is 
Creative” might have been his 
motto. He wrote lamenting the 
extreme rarity of true creative 
genius in contemporary Japan. 

It is a tragedy that such an 
innovator both in work as&life 
should have disappeard^Jat 
such an early age, leaving be- 
hind him a young company 
called Koto - the former name 
(as in the title of Yasiinari 
Kawabata’s novel) for the an- 
cient capitaL It is surely a para- 
dox that such innovatory 
companies as Nintendo and the 
ceramics giant Kyocera should 
be housed in a dty of traditional 
crafts. But they all have{titat 
common bond of being smalt 
and creative. ]■ 

- James Kfrfatp 


Zealand’s most decorated Sec- 
ond World War pfloL Aged 25, 
he became the youngest ever 
Group Captain in the RAF. 
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CALLS TO THE BAR: 10 October iw 


Lincoln’s Inn 


Oaannx Kan l>ml .Mcxmilrr Ikjllmin: 

Ruqil Smjb Lalllt: Sonrai \ulin lu« 

taanaa Lrpjir DjviJ W ilium i-ihn .laircvjuli- 
n Quabcih lalhauic Biw^cr. Will-* ILii"U 
nrtmwxi. Iluw Mfcbxl Jono. Aim m I Jtv- 

ahefft Matter. 5m»«» AIccoLt Kerr. Purr. 
Ctundmr. RjduidJ,*iiiu WucuoVciljiy |t»U 
Pi>«. Sio.cn Muuttlban i'.wnulnl!: Andn?» 
Jmo Mar, Mart faugh: IJckn Laura ilalnr 
Mart rani McDonald. Lertn-Anik. duiplrv 
A annu l Rahul Wain. Slocn Kmtuir. Franuou 
Amu Lcvcft: name) Junec Emnu .Unn Ltallnit 
Terence MUod Her. Comer Cuicn Lout- .Vw, 
LuLc Akin Pylon Mahty; Liu Arnumb Luthan. 
Mark Joicfih Jackson: John Philip Philpoll: 
Muhaomnl Lnihlul llaquc Simon WiDam hpirr. 
Philip Gciifc Smoden. RidurO Hu* Win td- 
nnh; Mchyn ILutli. 

Diugba vWrai Keck Jidu AoJrcv Onnv.. 
Sbirfn- Tone HcoiKiV hrun Uuslcih limn: 
lrarv Aim Ka* hr. Nataah* » amlon-Dran. (.Urc 
Lor? Vdocc Cbitsu.’tita.i Dmnun ytmlle Nirah Mar- 
gem Mackey. Dji-bJ Ham. Urjikir- 

Rflchd kk^ihelh pjur. Andrew 
WuvL Mart BtunCorr ro»UE,lata» Mmdi 
lucres Sdrao Michael Plain: Mam Michael Hu- 
ber Sirtzrued .Sorju Bdnnylil. Willum On-^ny 
IfcvdU Kickibi SicpkcD Mure. Amt-Moric 
Chrrti *hrr. Shnm Paid llnftmm, Ian hul Me. 
Dougall: Edmund John burpr. Ilifan Uoycr. .\n 
drew Simon Woimis rumrta Lnunc kulh. 

Hank Rnncma Mjsv NtdAwd Camd 
tin! Pracmr, Thn Mm ta|» McCdflhy; Clanv 
thartnh Lea mf. Skip Amurk C lan* . Jim RUanl 
□nr, Midioel LTuriea Gdaanl Uuyicr. Mart 

DandllapKdtJiihjnCneHDolc: Lm Marpnrt 
MaosuCrnpJdliry IknuaK Mane Dawn Souih- 
pdc Charles JuEluan: Rrtric. Dou^os DcMun. 
LaiM Wuihahead. Ifcfcn Joanne McCVirt, 
Grrpw Ahn-mkr Morrmr Punxll: Mailhuw 
Line: RntM Mkhxl Fanlkacr 

Shateod Aat Km Alccmkr Winer. DovnlJiim 
MactLrj: Carctoc Mary Sonumhs Musun; Julie 
Awe WhHney; Dctenah Jean Oi£dt Phaoln Ch m. 
itoc-Ajmc O’Brien SbiIUngf«'i; Michael Mcptwo 
Cinc-ScxHliilU D-znintc Jamn AdomHHU Ian 
SnniBua, Lame- Wllixn Faihcat pwJ John Mod- 
*r. Lcnm Kachcl Tbunpao: Mallbcw RiJmi 
Miehad Walker. Jnoadun Luma Ckirta kntm. 
cm; Adrian Chules. LVnben. Mure Carmaiciio. 
Inal .Mtjhn Bdw. ZOoh feluhclh WDLem: Hu. 
Jam Mprima .Unmk Anirewe Ilbetmao: 
Y auric Midmlk Snopcm: Mamkrp Smjrfi vh- 
ns Andrew Oder Maos Mwclic ILutinkTSawh 
Lolly: Yognn Jllendnc dundnnmo: Gnn Jjbki 
S hun Mewi-SchnuD .\mart Turn PalxnSap- 


nell. i'ltuiittan I-ilur Waller. Mailhtv Jam-. 
ILndvnuu. Ikebn C.muii 


Inner Temple 

MhJucI lame . Mafce. Uauamm Piliniy. Itaad 

Mori Craig: tk-njamin Mntuil .South A- In in 
UnWiiiU. Mart f nurlnec PiUl Kir^ Jn..\i,no 
UecMi.-«. J.iannj.Anlioai TaUa. SoJIuirAu Swa. 
'■► 1 *. IViei DonJ SrtiMhoi. J.incl kanduA. I 
Kenneth Me Null- Philip Andrew Kicaari 
KraiulKk,. Oirahclh Jane kllurd 'Heaim. Mar- 
ivn Lev IKLci'lt. Ailam CTiaiX> Riamcv. Jumvc 
■Ueunder Ha nor lSnehaja Llirohclh > Kflh I Me 
THs Mon .Vloimcr. Kajlid Zix 1 llartv TUhi J,4 m 
kKtunlvin. Lunn Intro Ma-'Li ilh: Lkjn-n 
Mon Itcrral la I lilt Sun Mtrdcmbm. Alrum IR<c- 
Icirn: trwj LaniM.(jnnJk. Ivuu TruJy IX Wir. 
renne;lliaifkaHciiriC>rninMitc'.(kneJa.n Leech. 
Sarah Living: Nniniljc siiun Ralph: CLire 
Laruto: ridtliL: Natalia Lia Jetciniale IuIkii 
■ tulip* I lamp. Nn» I# Irvw,., Aialrew Kver-. Liim 
M arie llaF. Timnbc Jam..— Ilniijdii.nl, Julian 
Ruiterli-riJ i uernhill- -.uplier Janw llahuli. 

cTan.-l .ruiM vli. n. Muili Marian Alton. Jan 
Vlcuodni Hinn-. 1‘cnmv c..tpc 
•hxl ncana Rjmji- varoti Vjreaa J^a-ar. ida. 1 . 
hy HOim: Lula Huih ScinJ. air. J.ifan lluiprr: 
lame- kdwanl f ifOcy. Sinr-n Mart WeltJcn 
Collaead MallihuL .Mnq Jam Kean Ak-unJij 
tlrjlwih nainec JnJoi Andrew MoJrtjr. AjVoIL-a 
M Wikimwn. iMuamka .Varu HdleJim AjiIm- 
I, lane I (runner S1 i|<(kii Amhun luhn lunnrr 
PjuI i iahre.-l FeMherp Stephen iVirr cVurp: 
Ihaij.-kjiraai: IhwiJ Humlonl: Karen I hum Leu- 
-a«i. I mu ti>j i Ik 1 hinat . Cklj ILirtic/r. ( Turta. 

Kichaid Miki leap u. HranJon Kennclh lour: 

Unm-if Jam. lluiLon; Ko.Jurilv1m.aiiplh.T llnhp 
NaDtiMn Ijralalcvm 'Mail: Arfa-hniUirr-aiain 
Omad Z»an. Dcniamm ALimwJn Temple; 
Mart KikLh I laliKi -Meeva: Jamie RidvH Ruler. 
Madkk Li.rrjirK ITnaliil. IXonae Miihlk'lim; 
Ktchuld .Meujukr Uakhs: Snun loin William 
McKcrfme. I ine-h Lola Mandalia; John Willum 
Uiren .Miwll Vur Jjnut Rophael.th.-Cai. 
vk-r l-hWiniL- 1 MU- Maura; Helen Baiiim. hdur 
Writ*! Capm: Maiihcu SlunlJaml: Slunnu M- 
nr. Maikm ttvnnc Haviro; J.r-li.a |Vta Fiedi-r- 

rtlWnc-. 

SinpKi Mihnier, van I VIUI. Mephen Keducu 
.\XxaikJru I'liu i jit, r-rtvLi Jane rhniB;i nip nr 
IJiiTil IVtimi-. Ijiu Ami Milln-Jji, Nalaln .unumc 
O.iherr Ixn lanin Marim. i lmar T ayu 1 ' 1 liihal 
.Minirt C. he Jinn: tou I Jittbc I nuc-ir I uora: 
> Jlta Mcl^iU: Mure I Uftwhn-. .Una *-.p l.i.ln.1. 
■.-Hn I «i'-iLI»riJ,\ n Mr..| Vl WetaKniieV-- 
l i.iJRu-u. i an-Ho I'.arli Au ln-w. Marj-.no A«>- 
<kfc frap, Jiuaii Mai earn I'oin,. I'aijnidi.r Ku- 


mar Llnrd Vidima t.larc IVIIil. K-ilhk-in Lin l- 
•oa- nuat Philip lainu L-hv. Sarah Jane Prafir. 
Iianiel June, ft reSlurrailk-a Mcilror Jake 
Vhaclun llunlcr LMini. Lhnun Mien WaCMni: 
IVier fiifcri .VK"u j Manil \on Jidinuitc PaifikL 
MKhad Scan M-nan. ChreanTher nine Sunn-.- 
Ini; Kihnva Hi/aheih Harm: Oik-- Ab-iair 
Wlnle. kayiniwil Wiehy. KkJunl l>mlmi Bn»n 
Samuil lames Faulk.- IjfkJui' Cliarli-- Whilk.) 
Jnho-iij: rjenfer Uemanl Shaw, rarnoo KdK. 
Htraruallcmy iMnank'i « Aunlan. Sulh Aul .M- 
Nalecsv Sarah Jarre i.omphrll; Pim-rr Srvphrn 
Wakll. r'ilenn Lawrence- CarmciL 
Janus Nulwlxs IVier FVc TiiUa Jane < nlk-iL- 
SrnpJha Anmdhuii Nop | xmlhta Ao*n k Siertm 
I’anl ChrulnA: (inhertne Lours* ponlj: ILhJkI 
,\nu Ridunfa; Abwmcho Subil: Cheryl Diane 
rhimuk; J erem y .vlam Lon ins; Sarah Mjtu 
L akim Firrh: Stiwnuu l'iar4mcr. Man|ii ( ibeera: 
Kart Ck.mjJar I Urn; Sanduj Rachael Peteira. 
Mcphen lioTtp.- |Sni»..M-.\j»lra Mary I Lamdv.n 
SIl-botI. Sarah UL/aJxih Smli: Lhraivrli Sarah 

FSiJls-*-l.«>ce Mijiad Vnlbi-nv Jo-..-ph * I'Keilly 
RrJianl Mart Salrn- iic 1 Wjirpc Hotttml Kcirfilk)-. 
Kfclunl Jack IVlnihr. M.i'lh-re John Hlrueer. He- 
kn lart; .MKhn I nn Dbckumh Idau Marui Wj^ 
son. 1‘aineh Liavid Anih-rw SLoon. |p Ahsenuo: 
Nk* Van Stao»(T. 


Middle Temple 

Thomas RfcharU I Hnddiuc. Pan! .'Sinclair Manor 
IJanuH ChamheTlam-. Jinulhon AmLieiy llou^r 
rtuiua Scan Pal rpAO'Suttp.ar. Mart Anlrew SbI- 
Inun. Jones Jireph Mi-Meer. .Mr lair Mart Tem- 
pts!.' Ridunl Madud -S coil Jidin line Mart Ji4b 

Wranr. Rmd Kwan LImw: Ian Jiliiei IVtcIC Alan 

Sluun Kido-ruhow. IVier Lihr onl sianuhlalc: fr- 
ier Stadl-w Amhrary lloptim: I um JonueSariiB. 
Nid Juseph Ueak; □uwiopher Kipmp ABhevy 
Ft All: Rburfa Jnjw GoWhcrp, Ain* Margaret 
llur: lm FB dv. Snkjuna Nalr. Rnmam Fnnxsai 
CaniKM c U»jn luml Lean lt».c. Imjjsi Maun 

Dolan- Kolhenne Alcan Frara.tr. |hwl. Alan 
James llaNlncr L.arcih Alun Ime-: Jvrmn* Nifet 
RcuJ; SkaiLi .Mimed; Amlnre I Juneun soinh: 
ChK-anplier WurarJ MnVlci.iL lunaduu RJvn 
Sampuiir. Uxy Mdjmn: Mauiwn Ihineia Miller. 

Vidrau Liniac Thibi Mikimh.il MaiUi.-u KnJianJ 
frrtsTMron Laska Muffin. I 'avilf nirrtin I lir.'li. 
i-; Uyl Wemljr Hardman. Mwle Ruin r.ubanl; 
-amen Jaaen Matter. NidkOas Iiehjnie I Lull !■•!«. 
rriWs- Lkms WAin.m. 

Arohea KIvUMr Unit* him OtortA lank. 
ftOvrTa Cmk IVnn. ( iavti- heavrVs -Whies- VLm 
RnlnnslCanmiOvChnsiiipter Jnlui I Jeans 
Jamc TsTInfiJ Alevmrt-r Manin-lcnLiiBe sea L ne 

Var, IhaiK Ckuniif Miiiin; t lure I .no-.- epsnrn . 


ft-fokn llunrtr. Lynne Mil jlferty- Deft Tab An 
Morey. Sonny iUuL: KanaUaia RhaMu-irzi Lipad- 
hyasa. .\ndrew Jamn Ponl; Lory luhel Lhwnr. 
Alexandra Kenhcnne Thrnoer P .chard Mart 
Palpi'- Radud Ehrahclfa I leprKiblalJ. Niebnta, 
Muhacl Srddall: Esehn Ikipcya. I’hnstophcr 
ileihra Till: Susanna* Jj*j Jnrs.i; Vfjrc Omid 
Hrailhwailc. Nienla Ltaateih lone Shannon; 
Akumtn Jane Fnlh: Andrew Miehocl lack: 
llumte WLtomMt Andreas lirek Luehim Pro- 
re*l. ncrahlme Sbdda Pe l era m. Jonoihan James 
Ramanl; Molk * aula Prrrtarv ftinftr Saifdi. Vnrefc 
Ra| Kumar. Paul WOUam Murphy: Kenh Frarreb 
Pills. Timothy Andrew ODingcr Godlrvy 

Miehod Paul Btremcr. CarcJyu Edirh Gar. 
Jukt. ^thnLr. Jame.Odduifiiin. £dmmkl Inu 
ISion: Omar RmUit /. -.mm- Wtifl kusVi- Sarah rhs . 
abelh Orrec Cuenr-r Brecc Ourta rtiillp W.joO- 
lnuwr. LTin-Jmp Mane Lejje. Mallhcw Allen 
Bean; Mart Amhi-ny John Ci-Oper. Dinunic 

Rirturd Nnel FLiync-. John Th-rma-.L ope; AluOair 
Sicpten FoNan Mndtelh Elayne Mvere; Znn 
Booth: Curie Uuart-lh Caffiph elt h4w Brrnard 
Van hsum. Mcseo IhviJ L,,n>. CLire Addc Sd> 
*m. Uskn Murlanh Audrey Lk-wclhn- Livaci: 
Thmeu. (lira Jnha: Mark Jr-nailun I Jeiiry Shad- 
wkL. Aalhuny kweph Muvs.in. Arlene Arm-Mane 
Small-, diehard James (aaphn. Aufotnme LUu CL- 

were: Joarme Mary Oey;WaUam Lkihcrty. Amish- 

ka Cup K»-sen. TDunjm! OuiaJbur. Emih 
EJualvih TkJt.ni. 'hit Uadahaw. N»aa Soti 
Damralla: Ian Prior Sderxt Suunnah Jik 

Bromley. Alum- Marie Frwdfcci; MdnM Colin; Ju- 

dilh LslMe riirtlrr Chiuuni Jayne Uordun; Juy. 
Use Jane Juhnstuo; Matbeoa Lclicrn. 

tilhlh Amu Main' lunlner. Raymund Joieph 
S-rotturm: Lohna Rand: Charles Asfaky Barter, 
Manin Jnnct MdkmiKlI: Jonjlhoo Moran Him 
Stew Mjmin KcSy: Marrm Lopan .Ayre; Anna Rre. 
sfc Vtamii LdiiM Badmns; Ehrate* LctecO^ 
Kaibaine Atec Wood: Moran Louts Alexander 
PoUm. AmiMia Heidi Jut Lyon: Bcmu An LsJ. 
wardc Julian Js»h Brans Ion Ibrahim; Kn* L*. 
ang Raynmnd Chau; Karen V'man Lelcrar 
CharhHie Lout-e Walter, Suumiah Si near. 
Sharon Linda n«ktuK Amanda dure Hstere; 
MJLu-Loacc Batwa Cddl4«; Adam Rutua Fan. 
Jimalrta Derek GnUnng; Ralph Gaifrc M Wilde: 
Kano L souse MeBy. Rolh Writers; Muon Derti 
rah SUmimd Sue Yu/1 Oocfc Luma Eluateih 
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Surprise increase in 
German rates sends 
world markets lower 


.-Jh» Bundesbank increased sc 
German interest rates “ 

- yesterday, following Alan 1,1 
Greenspan's signal on a 

Wednesday that US rates f< 
will rise. The Bank of ii 

England left the cost of 
borrowing in the UK “ 

unchanged, but it will follow 
'the international trend a 

before long, predicts Diane y 
Coyle, Economics Editor. j 

1 

A surprise increase in the Bundes- < 
bank's key money market interest i 
rate caught the world's financial 
markets on the hop, sending bond i 
and share prices lower for the sec- 
ond day running. Although analysts 
. ftatd widely expected German rates 
rise, nobody expected it to hap- 
pen just yet. 

The 03 point increase in the 
Bundesbank's repo rate to 33 per 
cent was followed by smaller in- 
creases by the French and Dutch 
central banks. But the Bank of Eng- 
land announced that it was leaving 
UK rates unchanged at 7 per cent 
this month. 

The German mark spQced higher 

a gains t the dollar and pound, and 
there were unconfirmed rumours 
that a number of central banks had 
intervened in the currency markets 
to support the dollar. 

The FTSE 100 index in London 

fell as much as 96 points during the 

' ^Jav before ending 44 points lower 
‘ 5,217.8. Across the Atlantic the 

Dow Jones index also dropped 90 
points when Wall Street opened, 
later recovering to be 43 points 
down at 8,05233. 

It was the second day of weakness 

after Alan Greenspan, the Federal 
Reserve Chairman, sent an unex- 
pected signal on Wednesday that US 

interest rales wiD have to rise. He de- 


scribed America’s economic boom n 
as “unsustainable” because of the re 
tightening labour market it 

Figures yesterday showing that w 
new unemployment Haims in the US r 
fell to their lowest since early 1989 a 
in the latest four weeks added force tl 
to his warning. The figure fell to an s 
average of 306,750 from 308,750 in t 
the preceding four weeks. 

The declines in the Anglo-Saxon s 
and European financial markets r 
yesterday followed overnight set- c 
backs in the Asian stock markets, i 
Both Japan's Nikkei index and 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng fell back i 
sharply, by 1.4 per cent and 43 per 
cent respectively. 

Some co mm entators saw these 
successive moves as evidence that 
the financial bubble that has so con- 
cerned Mr Greenspan has been 
puncLured. “With the German 
move foDowing hard on the heel of 
Mr Greenspan’s comments, the 
decline in the stock and bond mar- 
kets could be sustained,” said Mark 
Oiffe of HSBC Markets. 

Douglas McWilliams of the 
Centre for Economic and Business 
Research warned yesterday that the 
US stock market remained 25 per 
cent overvalued, and London share 
■ prices were 10 per cent too expen- 

l sive. “There have been only two oc- 

5 casions when US share prices have 
1 been this overvalued, in 1987 and 

s 1929,” he said. “They are rather un- 
fortunate precedents.” 
a Others, however, were not as 
s pessimistic. Dhaval Joshi, equity 
r strategist at Robert Fleming, said: 
e “Items of bad news can set off a 
0 short-term panic and we are seeing 
L an episode of that But itdoesn’t 
ts have to end in a blow-off.” 

Michael Hughes of BZW said: 

s -The markets had been getting a lit- 

al tie bit ahead of themselves and just 
found the excuse for a setback. 

IS The Bundesbank's move yester- 

e- day was interpreted as a step taken 


mainly to ease the transition to Eu- 
ropean Monetary Union, as all 
member countries will need to con- 
verge to the same level of interest 
rales by the time it starts just over 
a year from now. Gunter Rexrodt, 
the Economics Minister, said it 
showed Germany’s determination to 
maintain stability ahead of EMU. 

The German authorities have 
nlsn been concerned to prevent the 
mark from falling further, as in- 
creases in import prices have 
reached an eight-year high- 

However, most economists did 
not think the interest rate increase 
would damage the recovery. “Ex- 
ternal factors pushed them into 
making this move, but it should not 
harm the domestic economy,” said 
Michael Lewis at Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell. 

Banque de France raised its m 
tervention rate by 03 points to 33 
per cent after the Bundesbank an 
nouncement. 

However, the Bank of Eng 
land's Monetary Policy Committee 
decided yesterday to leave UK 
rates unchanged at 7 per cenL 
. Minutes of its two-day meeting, 
showing its debate and bow its 
• members voted, will be published 

. six weeks from now. 

Many Ciiy experts nevertheless 
. emect that it will increase rates by 
i the end of the year. Whether and 

- when it acts will depend on figures 

due in the next week or so, especially 
s the initial estimate of the increase 
v in GDP during the third quarter, 
t This is expected to show that 
a growth has not slowed down despite 

g the four small increases in loan rates 

■t since the beginning of May. The 

strong pound has not yet squeezed 

t exports enough to offset buoyant 

mm !*• Vi — J * 1. .ullftr 



High street 
spending still 
strong, CB1 
survey shows 





incomes, detiming unemployment 

and the windfeDs of free shares from p — . with 

Bum**** pr-ld-*. on th. hop w 


a 0.3 per cent rise 


-fairly robust”, the conieoennum ui 
Industry said yesterday. Growth icsal es w> 
urnes picked up in September, although fry 
less than retailers had expected. 

Alas lair Eperon, chairman of tneuma 
Distributive Trades Survey, said: “Growtn 
remains quite strong and expectations tor 
October indicate a quickening in the pace 

of expansion.” . . oW .„, 

The survey divided City opinion about 
whether windfalls of free building society 
shares were stiU helping boost consumer 
spending. Some pundits focused on foe fart 
St underlying sales volumes for die i pas 
three months have slowed somewhat, 
others explained that the impact of the 
funeral of the Princess of Ufales had been 
expected to leave the figures far weaker. 

Michael Saunders of Sffiomon Brothers 
was in the first category. ‘Tbe wmdfrfl l bo«* 
is beginning to fade," he said, pointing to 
the fart that the underlying trend .shown was 
the weakest since the start of 1996. 

But John O'Sullivan at NalWest Mar- 
kets said he had expected a .very -weak re- 
sult from the survey. “Continued strength 
in the demand for durables suggestsjhe 
windfall effect is not diminishing yeU ne 
said. The fact that sales had been lower than 
retailers were expecting could be 
ty the shutdown on the first Saturday of the 

m °The balance of retailers reporting higher 
rather than lower sales volumes edgedup 

to 26 per cent last month from — per cent 
in August The increase was due mainly to 
a surge in purchases of big ticket items such 
as washing machines and televisions, where 
the balance climbed from 5 per cent to Si 
per cent. In some other areas sales volumes 
slowed down, especially housing-related 
goods such as furniture and Dl Y. 

Economists cautioned that in recent 
months the CBI survey had proved an un- 
reliable guide to the official figures. If the lat- 
esi survey did turn out to be more closely 
linked, the official statisticswould shew high- 
er annual growth in sales volumes because 
of a weak September performance last > ear. 
but a small decline compared wtin -August 
- Diane Coyle 
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Minister 7ules himself out of third competition inquiry 

. —latino to the case, nor had he husinc* 
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Nigel Griffiths, the 

Competition Minister at 

the DTI, has been barred 
from talcing part in three 

important competition 
inquiries because of 
conflicts of interest. 
Michael Harrison reports on 
the investigations in 
question and difficulties 
facing the Government’s 
Competition Bifl. 


r 
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The Department of Trade and 
Industry confirmed last night 
that Mr Griffiths had exempt- 
ed himself from the examina- 
tion of a $3bn chemicals deal 
between ICI and Du Pont erf 
tfre United States because he 
owned shares in ICI. 

This is the third time that 


Mr Griffiths has been forced to 

role himself offside because of 
conflicts of mieresL He has tak- 
en no part in the DTI s long- 
running investigation in to the 
P&O-Stena cross Channel fer- 
iv merger because his family 
own shares in P&O. He has also 
been excluded from involve- 
ment in the inquiry into the 
travel trade industry, although 
the DTI was last night unable 
to say why. 

The sale of ICI’s polyester 
and titanium dioxide interests 
to Du Font was announced in 

July and finally approved by the ' 

European Commission four 
days ago. Although responsi- 
bility far vettmg the deal fell to 
Brussels, the DTI was involved 
in examining the deal and mak- 
ing representations. 

Margaret Beckett, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, 
wrote to her shadow, the Con- 


servative trade and industry 
spokesman John Redwood, on 
2 October confirming that Mr 
Griffiths had taken no part in 
the investigation. A DTI 
spokesman said that Mr Grif- 
fiths had not seen any papere 



Nigel Griffiths: Exempted 
from $3 bn ICI inquiry 


relating to the case, nor had he 
made any recommendations 
to Mrs Beckett about the deal. 

The travel inquiry is exam- 
ining links between lour oper- 
ators and travel agencies to see 
whether common ownership 
acts against the public interest. 
The Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission report into the 
matter is due to go to ministers 
in November. 

The DTI said Mr Gnfflfths 
had agreed in July to stand 
aside from any consideration of 
the MMC report in. During the 
summer there were complaints 
that Mr Griffiths had made 
comments at a travel confer- 
ence which had compromised 
his position. He is reported to 
have said that the tour opera- 
tor Thomson, which owns the 
Lunn Polv chain of travel 
agents, should rebrand them in 
the Thomson name to make 


their ownership of the business 

clear. . . . 

A DTI spokesman said that 

Mr Griffiths had a long-stand- 
ing interest in the travel indus- 
try but declined to say whether 
the complaints about his com- 
ments had prompted the deci- 
sion to stand aside. “To avoid 
anv doubt he decided to play no 
pan in the inquiry," the 

spokesman added. The DTI 
also said that Mr Griffiths made 
his decision long before Mr 
Redwood had written to Mrs 
Beckett to raise the matter and 
the Competition Ministers 
other conflicts of interest. 

Last night Mr Redwood re- 
turned to the attack saying; 
“These are three of the bigger 
issues facing the DTI and the 
Competition Minister cannot 
touch any of them. It is a rum 
situation altogether. 

The DTI said, however, that 


it was not surprising that min- 
isters had to exempt them- 
selves from involvement in 
competition inquiries from 
time to lime. "This is a share 
owning democracy and there 
are a lot more people owning 
shares than ever before. There 
are also a lot more mergers 
aiming forward for judgement. 
Therefore the chances of a 
minister holding shares in com- 
panies that may come before 
him is that much higher.” 

Mr Redwood also claimed 
that the Mrs Beckett was being 
forced to redraft her Compe- 
tition Bill extensively after dis- 
covering that it would render 
a large number of existing 
trade agreements illegal, in- 
cluding the Renal Mails letter 
monopoly and agreements pro- 
tecting privatised rail operators 
from rompetition. 

Outlook, page 25 
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House of Fraser shows 
first signs of turnaround 


Waterstone to put fresh plans 
to WH Smith early next week 
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House of Fraser, the 
struggling DH Evans and 
Dicldns & Jones 

department store group, 
gave the first evidence 
that its long-awaited 
recovery is bearing fruit 

yesterday when It 

reported reduced first 
half losses and news that 

its new brand of own- 

label dothing is seffing 

weJLNfeef Cope, City 

• Correspondent, reports. 
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Chief etecutire John Coleman. 

wbojomed House of Fraser 1^ 
yearSdsdesandmaramsted 

improved and ihe wmpaoy 
have sold its «oub les °?f t 

backlog of unwanted stock In' 

the end of the year- . 

Kfc smd: “We heart e ttoiibe 

nrikstcmeswe set out w adne ^ 

rimad of scbcduic. ^^ 
confident that Hoes- - - 


erison the righUrack.” He was 1 

speaking as the company re- 1 
ported losses of £l3m in the i 
first half compared to £13.6m : 

in the same period last year. 

- Sales rose by 33 per cent on 

a likfi-4or4ike basis and by 5 per 
amt in current trading, though 
September sales were affected 
by the shopper malaise which 
followed the death of Diana, 
Princess of Whies. 

Chairman Brian McGowan. 

who has said he will “fall on my 
sword” if there are any further 

sgjHqjs at the aorident-prone 
group, said he was encouraged 
about the performance but 

would stand by his pledge. If 
things go wrong I will have to 

say ‘Well I gave j l W ^ 
shot*, and that it is time^for 
someone else to have ago. 

He said the priority for 
House of Fraser was to drive 
margins higher rather than con- 
centrate on sries growth. Mar- 
gins have been boosted by 
higher sales of the company s 
[ own-bought ranges. In-storc 
. concessions have been moved 


to less prominent parts of 
House of Fraser’s 51 depart- 
ment stores as the company 

seizes the best trading areas for 

hs own merchandise. “The con- 
cessions have bad it easy for too 
long at House of Fraser,” said 
Mr McGowan. 

Saks of the new Linea cloth- 
ing brand, which was launched 
in July, are exceeding even the 
company’s most ambitious ex- 
pectations. Mr Coleman said 

sales per square fora in the areas 

devoted to Linea were 80 per 
{■Ant higher than the rest of its 
own-bought womenswear 


Tim Waterstone and his 
advisers at SBC Warburg 
were last night putting 
the finishing touches to 
revised proposals to 
restructure WH Smith. 
They plan to present 
their new case early next 
week. Tom Stevenson, 
Financial Editor, reports. 


^Thc long-running problem of 

unsold stock is set to be re- 
moved by the end of the year 
When the company says all 1 the 
excess, discounted stock will be 
sold. Part of last year’s £533m 
provision will be drawn down to 
covet the costs. 

House of Fraser shares, 
which were priced at 1 80p when 
Lhe company floated ■ 

dosed 13p higher at 2163p. 

Investment Column, page 27 


Tim Waterstone will present 
new proposals to WH Smith 
early next week in a bid to an- 
swer investors’ concerns about 
his original restructuring plan 
which was rejected last week by 
the retailer’s board The biggest 
change is likely to be a sharp re- 
duction in the level of debt that 

would be taken on to fond a spe- 
cial payment to shareholders. 

Under Mr Waterstone’s ini- 
tial proposals to WH Smith s 
chairman, Jeremy Hardie. 
shareholders would have re- 
ceived a 20 l)p-a-sharc handout 
together with a share in a new- 


ly farmed acquisition vehicle i 

^anying £570m of new debt and * 
Rearing of around SO per cent, i 
Responding to the concerns 
of leading shareholders that 1 
that level of financial leverage « 
was loo high for a company al- 
readv characterised by signih- 
cant’ operational gearing, Mr 
Waterstone and his advisers at 
SBC Warburg are expected to 
reduce the payout to between 
125p and 150p a share. That 
would add borrowings of be- 
tween £350m and £424m to the 
new company’s balance sheet. 

Mr Waterstone and Ian 
Martin, the chairman of Uni- 
g 3 te who would become non-ex- 
ecutive chairman of Smiths 
under the proposals, have spent 
most of this week briefing 
shareholders on their plans. 
They are thought to have seen 
investors speaking for more 
. than 50 per cent of the shares, 
i It is also likely that Mr \\a- 
, tersione’s private retail ven- 
. ture. Daisy & Tom. will be 
i acquired by the restructured 
- Smiths at Hide more than the 


investment already pul in of 
around £ 10m. Any further pay- 
ment would be contingent on 
future earnings, meaning share- 
holders only paid out if the con- 
cept proved successful. 

Despite maintaining its op- 
position to Mr Waterstone s 
proposals, it emerged yesterday 
that WH Smith had agreed to re- 
quests from several imJiwtmTO 
for meetings which willbc hdd 
lodav and on Monday. They are 
expected to question the rom- 

panv on the extent to which ite 
board was unanimous in rqect- 
ine Mr Waierslone's approach. 

It is understood that at least 

one board member was out of 

the country when the proposals 
were discussed and questions 
have been raised about why 
Mr Hardie. with whom the pnv 
Msals were initially discussed, 

, so far held back from 
puffins; h» name to the rejection. 

A spokesman for the 
! Takeover Panel said yesterday 
* there was no immediate imen- 
j non to call for a clarification of 
e Mr Waterstonc's proposals. 
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Thousands hit by mortgage endowment shortfalls 


If investors could bank on growth of more 


Evidence is mounting that a 

substantia] number of those who 
took out unit-linked endowments 
may end up with less than needed 
to pay off their mortgages. 

As Andrew Verity reports, figures 
show that the investments into 
which savings were put have 
performed below expectations - 
in some cases so much so that 
many will have to plough in more 
money. 


More' than half of the life assurance 
providers which sold unit-linked endow- 
ments have put investors 1 money in in- 
vestments which show lower growth over 
10 years than was needed to pay off mort- 
gages in full. 

Mortgage experts are suggesting that 
holders of unit-linked endowments should 
check their investment as new figures sug- 
gest savings have grown by less than they 
were led to hope. 

Unless the endowment savings grow by 
unexpectedly high amounts before they ma- 
ture, policyholders are likely to find their 
endowments fail to pay off their mortgages. 


This could leave investors to make up a 
shortfall at the last minute. 

Figures from financial statistics spe- 
cialists Micro pal show that managed life 
funds, the vehicles used to invest the sav- 
ings of most endowment holders, have 
tailed to grow enough to meet the hopes 
of customers who bought unit-linked en- 
dowments before 1995. 

More than 90 out of 158 managed life 
funds have seen annual growth of less than 
7 per cent over 10 years, even though they 
were sold on the basis that investors could 
expect up to 10-5 per cent growth. Across 
the sector, the average animal growth over 


10 years has been just 6.58 per cent 
Patrick Bunton, an endowment expert at 
mortgage brokers London & Country, said: 
"U funds have underperformed the ex- 
pected growth rate then it is correct to ex- 
pect that there will be a shortfall." 

In the competitive housing market be- 
tween 1987 and 1995, several leading 
providers of endowments were able to of- 
fer customers low premiums because they 
used optimistic growth rates. Eagle Star last 
week admitted that customers were being 
compensated because investment growth on 
their policies was poorer and expenses were 
higher than they had been led to expect 


But the majority of investors, who put 
their money in managed funds, have seen 
much lower growth than this over 10 
years. According to MicropaL Commercial 
Union saw annual growth of just 5.79 per 
cent over 10 years. Far Scottish Provident, 
the figure was 6-23 per cent. 

Ironically, the life companies were 
forced by the then regulator, Lautro, to use 
growth rates of at least 7 per cent. Ob- 
servers now believe most policyholders who 
saw themselves as cautious and took the 
smallest risk may not have been cautious 
enough- In 1993, endowment premiums on 
a mortgage worth £50,000 cost £100 or less. 


than 8 per cent a year. ; - 

Scottish Provident has written to poli- 

SSbrfore 1985 to warn them of pCteotial 
shortfalls in tbeir endowment policies and 
invite them to step up contributions. 

Roger Edwards, a spokesman for Scot- 
tish Provident, said: “We are Formulating 
a strategy to deal with endowment reviews 
generally and what the implications are.” 

However, other life offices &ayeddb&} 
the fears. A spokesman for Scottish Wid- 
ows said investments had performed bet- 
ter since it launched its contract is 1991. 



Living dolls: Toys modelled on the Spice Girts are expected to be in short supply m the run-up to Christmas 


Doll deal spices up Character’s share appeal 


They are likely to be the toys 
children really, really want this 
Christmas. Spice Girls dolls will 
hit the shops in mid-December, 
sparking a buying frenzy. And 
Character Group, a small 
licensing company, has won the 
exclusive UK distribution 
rights. Nigel Cope reports on 
another merchandise spin-off 
which could rival Teletubbies’ 
as the UK’s most sought-after 
toy this Christmas. 


Parents across the country discovered 
yesterday how they will be spending the 
run-up to Christmas: standing outside 
toy shops and department stores at un- 
godly hours desperately hoping to lay 
their hands on Toytown’s latest hot tick- 
et: Spice Girls dolls. Standmgjust 11.5 
inches tall and priced at £17 to £20, they 
will be like gold dust. 

Character Group, the licensing 
company formerly known as Toy Op- 
tions, announced yesterday that it had 
won the exclusive UK licence to dis- 
tribute the dolls. It wfll ship 500.000 
dolls by February but less than half that 


number will reach the high street in time 
for Christmas. 

The shortage of supply seems guar- 
anteed to make the five dolls this 
year's equivalent to Buzz Lighlyuur 
when huge demand forced desperate 
parents to pay huge sums to secure the 
toys from America. 

Gerry Masters of the Association of 
British Toy Retailers said: “It's definitely 
going to be like Buzz Lighlyear over 
again. There can’t possibly be enough 
dolls to cope with demand. There arc 
going to be a lot of disappointed fans." 

He said toy shops were already' ex- 


periencing outbreaks of “toy rage" as 
frustrated shoppers searched for pop- 
ular items such as Teletubbies and Tam- 
agi.vhi vinuaJ pels. “We are thinking of 
running a course on how to deal with 
it." he said. 

Character Gamp secured the rights 
from Galonb Toys, the US company 
which makes the dolls. Character’s 
shares soared 2t.5p to I47-5p on the 
news. 

Richard King, chairman of Char- 
acter Group, said: “We expect demand 
to outstrip initial supply but we will do 
our best in keep up." 


BSkyB fury as cable ruling National Power pays £IOOm 

gives green light to BBC for Ciech s encratln s stake 


The Department of Culture, 
Media and Spoil last night an- 
gered BSkyB. Rupert Mur- 
doch’s satellite broadcaster, by 
giving the BBC permission to 
offer its 24-hour news service 
free to cable operators. 

BSkyB last month threat- 
ened to seek a judicial review 
of the BBC’s plans to provide 
cable companies with the ser- 
vice free of charge, accusing 
the Corporation of predato- 
ry pricing. Cable operators 
are charged 49p a month per 
subscriber to receive Sky 
News. 

The service, known as BBC 
News 24, is funded by the li- 
cence tec and will go on air next 
month on the existing analogue 
cable network and during the 
night on BBC 1. The Corpo- 
ration also plans to make the 


service available on digital ca- 
ble. satellite, and terrestrial 
television as these platforms 
become available next year. 

Five cable operators have al- 
ready agreed to cany the BBC’s 
service, including THewsst Com- 
munications, Cable & Wireless 
Communications, Diamond Ca- 
ble Commuiucations. NTL and 
ComTel/TeleccotiaL At least 
(wo of these -NTL and Telewest 
- are thought to have derided 
not to cany Sky News in areas 
where they are not contractual- 
ly obliged to do so. 

A spokesman for BSkyB 
said: “There is dearly no need 
for another 24-hour news ser- 
vice. but we look forward to 
competing with BBC News as 
we have competed in sport and 
other programming." 

Tony Hall chief executive of 


BBC News, said yesterday: 
“With hundreds of new chan- 
nels on the horizon, BBC News 
24 will give licence-fee payers 
a public service choice for the 
multi-channel age. " 

The BBC’s £30m invest- 
ment in 24-boui news, which 
forms part of the Corporation's 
preparations for digital lele- 
viskm, has run into controversy 
as it will be funded by effi- 
ciencies and savings elsewhere 
in the Corporation. 

The BBC's commercial 
arm. BBC Worldwide, has 
also signed a joint venture 
with Flextedi. (he cable and 
satellite programmer, which 
will see the creation of a num- 
ber of pay-TV channels, four 
of which will begin broad- 
casting next month. 

— Cathy Newman 


National Power yesterday 
extended its international 
operations further by paying 
£100m for a stake in the Czech 
power generating industry. 

The company, Britain's 
biggest electricity producer, is 
taking a 48 per cent holding in 
Elektramy Optavicc (EOP). 
which has interests in seven 
generating plants with a total 
capacity of 825 megawatts. 

The deal lakes National 
Power's investment in overseas 
generating capacity to more 
than £1 bn. It now has interests 
in 8.500 megawatts of capacity 
in eight countries outside the 
UK. It expects its overseas earn- 
ings to rise from £74 m in 1996- 
97 to £145m in the current 
financial year. Almost a quarter 
of its 4.000 staff are now em- 
ployed abroad. Keith Henry'. 
National Rjwer's chief executive. 


said the latest investment would 
provide it with a significant 
presence in the growing Czech 
electricity and co-generation 
markets and would open the way 
for it to build up a portfolio of 
plant in the country. 

EOP is listed on the Prague 
stock exchange and its other 
main shareholders include 
Czech municipalities with 24 
per cent. 

Last year National Power 
spent £h7rtm overseas, its main 
investment being to take a ma- 
jority stake in the Australian 
generating group Hazlcwood. 

Investment this year will 
not reach that level although 
National Power has identified 
ov erseas projects worth E1.5bn 
and expects annual investment 
outside the UK to run at 
£3UUm-£6UUm a year. 

- Michael Harrison 


Chesterton shares slump by 40 per cent after second profit warning 


Shares in Chesterton International, the 
estate agent, yesterday slumped by 
more than 40 per cent to 23p after the 
company announced its second profit 
warning in three months. Chesterton 
cautioned it would make “a substantial 
loss" for the year to June but said ii 
would not release its final results un- 
til later this month. 

The announcement comes after the 
group said in August that profits would 
fall “substantially below market 
expectations". 


* 


The warning is the latest instalment 
in a disastrous saga at Chesterton. In 
September 1996, the company uncov- 
ered a £1.4m black bole in Its accounts, 
over half of which resulted from dou- 
ble-counting of profits- 

The shock announcement coincided 
with the exit of Giles Ball an line, the 
group's chief executive. Chesterton 
tried to puts its problems behind it by 
introducing a set of financial controls but 
the latest warning has once again shat- 
tered investor confidence in the group. 


I 


Chesterton has been pursuing an 
active disposal strategy' since August in 
a bid to turn its fortunes around. On 1 
October it announced the sale of its 
loss making residential property man- 
agement business and on Tuesday it 
agreed to sell its 49 per cent slake in 
the group's US asset management 
business to the majority shareholders. 
The company is currently discussing the 
sale of its loss-making plant and 
machinery division and may also dis- 
pose of it!, construction services busi- 


i' 


ness. The group which made a pre-tax 
profit of £2.4m last year, has seen its 
share price slump from its June 1994 
flotation price lag of 100p. 

Chesterton said in August that 
profits would he lower than expected 
due to poor final quarter trading and 
the adoption of “more prudent" ac- 
counting policies. Shares dropped by 
40 per cent to 33.5p. but Michael 
Holmes, the new chief executive, said 
then tha» the “fundamentals of our 
business" were still sound. 


Commerzbank rules 
out purchase of BZW 


Pressure mounted on Barclays 
yesterday to find a buyer for 
BZW’s equities and corporate 
finance arms after Commerzbank, 
one of the front-runners, ruled 
itself out of contention. Tom 
Stevenson, Financial Editor, reports 
on the continuing fallout from 
Barclays’ decision to withdraw 
from investment banking. 

Commerzbank, Germany’s third -largest bank, 
yesterday said it had no interest in buying all 
or part of BZW’s equities and corporate fi- 
nance businesses. The withdrawal means 
only France's Paribas has made public its in- 
terest and concerns are mounting that with- 
out a quick sale, the firm could lose staff, dients 
and credibility. 

Barclays shares dosed 20p lower at l,627-5p 
yesterday after the announcement, having 
dipped as low as 1.595p. Commerzbank, 
which bad been linked with the investment 
bank for months in City speculation, said BZW 
did not match its earnings expectations and 
it would not enter the bidding. 

Insiders at BZW continued to warn yester- 
day that any further delay could prove fatal for 
the firm if it meant key staff and clients were 
lost. Headhunters have been swarming over 
BZWs staff since last week's announcement by 
Martin Taylor, Barclays’ chief executive, that it 
had thrown in the towel in investment banking. 

Goldman Sachs, which has been appoint- 
ed to draw up a shortlist of buyers, is expect- 


ed to have put together a full sales pack on 
the firm within three weeks. Securing aquick 
disposal is considered crucial to BZW’s sur- 
vival, with the bank unlikely to attract any new 
business while its ownership remains in doubt 

Staff remain irritated by the appointment 
of Goldman Sachs, which has put them in the 
position of having to give confidential client 
information to a rival firm. There continues 
to be surprise at the way the sale has been hap^ 
died and (he high risk of flagging up the 
tention to sell without first securing a buyer. 

Commerzbank is expected to start cherry- 
picking key staff or teams from BZW to build 
its presence in London where it has lagged be- 
hind Deutsche Bank, which owns Morgan Gren- 
fell, and Dresdner, parent of Weinwort Benson. 

There is thought to have been considerable 
interest in picking up parts of BZW, al- 
though senior inriders said yesterday th$y 
doubted whether a buyer could be found for 
ail the businesses on sale at a decent price. 

ING Barings and ABN Amro are seenis 
the leading contenders from continental Eu- 
rope, with Credit Suisse, which has offices dose 
to BZW’s in Canary Wharf in London's 
Docklands, also mentioned. Credit Suisse.is 
seen by analysts as a logical parent for BZty 
with its strength in Europe balanced by tjg^ 
British firm’s strength in UK equities. V T* 

The balance of probability is understood, 
however, to have swung towards a US. buyer 
with JP Morgan a possibility and Travelers, 
owner of Smith Barney and now Salomon 
Brothers, an outside bet. Travelers yesterday 
refused to comment on a press report that it 
had had informal discussions with BZW be- 
fore settling on a takeover of Salomon. 


NatWest organises $5.5bn securitisation 

NatWest Group securitised S5 -5bn of high-quality, low-margin corporate loans yesterday in 
order to free up £200m to £25flm of capital from its balance sheet The bank used a special 
financial vehicle called Rose {Repeat Offering Securitisation Entity) and it follows the fijTi 
such securitisation last October, when NatWest repackaged 200 loam made to companies 5 *-'* 
17 countries totalling $5bn. The process is well known in the US but new to the UK- “The 
deal has gone very well. We have a very healthy level of subscription across the tranches," 
said NatWest Markets head of debt syndicate. Steve Jones. The 12-tranche offering, issued 
in a mix of floating-rate dollar and sterling bonds, had been touted around the markets since 
mid-September, giving NatWest plenty of time to build a solid international order book, deal- 
ers said. The low returns available on capital invested in corporate loans has long been a source 
of frustration for banks. But they cannot afford to turn such business away because they need 
to maintain client relationships for fees generated in other areas. Outlook, page 25 

Britton rejects ‘unacceptably low’ bid 

Britton, the paper and packaging group, called a proposed £167m offer by Caraustar Indus- 
tries “unacceptably low" and said it would ask shareholders to reject such a bid. Caraustar, 
a Georgia-based paperboard company, said yesterday it approached the UK carton and pack- 
aging company seeking a recommendation for a possible cash bid of 120p a share That is a 
41 per cent premium to Britton's closing share price yesterday, yet below the 52-week btfL 
of 156p set in November. Competition and the strength of the’ pound have eroded BrittoSV 
profit and undermined its shares. 

Shares in Vanguard Medica jump 

Shares in Vanguard Mcdica. the biotechnology company founded by some of the biggest names 
in drug development, jumped 5 per cent yesterday to 447.5p following news that the compa- 
ny had licenced its second most important product to a leading Japanese pharmaceutical com- 
pany. Vanguard Mcdica. floated at 450p in May last year by scientists including Sir David 
Jack, who discovered Zantac, Glaxo Welicome’s anti-ulcer blockbuster, has licenced the rights 
to Us drug for hyperphosphatacmia. a condition causing brittle bones in patients on kidney 
dialysis, to Sankyo, a Japanese specialist in kidney disease. 

Transfer pricing document attacked 

Accountants attacked the Inland Revenue's long-awaited consultative document on bringing 
(be complex issue of transfer pricing into the self-assessment regime as unduly burdensome 
and difficult to understand. Under the proposals published last night, multinational compa- 
nies with UK operations will face penalties that could double their tax bills if they fail toaBr 
just their accounting profits for intra-group transactions not made on an arm’s length bJ&J 

Underperforming directors ‘decreasing’ 

The proportion of UK directors receiving above-average pay despite below-average perfor- 
mance by their companies is falling, suggests a study of executive compensation prepared by 
accountants Price Waterhouse. The research based on published accounts data reveals that 
companies paying more than would be expected in view of their size and performance ac- 
counted for only 10 per cent of the total, compared with 19 per cent last year. Meanwhile 
the percentage of companies paying less than expected even though performance was high- 
er than average, grew from 22 per cent to 31 per cent. ■ 

Entergy 

Yesterday’s paper contained an article about the Government giving consent for Entercv to 
build a gas-fired power station in the Thames estuary. The necessary consent was in fact mat- 
ed by the Department of Trade and Industry in September 1994. - 
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The strange case of the offside minister 


OUTLOOK 

ON CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST. NATWEST’S 
TROUBLES AND 
INTEREST RATES 


This is New Labour and we are living in 
the age of shareholder democracy so per- 
haps nobody should be too surprised that 
the odd minister or two has a few shares 
salted away. The Government has, after 
all, embra^ private awnerehip with a gus- 
to that would have been unthinkable even 
five years ago. 

Few appear to have embraced it with 
more enthusia&n than Nigel Griffiths, who 
has a nice little collection of blue-chip 
stocks in his portfolio. 

John Redwood has been chipping 
away and has so far discovered that Mr 
Griffiths has an interest in IQ and P&O 
shares. This would not matter, save for the 
fact that Mr Griffiths also happens to be 
Minister for Competition at the Depart- 
ment of Unde and Industry. 

Even then h. would not be an issue were 
it not for the fact that deals involving both 
IQ and P&O have been the subject of DTI 
investigations. The merger between P&O 
and Siena's ferry operations is the subject 
of an MMC report which is due to be pub- 
lished shortly. 

Honourably and promptly, Mr Griffiths 
has declared himself offside in respect of 
both these inquiries because of a conflict 
of interest For good measure he has also 
stood aside from the DTTs investigation into 
the travel track industry. Apparently he has 
a long-standing interest in the subject 
which for some reason makes it inappro- 
priate for hm to have a say many dectioas. 

Strange as it may seem, the DTI can- 
not say when a serving minister last bad 
to declare quite so many conflicts of in- 


terest in such a short space of time after 
talcing office. 

No one, and especially Mr Redwood, 
is suggesting that Mr Griffiths has acted 
with anything other than absolute pro- 
priety. However, the question does arise • 
as lowhai Mr Griffiths does with his time, 
having managed to exempt himself from 
three important pieces of departmental 
business which would otherwise fail 
squarely in his lap. 

Perhaps when the Prime Minister un- 
dertakes his first ministerial reshuffle Mr 
Griffiths wfl] find he has yet more time 
on his hands. 

There’s life in old 
NatWest yet 

Derek Wanless, chief executive of National 
Westminster Bank, seems to be on good 
form at the moment, despite the pound- 
ing he’s taken in the press and the City. 
Perhaps it has something to do with Bar- 
days and the fiasco of the BZW breakup. 
Suddenly it is Martin Taylor, the blue-eyed 
boy of the banking sector, who is uncom- 
fortably in the news, and not Mr Wanless. 

But it may also be down to the fact that - 
after all the trials and tabulations of the 
past six months, NatWest is beginning to 
emerge from the shadows with a reason- 
ably good story to telL This is Dot the bas- 
ket case it was widely depicted as. If recent 
events have helped to galvanise the or- 
ganisation, that is all to the good. Unlike 


its mam high street rivals, NatWest has 
plenty of scope for improvement. 

Mr VVhnJess has set himself challeng- 
ing targets for return on capital over the 
next two years and he’s detennined to meet 
them. As the stock market has begun to 
appreciate, there’s an upside here in a way 
there perhaps isn’t at Lloyds TSB and Bar- 
clays. If a bidder pops up along the way, 
no one’s going to quarrel too much with 
that Either way shareholders win. 

Nor does the demise of BZW’s global 
ambitions necessarily mean that NatWest 
Markets must go the same way. The main 
clearing bank has already stripped its trea- 
sury functions out of NatWest Markets in 
a way which would seem to indicate that 
the investment bank is being groomed for 
sale. For the time being, however, that is 
not the intention. NatWest continues to 
believe there’s a place for NatWest Mar- 
kets, if uot as a competitor to the bulge 
bracket investment banks of Will Street, 
certainly as a big league player in Euro- 
pean markets. 

For evidence of life in the old organ- 
isation yet, just look at yesterday’s secu- 
ritisation of $5 -5bn of corporate loans. This 
is the second such exercise undertaken by 
NatWest Markets on behalf of its parent 
and means that NatWest has now securi- 
tised the bulk of its big, blue-chip corpo- 
rate lending book. In so doing the bank 
has released a big chunk of capital from 
a low-margin area of the business with- 
out in any way interfering with the rela- 
tionship it has with those clients. That 
money is now available to be returned to 


shareholders, or reinvested elsewhere. 
NatWest has been gemnndy innovative in 
embarking on this process, and others are 
now following its lead. One swallow does 
not a summer make, but judging by the- 
share price, spring certainly seems to be 
well on the way at NatWest. 

Bank has fallen 
behind the curve 

The Bank of England missed a trick.- It was 
the only central bank to do what was ex- 
pected of it yesterday, by not raising in- 
terest rates. On Wednesday Alan 
Greenspan made it plain as a pikestaff that . 
the Fed will move to pre-empt infla tion 
within the next month or two. Yesterday 
the Bundesbank never able to pass up the 
chance to spring a surprise on the mar- 
kets, made its widely anticipated move on 
rates at a completely unexpected time. . 

The start of an international upward 
trend in interest rates then? The picture 
is not that simple. US rates need to go up 
because the economy is growing too fast 
for inflation to remain tame. In his testi- 
mony on Wednesday Mr Greenspan 
made a compelling case for his view that 
the ever-tigbterjohs market will inexorably 
pul upward pressure on wages and infla- 
tion unless the Fed acts to cool demand. 

However, the German economy is 
certainly not racing away at an unsus- 
tainable pace. Although there are some 
domestic inflationary signals, the rationale 


far yesterday’s rate increase was external. 
The point was to underpin the German 
mark audio take German rates closer to- 
wards what will have to be the common 
European rate when the single currency 
starts; -France and the Netherlands in- 
creased their rates as well yesterday for 
the same reasons. The other side of the 
coin is that Italy - when it gets through 
its governmental crisis -and Spain ought 
to be cutting their rates towards the 

Common EUZO denominator-. 

In Britain, the two forces appear to pull 
in opposiie directions. The economy, s still 
overheated- nothing dramatic, Iwt almost 
all the expe r ts think the question about 
a rate increase is when, not whether. In 
failing to act yesterday, the Bank fell a bit 
behind the curve, as folks in the markets 
like to put it If its reluctance is under- 
standable, it is also certainly not acting pre- 
emptively, as it perhaps should be. 

It could be argued, on the other band, 
that if the Government is seriously keep- 
ing open the option of joining the single 
currency at art early stage, UK rates ought 
to be reduced m order to converge on the 
EU level But in fact the European di- 
mension provides another reason for rais- 
ing rates early and hurrying up the peak 
for this economic cycle. That would leave 
enough time for reductions in the UK lat- 
er next year when the economy starts to 
slow convincingly. There is no way round 
the fact that Britain’s economic cyde is out 
of sync with the Cbntinent, but the best way 
to deal with that is to bring the consumer 
boom under control as fast as posable. 


Nomura upsets venture capitalists 
with £700m bid for William Hill 


PowerGen succession battle begins as Wallis set to depart 


j Nomura International, 

| the Japanese securities 
chouse, is Britain’s 
al g gest pub landlord and 
will become Its second- 
! largest bookmaker. 

Tom Stevenson, financial 
editor, reports. 


; Brent Wilker is expected today 
| to announce the disposal of its 
| William Hill betting shop sub- 
: sidiary to Nomura Internn- 
! tional. The sale, for an 
f" estimated £700m, will bring 
1 the curtain down on Brent 
Vfalker, leaving it as a quoted 
.shell swamped by a £5Q0m 
fljpbt mountain. 

™ The former leisure con- 
glomerate’s directors met with 
its bankers yesterday after- 
noon to approve the sale. It fol- 
lows the disposal earlier in the 
year of Brent Walker's Pub- 
master chain and draws a line 
under one of the longest col- 
lapses in corporate history. 

As well as being the official 
end of former boxer George 
Walker’s dreams of heading a 
leisure and property empire, 
the deal has provoked interest 
as the latest in a line of ambi- 
tious acquisitions by Nomura. 
;f|p£]e Japanese house bas now 
' spent more than £9bn of its own 
capital taking on the venture 
capitalists in their own back 
yard, outbidding private 
capital-backed management 
buyouts to snap up a series of 
attractive assets. 

The £700m bid for William 
Hill follows the £l-2bn acqui- 
sition of 4,300 pubs from In- 
ntrepreueur and Spring Inns, 
which when added to the 1,100 
Phoenix Inns pubs it bought last 
year, made Nomura into 
Britain’s biggest pub landlord. 
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Taking a bet: Time will tell if Nomura or Brent Walker’s bankers are the winners from 
the long-awaited purchase of William Hill (above), expected to be announced today 


It joins similar purchases of An- 
gel Trains, the rolling stock leas- 
ing company, and a portfolio of 
Ministry of Defence bousing. 

The deals are interesting not 
just for their size and the way 
they are taking a financial 
group into uncharted territory 
but for the way they are being 
structured. They are all exam- 
ples of securitisation, a tech- 
nique common in the US but 
relatively new over here. 

Headed by workaholic fi- 
nancier Guy Hands, a 38-year- 
old former Goldman Sachs 
employee, Nomura's Principal 
Finance business has almost 
single-handedly brought secu- 
ritisation to Britain. 

Securitisation demands 
deep pockets but is potentially 


much more lucrative than the 
traditional agency work carried 
out by Invest mem banks. It in- 
volves buying an asset with 
predictable cash flows, then 

issuing bonds to investors to pay 
down the debt taken on to 
make the initial purchase. 

If the bank calculates 
correctly, the cashflow from the 
asset is greater than the coupon 
offered to the investors on 
their bonds and the retained 
cash enhances the value of the 
asset which the bank continues 
to own. After a period the 
assets are sold cm or floated on 
a stock market and the hank 
books a profit on the deal. 

Mr Hands, who masterminds 
the deals for Nomura, is gaming 
a reputation as the master deal- 


maker in the field whose skill in 
calculating the risks involved in 
these huge acquisitions is 
matched only by his chutzpah in 
persuading Nomura to use its 
enormous muscle to back the 
deals in the first place. 

While working for Gold- 
man Sachs three years ago he 
approached Nomura and set the 
department up. It now em- 
ploys 70. 

What is undear is how prof- 
itable Nomura’s bets will be. 
Having outbid rivals by sub- 
stantial margins, it has a lot to 
prove. Securitisation has ruffled 
feathers in the world of venture 
capital. Time win tell if Nomura 
or Brent Wfalkcr s bankers are 
the winners from today's long- 
awaited deal. 


Microsoft faces backlash from rivals 


Microsoft was hit this 
■week by a lawsuit 
accusing It of breach of 
contract in its use of 
Java, the promising new 
computer language 
invented by Sun 
Microsystems. The 
dispute is about more 
than that, however. David 
Usbome predicts that 
attacks on Microsoft by 
its rivals are bound to 
multiply 


facing multiplying claims that 
his giant company. Microsoft, 
is deliberately abusing its dom- 
inant position in the PC in- 
dustry, Bill Gates yesterday 
moved to deny allegations lev- 
elled against it by rival Sun 

Microsystems. 


Mr Gates, who is visiting 
Switzerland, was responding 
to a lawsuit filed on Tuesday 
which accuses Microsoft of 
breaching a contract for the use 
of Sun’s new computer lan- 
guage. Java. Microsoft, the 
Sun suit says, is corrupting 
Java in an effort to halt its 
spread as a common platform. 

“The notion that Sim says that 
we are not being compatible, that 
is just not factual” Mr Gates shot 
back. “Somebody shwld just run 
the test and see. We do a bet- 
ter job passing those Java tests 
than Sun or anybody else." 

Sun is claiming that Micro- 
soft has subtly altered specifi - 
cations in the Java language 
that it is deploying for a new 
version of its Microsoft Ex- 
plorer browser programme. 
By doing so, it goes on, Micro- 
soft hopes to fracture the mar- 
ket for Java and weaken its 
appeal as a system that is de- 
signed for use on all kinds of 


computers linked to networks 
or external servers. 

While the dispute is itself 
potentially damaging for 
Microsoft - Sun is vowing to 
withhold all new Java technol- 
ogy from Mr Gales until the 
dispute is settled - many in- 
dustry observers see it as part 
of a gathering campaign to 
curb the perceived hegemony 
of the Seattle-based company. 

“Nothing breeds didike like 
great success,” noted 
Humphrey Thyfor, whose 
polling organisation, Louis 
Harris & Associates recently 
identified Microsoft as the 
company most admired in 
America, surpassing AT&T 

While Microsoft success- 
fully settled a federal investi- 
gation into suspected 
ami-competitive practices in 
1 994, a range of individual US 
states have recently launched 

their own probes into the com- 
pany, While the dominant of 


Microsoft m the PC arena is al- 
most a given - roughly 8ft per 
cent of computers run the Win- 
dows operating system - some 
fear Mr Gales intends gaining 
equivalent leverage m other 
areas, such as the media and the 
Internet. 

The Attorney General of 
Connecticut, Richard Blu- 
menthal, is among those look- 
ing closely at Microsoft’s 
strategy. “All I'm saying is that 
we've received complaints that 
ft is attempting to use its power 
to gain access or dominance in 
other markets,” he said. 

Anxiety is also growing in 
Washington again, where hear- 
ings into the extraordinary 
clout of Microsoft arc set for 
next month. Leading the cam- 
paign to query its power is the 
consumer rights advocate, 
Ralph Nader. “Microsoft wants 
it alL” he said. “You name it: 
cable, media, banking, car deal- 
erships". 


The management 
succession at PowerGen 
was thrown into 
the melting pot 
yesterday after its 
executive chairman 
Ed Wallis was named 
as the next chairman 
of the car components 
group LucasVarity. 

Michael Harrison 
assesses what the 
appointment means 
for the two companies. 


Mr Wallis mil take over as 
non-executive chairman of Lu- 
cas Van ty next May, succeeding 
Sir Brian Fearse the former 
banker who led Lucas into its 
merger with Verity a year ago. 

Although Mr Wallis will 
continue in his present role at 
PowerGen, the appointment is 
bound to increase speculation 
about who will take over when 
he eventually relinquishes ex- 
ecutive responsibilities at the 
electricity generator. 

The front-runner would ap- 
pear to be Deryk King who was 
brought in from ICI as man- 
aging director of PowerGen 18 


months ago. That appoint- 
ment prompted the departure 
of John Rennocks, who was fi- 
nance director at the time. 

It was being stressed yes- 
terday that Mr Wfcllis has no in- 
tention of easing down from his 
executive duties in the fore- 
seeable future, nor was man- 
agement succession an issue for 
the PowerGen board. Howev- 
er, Mr Wallis's decision to ac- 
cept a chairmanship outside 
the group was seen as a further 
endorsement of Mr King’s 
ability to run the group on a 
day to day basis. 

Mr Whllis has led Power- 


Gen since its privatisation in 
1991 and has overseen its ex- 
pansion overseas in the face of 
growing competition from in- 
dependent generators at home 
and the refusal of the last 
Government to allow it to pur- 
chase a regional electricity 
company. 

Recently he has renewed Ids 
appeal to be allowed to buy a 
Rec, warning the new Gov- 
ernment that unless a handful 
of strong integrated -power 
suppliers are allowed to de- 
velop then the liberalisation of 
the domestic electricity market 
next year could be “stillborn”. 
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Speculation mounts as Lloyds eyes insurance capture 


TAKING STOCK- 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Could Lloyds TSB, tbe bank- 
“2 group, be contemplating a 
at a leading insurer? 
■Stories flowed that the hank, 
which takes in the old Chel- 
tenham & Gloucester building 
society as well as the Lloyds 
Abbey Life insurance group, 
planned a call to fulfil-* 
expansion aspirations. 

Whether Lloyds would 
need to fill its boots with share- 
holder cash for such an exer- 
cise is a matter of some 
conjecture. But what is crystal 
dear is the ambitious bank, 
which long ago decided in- 
vestment banking and securi- 
ties did not represent the way 
ahead, needs, in the present cli- 
mate, to bolster its insurance 
ride. 

As Barclays struggles with 
its BZW fiasco and National 
Westminster Bank agonises 
over tbe future of its securities 
arm, Lloyds merely savouis 


tbe problem of deciding which 
is the easiest insurance target. 

LegaJ & General and Nor- 
wich Union are the stock mar- 
ker’s favoured candidates. 
Both are near their best ever 
levels. 

L&G has for long been a 
take over favourite. At me time 
it was thought to be a likdy 
NatWest victim. In the event 
NatWest became weighed 
down by problems largely of its 
own malting 

Norwich has been a take 
over candidate since it came to 
market in the summer. With 
a market valuation of £6.8114 
suggesting say a take out price 
of £8bn, it would represent a 
comfortable excursion for 
Lloyds with a capitalisation of 
nearly £ 43 bn. 

The bank was a little easi- 
er at 78 Z 5 p. L&G lost 4 p to 
494 p and Norwich held at 
24 $p. Barclays, as tbe German 


Commerzbank rukd itself out 
of BZW contention, fell 20 p to 
1 , 627 Jp. NatWest, losing its 
deputy head of global research, 
David Atkinson, gave up 385 p 
to 935 . 5 p. 

The rest of the market was 
under the Greenspan whip. 
With New York hesitant. Foot- 
sie dosed 44 J points down at 
5217 . 8 . At one time it was off 
96 . Unchanged domestic in- 
terest rates helped bat the 
spectre of Continental rates go- 
ing up ruffled sentiment and, 
perhaps, in this superstitious 
age so cfid talk of October gales 
as the anniversary of the great 
crash neared. 

first Leisure, expected to 
see institutions next week, ral- 
lied 1 lp to 291 ^p. The shares 
have come down from a 376 p 
peak with worries of a profits 
wanting prompting the de- 
cline. The market is assuming 
the bingo to bowling alley 


group wiU have at least a rea- 
sonably positive message. 

Rail track's remarkable 
express run continued. The 
shares steamed a further 30 p 
ahead, topping for tbe first time 
l, 000 p. Property assets - and 
vague talk of US interest - 
offered the momentum. 

P&O remained in demand 
on hopes its Cross-channel 
Stout deal will get regulatory 


Share Spotlight 

share (nice, pence . 

! 380 — 
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approval and Zeneca remained 
in the Swiss take over spot%hL 
The shipping group rose 9 p to' 
723 . 5 p and the dtugs group 25 p 
to 2432 5 p . ‘ 

GreenaDs continued to hug 
the spotlight There was talk it 
bad, or was planning to meet 
investment managers. The 
shares moved ahead 9 p to 
389 . 5 p. 

British Energy remained 
in demand. Morgan Stanky has 
reiterated its positive stance, 
helping the shares 21 p higher 
toa 400 p peak. 1 

Britton, the packaging 
group, duty collected its take 
over interest - a possible 
£ 167 m offer from a US group . 
Canxnstar. The Americans are 
talking in terms of 120p a 
share, a calculation which Brit- 
ton seems set to reject. API, a 
Macclesfield-based p ackaging 
group, is known to ’covet 
Britton, up 325 p to 117 . 5 p. 


XCL’s ecstatic run on Chi- 
nese discovery hopes continued 
with the- price flaring another 
7 . 5 p to 40 _ 5 p. MSB Interna- 
tional, a computet personnel re- 
cruitment agency, continued to 
benefit from Tuesday’s results, 
interim profits op fram £ 235 m 
to £3.73x0, and an accompany- 
ing bullish statement Hie 
shares jumped 62 - 5 p to 575 p, 
The price has dimbed more 
yhan lOOp since the figures. 

Property shares again at- 
tracted attention. Allied Loa- 
dtmIVopertiesrpse 3 L 5 pto 93 p, 
a 12 month high, after the £ 60 tn 
acquisition, with a partner, of 
the old Artillery Mansions, a 
Victorian complex, in Lon- 
don’s Victoria. It plans to de- 
velop 1 S 7 apartments. 

Chesterton, tbe property 
group, lost to 2^> after con- 
firming it has suffered a “sub- 
stnntiaUoss”. The shares were 
80 . 5 p in the s umm er. 


-Heavy trading, including an. 
agency cross of 850,000 . 

shares, in Bum Stewart,* ; 


— • ». .. 

group. For months thore has 

been speculation it could •• 

provide the “cadT for toe ? . . 

stock market flotation of : 
William Grant & So ns, toe?i 

unquoted ptmp whidt has 

led the industry's lucrative 
malt whisky charge. Bom 7 4 1 - 
Stewart, which has produced - 
another set of disappointing - 
figores, held at 45 p- The 
shares were floated at 140 pV.- 
six years ago. 


Carbo is on the verge of seffing 

its foundry at Chesterfield; ft 
could collect around £2m. : 
Since the group started a 

revamping exercise four years 
ago it has raised fi&tim.The 
shares held at 28p. 


Whispers of action at 
acquisitive Regal Hotels; the 
shares rose lp to 44 Jp. : 
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forefront of their industry in one of the most 
exciting fields of technology and enterprise” 


V: * 'V 


Haase of Fraser it; 

imorovec i+c „ ® use of Fraser: At a glance 

P VeS ItS SCt Martet vafae; £S00.4m, share price Z16.5p (+1.5p) 




^ been such a dis- 

Sw?* its ****** 1994 

ttet thCTe was a feeling of relief vpc. 

*at the department store group 
^managed to deliver a set «. 
suite with no nasty surprises. 

“K 1 ** 100 ***% to be sure of a 
yarned recovery fro*, this 
**** has disappointed so often” 

P&SL 

Sm a t least it looks as if the chair- 
ma^Brian McGowan, who offered to 
fen ot hrs sword tf there were any fur- 

^^^ 00th3Vet0impalehira - 
Thw, the group made a pre-excep- 
^nai loss of £2 Jm in the firet haJ£but 

^h W ?«n C ° nsiderab,e ™P rov emem 
on the £8.7m recorded in the same half 
last year. 

. ^ u P Bft of 3.8 per cent in the 
haff and 5 per cent in current trading 

KTi t Hari u : . & 


TBmofBr (Em) 


tamings per share (p) 

Wriiteiids per share (p) - 5.5 ' 

Gross profit-Margin rate 


1995 

WB 

1997 

ms? 

..97/W : 

754.7 

748.9 

781.4 

334.7 

3453 

jus 

M3.,’ 

; ’ mT 

;m ‘ 

Q*l'[ 

B2 

5.0 


(4.3) 

m 

5> 

45 _:•/ 

; 45 

.17 

1.7 ’. 


fished. On Charterhouse Tihieys£5.6ro 
full-year forecast, the shares are on a 
forward p/e ratio of 16 for 1997 and 13 
□ext year. Undemanding at these lev- 
els, felt unproven too. 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


Kier constructs 
a solid future 


□ 1996/97 
35 ~ □ 1897/98 



^ « uui vicar now muen 
01 this has come from the offloading of 
cut-pnee stock. 

House of Fraser says its priority is 

to increase margins rather than drive 
sales and here the Qewswas reasonably 
encouraging. 

The gross margin rose by nearly a 
full percentage point This was boost- 
ed by better sales of higher-margin own- 
bought ranges as opposed to the 
concessions on which House of Fraser 
always relied in the past. 

Sales of the Linea range of own-label 
clothing, launched in late July, have ex- 
ceeded the company’s most optimistic 
expectations and should boost m argins 
further. There remains much to be done, 
of course. 

The remaining third of the “off strat- 
egy” stock which has troubled the com- 
pany for so long will be offloaded by the 

end of the year, using up more of last 
year’s chunky provisions. There are two 
unwanted stores in Eastbourne and 
Sheffield which the company hopes to 
seD but may have to close. 

Staff turnover, which has been as 
high as 50 percent in the stores and 40 
per cent at head office, is falling, which 
should improve customer service. 

And a store efficiency programme, 
which was completed for non-selling 
functions in Mairib, w31 deliver cost sav- 
ings of £ 10 m a year. 


Concessions 


Share price 

pence 

230 

220 4 

210 ft 

200 — Jl 

190 "Jr 

18D JT/V 

i5d ~* iC 

130— — ~ 


1995 1996 


The shares, floated at 180p, dosed 
l-5p higher at 216 .5p yesterday and on 
UBSTs fuD-year profit forecast of £27 .8m 
they trade on a forward rating of 25. Tbo 
racy to make the shares worth charing. 


Ted Baker makes 
a name for itself 


Ralph Lauren, Gucci, Armani... Ted 
Baker? If Ray Kelvin, founding chief 
executive of Ted Baker, is right, his 
men’s casual dothing label will soon 
have the instant brand recognition en- 
joyed by these gilt-edged names. 

Mr Kelvin certainly has the chutz- 
pah associated with the world of high 
fashion. Not only did he float his com- 
pany at 20 times earnings, above the 
retail sector average, but he netted al- 
most £16m from the deaL That and the 
fact that the company rased almost no 
new money has left the market waiy. 

Floated at 135p on 24 July, Tfed Bak- 
er's shares initially soared to a high of 
150.5p, but slipped 4Jp to 146p yes- 
terday despite strong maiden interims 
- sales to August grew 50 per cent to , 
£B.9m with underlying profits up one- 
third to £Z 2 m. 


Mr Kelvin is keen to emphasise that 
Ted Baker is a label wholesaler, not a 
retailer, even though 60 per cent of its 
sales are from its handful of shops and 
concessions. Wholesaling which grew 
sales by 94 per cent in the half year, 
means lower overheads than the aver- 
age retailer and better margins. 

Tfed Baker enjoys 30 per cent net re- 
turns. It also means expansion abroad 
is less risky. 

Mr Kelvin’s biggest problem is con- 
vincing the market that Tfed Baker has 
Lhe staying power to become an in- 
ternational brand. Mr Kelvin is correctly 
creating scarcity value by strictly ra- 
tioning the clothes to a handful of in- 
dependent retailers. 

The rich and shameless seem to ap- 
preciate Baker’s unusual fabrics and 
colours -Tom Cruise, Jack Nicholson 
and Tony Blair’s children are all cus- 
tomers. With the average price of a shirt 
at £50, Tfed Baker’s position as an af- 
fordable label looks attractive too. 

All that is reflected in the very good 
interim figures. However only a few la- 
bels w3i ever gain the mystique and 
durability of Armani, and there only 
time will telL Mr Kelvin is building the 
brand by expandmginto fbrnial wear, " 
women’s wear andsufts, but that risks 
diluting the name before it is estab- 


S hares in construction group Kier are 
a rare commodity. At flotation almost 
a year ago, employees held just over 80 
per cent of the company’s shares, lb- 
day about 70 per cent of stock is still 
in staff hands. So far, hanging on to Kier 
shares has paid off!. The group float- 
ed at I70p and its share price yester- 
day closed at 221 5p, 6 p up on the day 
following a strong set of preliminary re- 
sults. Pre-tax profits for the year to June 
rose 17.8 per cent to £ 8 . 6 m. 

Kier is less dependent on the va- 
garies of the property market than 
many companies in this sector. In the 
home and properties division, one-third 
of group pre-tax profits, Kier has two 
companies, house-builder Twigden 
Homes and commercial property de- 
veloper Kier Ventures. 

Though the ups and downs of the 
housing market dearly impact upon 
TVigden Homes, the company’s prop- 
erty banks reduce its reliance on the open 
land market. Kier Ventures has a num- 
ber of low-risk projects in the bag, such 
as the construction of a fully pre-let re- 
tail park in Canterbury, which reduces 
its exposure to cyclical fluctuations. 

Kier’s second arm is construction, 
consisting of three divisions. Kier Re- 
gional looks after small UK construc- 
tion projects and, with a growing list 
of clients, is performing well KierNa- 
tiooal, which carries out larger prefects, 
has been hit by a downturn in road- 
building, though involvement in the Pri- 
vate Finance Initiative could mean an 
inflow of profits in the medium term 
The third division, property manage- 
ment, has had a good year and is grow- 
ing quickly. Turnover is set to double 
following Tuesday’s £4Jm acquisition 
of FM Contract Services. 

AU in all, the future at Kier looks 
solid, {forecasts put the company on a 
forward rating of about 10.5 times, be- 
low average for thfe sector. 

Given prospects, this looks like 
good value. 



Ray Kelvin, chief executive and founder of Lon- 
don-based casual shin makers Tfed Baker, got 
pretty effusive yesterday about the future of the 
company as he announced its first post-flotation 
results. Not surprising, perhaps, since he 
trousered a £3m payment and sold £13m worth 
Of Shares during the float 10 weeks ago. 

Speaking about the company's trademark ca- 
sual shirt, called the Tfed, Mr Kelvin said: 
“Men buy ibe Ted. They don't want to call it a 
shirt Ted has a lot of personality, humour and 
mystery.” 

Then Mr Kelvin said: “\bu never see Tfed." Eh? 

*T)oes that mean you are the brand?’’ I asked biire 

“Pm the closest one to him,” lhe by now trans- 
ported Mr Kelvin replied. The company also sells 
a formal range of men’s shirts, the Edward Bak- 
er range. “He [Edward] doesn’t like to be called 
Tfed,” Mr Kelvin said. I’ll make sure I won’t 


Paul Manduca, chief executive of Thread- 
needle Asset Management and one of the City’s 
fund management grandees, is to chair the com- 
mittee overseeing a new investment product 
which will trade the FTSE 100 index. 

The Offering Circular for the new securities, 
called FTSE 100 Trains, was launched yester- 
day. The intriguing name derives from Traded 
Index Securities. Perhaps the marketing people 
at HSBC James Cape], who dreamt the idea up, 
should sell them under the slogan: “They’ll go 
like a train." Or something like that. 

Mr Manduca says: “They will be very trade- 
able bits of paper, buyable in the market They’re 
designed for small and medium-sized institutions 
who want a quick exposure to the FTSE.” 

The Threadneedle boss has been asked to 
act as an independent chairman for the new 
scheme. As well as heading Threadneedle, 
part of the BAT empire, he is a director of a 
Touce Remnant investment trust and sits on var- 
ious “great and the good" committees, includ- 
ing the University Superannuation Scheme. 

So, what is Thread needle's view of the mar- 
ket at the moment? Mr Manduca says: "We are 
cautious about the US and UK markets, although 
a crash is not imminent. The danger is on the 
downside." 


The people over at City law firm Nkbolson Gra- 
ham & Jones have been busy bees. Partner Aten 
Langleben has been advising Dame Shirley 
Barter in her action against District Auditor John 
Magffl, while Piers Coleman has been advising 
Liberal Democrat MP Mark Oaten on the Win- 
chester election case. The firm, which merged 
with West End solicitors Brecher & Co, also rep- 
resents the property developers Godfrey Brad- 
man and Gerald Reason. 


Puce-faced apologies to Richard Branson and 
Lord Puttnam, two members of the Govern- 
ment’s taskforce for the creative industries. I 
wrote yesterday that the great retailer and the 
movie mogul failed to attend the launch. In fact 
they were at the launch meeting, just not at the 
press briefing. The nation can breathe again. 


Nicholas Soames, the Bunteresque former 
Minister for the Armed Forces, has been ap- 
pointed a non-executive director of Network 
Technology, a hi-tech start-up he discovered on 
a constituency visit before the May election. 

Network makes widgets which go into print- 
ing machines and which enable computers to talk 
to printers and vice versa. The company, based 
in Burgess HU! Sussex, floated on AIM last year 
and supplies Japanese printing machine-makers. 

When I phoned Mr Soames’s office yester- 
day I was told he was in a helicopter on his way 
to see the Amber Foundation, a youth em- 
ployment charity of which he is a trustee, based 
in a stately home near Marlborough. He had left 
a statement, however, saying: “I am delighted 
to be appointed as a non-executive director of 
Network Technology. They are a company at the 


Christopher Hampson, chairman of RMC 
Group, is joining what used to be British Gas, 
now called BG, as a non-executive director. Ca- 
nadian by birth, Mr Hampson spent almost all 
his working life with ICI and retired from the 
group three years ago. He is non-executive 
chairman of RMC and a former chairman of 
Yorkshire Electricity Group. He also sits on the 
board of the UK Government Environmental 
Agency. 


“I'm picking up a Tncorder reading. Captain," 
is a catchphrase from Star Trek. I had not realised 
until yesterday, however, that there is a British 
company called Tncorder Technology which 
makes 3D digital scanners for use with personal 
computers. And yes, they took the name from 
the TV show. Three non-executive directors of 
the company have been appointed to high-pro- 
file posts in other companies. 

Dr Robert Hawley, who has just retired as 
chief executive of British Energy, has been ap- 
poin ted chairman of the Council of Durham Uni- 
versity. Dr John Forrest has joined the main 
board of venture capital group 3i and Anne 
Glover has co-founded Amadeus, a venture cap- 
ital fond whose investors include Microsoft 
That’s it - beam me up. 


Foreign Exchange Rates 


Interest Rates 


Country 

* AwietiHsi 


Austria 

gelQMn 

Canada 

Danmtrt 

B3J 

Finland 

Ranee 

Germany 

Graeco 

BBT " 9 

Sm. 


Masco 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Portugal 

SautfArate 


Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

US 


Staffing 

Spot 

10000 
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Jesper Pamevik (right) takes his second shot on the first hole at Wentworth yesterday while Ian Woosnam (second left) looks on 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Faxon plays it straight down the middle 


The Ryder Cup lives cm 
in the memory, but Brad 
Faxon, a member of the 
defeated American 
team, is determined to 
play down talk of grudge 
matches or revenge at 
this week’s Toyota 
World Match Play 
Championship, as 
Andy Farrell reports from 
Wentworth. 


It would be hard to describe 
Brad Faxon as being on a mis- 
sion of vengeance at the Toy- 
ota World Match Play. But 
having beaten one member of 
Europe’s Ryder Cup team in 
Darren Clarke, the American 
now has the opportunity to 
defeat the man who sealed his 


country’s defeat at Vhlderrama, 
Colin Montgomerie. 

Clarke, who lost 2 and 1, dis- 
covered that having an off- 
putting day against the 
so-called best putter in the 
world, even not performing to 
Faxon’s usual hig h standard, stiD 
spelt defeat. Attempts to build 
today’s encounter into a grudge 
match fared no better. 

During the Ryder Cup, 
quotes from a newspaper in- 
terview by Cblin Montgomerie 
about some of the US players 
were given prominence on 
American television. Observa- 
tions that Faxon is not the 
straightest of hitters are noth- 
ing new, but reference to the 
American’s divorce has brought 
outraged e-mails from across 
the Atlantic to Montgomerie's 
home page on the Internet. 

Faxon, though, would not be 


drawn. “I’ve spoken to Colin. 
I know how thing s can be twist- 
ed.” he said. “We get on welL 
I think he is pretty funny. It 
would be nice to win, but it isn’t 
going to get the Ryder Cup 
back for America.” As be got 
up, with the broadest of grins, 
he added: “But Monty’s a jerk. 
Is that what you want?” 

The man with the problem, 
or opportunity, of taking on 
Ernie Els today falls to Ian 
Woosnam. On a blustery morn- 
ing, he produced the best golf 
of the Gist round with an ap- 
proximate 68. It was only good 
enough for a one-hole lead over 
Jesper Pamevik, but after lunch 
he cruised to a 4 and 3 victory. 

There may be no Tiger 
Woods at Wentworth, but there 
wasaTegra wood, or driver, on 
display. Woosnam was using 
one for the first time, after try- 


ing 14 different variations of the 
club in practice last week. 

The new design, developed 
by a NASA scientist, has a 
shaft attached nearer the mid- 
dle of the dnbhead. The theo- 
ry is that it prevents a typical 
hacker’s slice. “It’s to help am- 
ateurs to draw the bali,” Wbos- 
nam said. “It’s just what I 
need.” The added benefit is ex- 
tra length. 

“I bit it so easy and it went 
a long way. It's been pretty de- 
pressing seeing these young 
guys hit it so far past you. I'm 
looking forward to the chal- 
lenge of playing Ernie. He is not 
going to make many mistakes,” 
the Wels hman added. 

Although everything pales in 
comparison with the Ryder 
Cup, there was not a great deal 
on the opening day for the 
gallery to get excited about But 


the beauty of matchplay is that 
the state of a match can create 
drama. Yesterday’s best contest 
was between Phil Mickelson 
and Frank NobQo, who won at 
the second extra bole. 

NobOo had been four up af- 
ter 12 holes, but the American 
fought back and the New 
Zealander found himself one 
down playing the last after he 
drove out of bounds at the 17th 
for the second time in the day. 
But when Mickelson lipped 
out from 12 feet at 18, NobQo 
got a reprieve and sealed the 
match by hitting his tee shot at 
the short second bole to a foot. 

The usual role at this event 
of Oriental Spice was this year 
played by Tsukasa Watanabe, a 
player ranked 169th in the 
world. What he really, really 
wanted was to become the first 
Japanese representative to 


reach the second round since 
Joe Ozaki beat Ben Crenshaw 
7 and 6 in 1986. Unfortunately. 
Vi jay Singh, last year’s beaten 
finalist and rated 154 places 
above ^ tana be, proved too 
strong and won 4 and 3. 

TOYOTA WORLD MATCH PLAY CHAM- 
PIONSHIP (Wentworth): J Panwv* (Swe) 
lost to I Wfoomam (G8) 4 and 3; P Mcfcei- 
son (US) kst to F Nobto (NZ) M 38dn B Fw- 


_ JS) bt D Clarke (GB) 2 and 1; V Singh 
(F|4 bt T Wtoanabe (Japan) 4 and a 

# Seve Ballesteros and Jose 
Maria Olazabal. together again 
for the first time since winning 
the Novotel Perrier Pairs tour- 
nament two years ago, shot a 
four-under-par 67 in the first 
round of this years edition of 
the event in Bordeaux to end 
the day three shots off the 
lead. Each pair plays a fouitell 
on the first day, a foursomes on 
the second, a greensomes on 
the third and all players play as 
individuals on the fourth. 


MOTOR RA CING 


Serene Villeneuve 
close to realising 
his life’s ambition: 


Jacques Vfllenetive needs 
to finish just one point 
ahead of Michael 
Schumacher in Sunday’s 
Japanese Grand Prfx in 
Suzuka to win the world 
championship. David 
Tremayne on the home 
straight of a fascinating 

contest. 


Tb watch them sitting together 
yesterday afternoon, neither 
Jacques Villeneuve nor 
Michael Schumacher appeared 
to have a care in the world. 
When the German was asked 
if Japan's balmy weather would 
work as much to his advantage 
as the rain that deluged the 
Japanese Grand Prix three 
years ago, he smiled breezily 
and said: “The good weather 

suits us both - 1 can keep my sun- 
tan, and Jacques can keep his 
hair tight." 

Considering that the world 
c hamp ionship is at stake, both 
men seemed remarkably at ease, 
a narked contrast to last year 
when Damon HID looked as 
twitchy as Vffleaeuve was serene. 

One year on, Villeneuve 
looks like a man who expects to 
deliver. Little more than a 
month ago Schumacher was 
the hot favourite to take a third 
title, as Ferrari's performances 
pushed him into a comfortable 
lead in the points table. But the 
last two races were disastrous. 
An illegal overtaking move in 
Austria cost him dearly, and the 
antics of his brother Ralf re- 
moved him from contention in 
Germany a week later. Vil- 
leneuve won both races to vault 
back into the lead. 

“It felt great,” he said. 
“Those races put us back 
where we started the season. 
We started working well again 
within the team, and it all fell 
into place. Michael and Ferrari 
didn't have good weekends, but 


then we have had some trad; 
ones too which didn’t go to 
plan, and some that we threw, 
away. It was just a case of go- 
ing for it. We didn’t have a 
choice.” 

Though he has won seven 
races to Schumacher’s four, it 
has Tint been an easy season. His 
brash manner has not always sat 
well with Williams' very English 
manag ement team, and there 
have been frequent head-on 
dashes over the chassis set-up. 

“After the first few races we 
had been too competitive and 
we relaxed,” Villeneuve sug- 
gested. “And a. tot of work was 
done on the 1998 car. So ittodk 
us time to react when Ferrari 
suddenly came on. After Mona- 
co there was a lot of pressure, 
and it became aconstant battle.” 

Sch umache r' suriledrirom- - 
cafiy at this, having recently 
seen Ferrari's edge blunted. 
While Vfllenueve now has the j 
mien of a man who knowsjust ’ 
how close he is to realising his 
ambition, Schumacher looks 
more like the pragmatist whose 
gamble has come op one jaeje 
short of a royal flash. “I'm go- 
ing to be driving as hard as I 
have been all season,” he said. 
“But with my other champi- 
onships I was leading going into 

the last races. Here I am now 
the one who has to overtake.” 

He said he had prepared for 
the race by playing strategy 
games and cards with Ral£ 
whose first comer move at the 
Nurburgring might well have 
lost him the title. Villeneuve, by 
contrast, went sightseeing. ' 

The odds decidedly favour 
him, and Schumacher knows 
better than anyone just tvhat a 
mountain he has to climb.- 
“Even if we don’t win tire 
championship ” he said; %re_ 
have fulfilled our expectations 
this season. But if thec&ince 
is there, sure I will gtfforrt” 
But he knows that, all thiags be- 
ing equal, he can only win the 
title if Villeneuve loses ft. 


CRICKET 



Saqlain sticks to his task 


Henry Blo/eW 
reports from Rawalpindi 
Pakistan 456 
South Africa 359-6 


french 












m 




15% off 


South Africa bad no trouble in 
avoiding the follow-on but 
there was a flurry of excitement 
in the afternoon when five 
wickets fell for 61. taking their 
score to 282 for 6. The damage 
was done by the off-spin of 
Saqlain Mushtaq, who has 
bowled beautifully throughout 
the long South African innings. 

He finished the day with fig- 
ures of 5 for 126 and he would 
not bave been flattered if he 
had picked up two or three 
more wickets. His leg-spinning 
colleague, Mushtaq Ahmed, 
who toiled away at the other 
end for much of the day. fin- 
ished without a wickcL 

The slow pitch did not make 
life easy for bowlers or batsmen. 
There was nothing in it for the 


fast bowlers and whenever the 
spinners caused problems the 
tell came through so slowly that 
the batsmen had time to adjust 

At the start of the day South 
Africa needed 118 more to 
avoid the follow-on and in the 
morning Gary Kirsten and 
Jacques Kallis took no risks, 
picking up wbal runs were of- 
fered. There was one memo- 
rable stroke when Kirsten came 
down the pitch to Mushtaq 
and drove him through extra 
cover for four. They were still 
together at lunch, having put on 
66 from 29 overs. 

The score had reached 221 
for 1 and Kadis had made his 
h ighesi Test score, 6 1 , when he 
played back to one which 
Saqlain bowled from round 
the wicket and was leg before. 
Seven runs later, when two 
short of fus hundred, Kirsten 
followed one which the off-spin- 
ner turned more sharply and 
was caught in the gully. 

Then, at 249, Daryl Cullinan 


was most unlucky to be given 
Ibw to Saqlain to a ball which 
clearly pitched outside the leg 
stump. The follow-on was then 
saved before Hanse Cronje cut 
Azhar Mahmood to backward 
point and Brian McMillan was 
caught at slip off the back of the 
bat sweeping at Saqlain. 

But Shaun Pollock and 
David Richardson, both com- 
petent batsmen, then made 
sure Pakistan will not grin too 
big a lead with an unbroken sev- 
enth- wicket stand of 77 against 
bowlers who were tiring. 

Fotrih day. Pakistan won loss 

PAKISTAN - ftna Innings 456 [Azftw Uatv 

mood tana Ai Naqvl TIS, l/fashtao Ahmad 59: 


BASEBALL 


Red faces for 
the Indians 


S M PoCocL 3-74 A A Dcna« 3-106> 
SOUTH AFRICA - Rnt Innings 
09 tor 1) 

G KksancfazbSaqtth 


J H Kaffls 9m Saqlain 61 

□ J QAnan tar SaqWft B 


•WJ Crow cfcib Alter. » 

BMMdM&nebzbSadrti .7 


BMMdttaicfezb Sa^Mn ......7 

S M Poiod. not am 35 

tD J nohanbon not out 30 

Curas (bO. RA nt>T2. M . . rw 

Total {for 6} a» 

Fttl (corf) : 2 -22\ 3-22B. 0-34& 5-276 6-282 
lb bat P L Symooa, A A DanafcL B N Setelfc 


Umpires; S varfanwagatai (hd) end Jmed 

Akhtor (PnkJ 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Simply cut out the voucher below, take it to your nearest French 
Connection store and you will receive 1 5 per cent off your purchases. 
The offer runs everyday until Saturday 1 1 October 1997. 

Look out for the vouchers in The Independent and Independent on Sunday. 


Lowe swells ranks of Great Britain’s chiefs 



Tferms and CondMom 
This voucher emfete pou to 15% rf 
everything »va4iblo at French 
Connection Stares. Afl swefc is tubjon 
to gvfefabUtty. TWs offer It on iy available 
at the pr d cipBifcig starts fated betot 
The qBv it available from Suunfy 27 
September 1997 umfi 5arurtfaj> 1 1 
October 1 997 Inclusive. THs voucher 
majr not be toed in conjunction with any 
other oBer. The voucfws cannot be 
used on sale items. R omero : French 
Connection, 6046 Great Portland 
Street. London Wl. 


Whatever deficiencies might 
yet be exposed among the 
infantry, Great Britain will go 
into their series against Aus- 
tralia next month with no short- 
age of generals. Already 
blessed with three coaches and 
a technical director, the na- 
tional squad yesterday acquired 
a team manager, with the reap- 
pointment of Phil Lowe to the 
role he filled on tour last year. 


The former Test forward 
managed the Lions on their 
difficult trip to Papua New 
Guinea, Fiji and New Zealand 
and was thought to have hand- 
ed in his notice when be was 
critical of the League's decision 
to send home 10 players as a 
cost-cutting measure. Yet 
Lowe’s stance meant that he re- 
tained the respect of the play- 
ers, so be is a sensible choice 


to head the management team 
for a demanding series. 

That team already includes 
a head coach in Andy Good- 
way, with back-up from Shaun 
McRae and Daryl Powell, with 
the technical director, Joe 
Lydon, overseeing the prepa- 
rations for the series rather than 
take on the team manager's 
role. 

- Dave HadfiehJ 


The Baltimore Orioles started 
well in their attempt to reach a 
World Series since 1983, t aming 
the Cleveland Indians 3-0 in the 
first game of the American 
League Championship Sens. 

Scott Erickson led the way 
for the Orioles by pitching a 
four-hitter on Wednesday night 
for the first shut-out of the 1997 
post-season. Brady Anderson 
chipped in with his speciality, 
a lead-off homer off Chad 
Ogea, and Roberto Alomar 
followed up with a two-run 
shot in the third innings that ef- 
fectively ended the contest. 

After a wobbly end to the 
the regular season, Baltimore 
are once a gain firing on ail 
cylinders. In the best-of-five di- 
visional series, the AL East 
champions brushed aside the 
Seattle Mariners 3-1, handing 
two rare defeats to Randy 
Johnson, normally baseball’s 
most overpowering pitcher. 

In the National League, 
where Atlanta are chasing their 
fifth pennant in seven years, the 
Braves atoned for a sloppy 
opener by thrashing the Flori- 
da Marlins 7-1 to square the 
besr-of-seven series at 1 - 1 . 

On Tuesday, three simple 
fielding errors handed the Mar- 
lins five unearned iikb and a 5-3 

win. A day later, however, nor- 
mal service resumed as the red- 
outable Braves pitching - this 
time it was John Smoltz’s - 

gave up just three hits. 

2* m an fewi j-y. 

Baltimore 
** Jan3 0 (Bottnorf tad 


- Rupert Cornwell 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 8/10/97. The winning numbers: 3, 4, 7, 23, 34, 43. Bonus number: IS. 
J^tal_S3les^££8 : 931 ! g4g : _PrfWfi<gdv£14 : g26 : 224j45% of ticket sates plus £1.606,848 Superdraw' funding) 


Participating stores 

249 Regent Servo. London Wf. 0171 -493 3124: 140 Kiip Road. London SW3. 0171-225 3302: 99 Long Acre. London WC2. 0171-379 5540; J I James Street London 
WCZ. 0171-836 0522: 10 AngA Street. London Wl, 0171-287 2046: 57 Brampton Road, London SW3. 0171-589 5560; 170 Kctufegton High Sims. London W8.QI7I-937 
4565: Fenwide, New Bond Street London Wl. 0171-629 9161: Spirit 40 Duke Sew. London Wl. 0171-310 3074; 29 Hampnead Hgh Sew London NW3, 0171-794 
1 115: 26 EHtSmas. Brighton 01273-727 1 17; 16 Marf*e HB. Cambridge Of 223J 1 1 966: 9 gfei WMc. Kingston. 0181-549 5789; 7 Tbe GMw, Bromie*0lffi-4« 7617: 
Unmans. StGeorees Lane. Canterbury 0IZ27-766 Kb 9 Nw Breadmeid. Bristol 01 179-268 108: 14-16 St Ann 5o«t Manchester 0161-835 1 727; 53 Alt** Street 
Ltads 01 1 32-435 509: 39 Queen Street Oxford 01865-243 835: 14 Coney Street TbH* 01904-61 1 991; Ufw 40. Queens Arcade. Cardiff 01222-399 109:25 Bridge Street 
Otesta- 01244-3 13 130: 102-103 Harieqwi Shopping Center. Vfaiford 0192^250533: !07thMnSoeetGiaisovr0l4l-248 7745;70GeangeStrwEdfobursh0l3l-220 1274 


. Match 6 (Jackpot) 

Match 5 plus bonus ball 

Match 5 

Match 4 

Match 3 

TOTALS 

@ Cometal Group pic. Ptflu-rs must bo 16 or over. 


8 

27 

1.537 

43,113 

649.408 

694.093 


£625,000 

£38.668 

£424 

£33 

£10 


i.000 £5,000,000 

■668 £1.044,036 

24 £651,688 

|3 £1.422.729 

to £B.»94,086~ 

£14.612,533 

Breakage tomes rounded down to nearest lii- ci-a gg j 
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Jn mr '.'vent oi my discrepancy m »c the a«» wniammi in Comcun centra computer system shell prevail. 
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Spectre of doping returns to haunt racing 


SAILING 


Doping, the greatest 
threat to radng* s 
integrity, has returned. 
Two badly-beaten horses 
have tested positive for 

a prohibited substance 
and a six-month old 
Jockey Club inquiry is 
s&\ trying to track down 
& P«T>«trators. Rfch ard 
Edmondson reports. 


The failure of one of the hors- 
es beaten in the latest spate of 
doping to hit racing. Lively 
Knight almost caused an exo- 
dus of horses from Josh Gif- 
ford s Findon yard. The bay 
gelding was a 1-7 favourite for 
a three-runner novice chase at 
Plumpton in late March, but 
was a beaten horse from three 
fences out. 

The good to firm ground was 

forwarded as an explanation by 


some for Lively Knight’s capii- 
u I®hon, even though be had won 
on good going earlier in the 
® n 9 ia| gD. Gifford, though, had 
no idea why his runner, 50ib 
clear of the winner, Stormhili 
Pilgrim, on the official ratings, 
should have run so badly. 

Gifford’s biggest problem 
transpired to be the riding 
arrangements. Lively Knight 
was partnered by Leighton As- 
pdL his yard’s conditional jock- 
ey, while Stormhili Pilgrim was 
a spare ride for Philip Hide, the 
stable’s retained jockey. 

This coincidence upset Alan 
Weller, the owner of the run- 
ner-up and, in the immediate 
aftermath, he threatened to 
remove all his horses from Gif- 
ford, including the promising 
Boardroom Shuffle. Gifford 
said yesterday: “He now says he 
never talked about taking his 
horses away, but 1 can assure 
you he did. All this tells us what 
really happened that day ” 


For much of this year the 
Jockey Club has been con- 
ducting a covert operation in 
West Sussex and only recently 
has Gifford considered the 
magnifying glass has lifted from 
him and his team. 

The trainer added: “U’s 
veiy worrying. We have been 
investigated, or interrogated if 
you like, for the last six 
months. We were told to keep 
quiet and they would be doing 
undercover work to find out 
who did this. I am 100 percent 
behind my staff and. as far as 
1 am concerned, they have got 


nothing whatsoever to do with 
this.” 

Gifford's disbelief about the 
culprits is matched by his in- 
credulity at the race they tried 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: City Han 
(Ascot 5.20) 

NB: Demolition Jo 
(Ascot 3.40) 


lo fix. He said: “1 can’t believe 
that anyone can make so much 
money on a little, three-runner 
race at Plumpton. I'm not a 
gambling man myself, but l 


can’t believe there are that 
many people around who want 
to back a 1-7 shot. And, if any- 
one had tried to get ou any of 
the other two with serious 
money, the bookmakers would 
have squealed immediately. So 
I don't understand it, though 
they must have found some- 
thing.'’ 

The Jockey CTub have yet to 
confirm that the same sub- 
stance was found in Lively 
Knight as Charlie Egerton's 
Avanti Express, who was 
drugged when pulled up at Ex- 
eter three weeks earlier. Even 


Trainer, jockey — and horse — banned 


The trainer Martin Todhuntcr 
was fined £1,500, the jockey 
John Slack banned for eight 
days and Ibc horse Kwikpoim 
suspended for 30 days yester- 
day at a Jockey Gub inquiry 
held under the non-triers rule. 


CARDS I F 


HYPERION 

ISL 1 ^^**** 2 - 20 **" 9S Minstrel 2*5 


2m. ADMISSION: Ck* 

* *' acta * dB parting 

SmB ?. 417 127811,1 A 

BUNKERED HRST TtM& Gold Btte fystrod) 


o on I BLACKWELL HANDICAP CHASE 
r-rrl (CLASS C) £6,300 added 3m 

1 4MS 3 RCKAL VACATION (5) (C)(t))GUkbae 8 QQ-JCrtbgtqn 

2 4P5 &l BOARDING SCHOOL (538) CPster OVfl .Dftoter 

3 -«4443 «WTE»UIO«S|CD)ttssLa6SBl9t>0JJRaUp)V 

4 4U&4 QUtXALL CROSS5TT (118) E Cane 12 UO.^JSWytor (5) 

-4 declared - 

iMaunrnfigm 10a. TmtenfkapM^WmDemani SBt*to, Qutr- 
■ICWn NMa 

BCTnMG: 14 Royal Vteotton, S3 BwflSng School, 8-1 WNta Diamond, 
28-1 QrfalQoandt 


ORTON CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 2m If 


Jj SNAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
lJ added 3YO 2m If 
m Dt6SNG70NTllB(39) WUcNeomflS JV Dobbin 


, 331 R^- RRE p 5)roMMea^» T15 Leahy (3) 

3 UTTUE MSB RO CKER (^5 ) A Octal ID 7 H 

BETTING: 1*6 Rate Rra, 136 Dbatngton Tinea, 11-4 Lilia Mbs Rock* 


1 356-0 PS(IliWDSQIfflE{7) (CO)(BF) JMjNfmcn611 tf... 

AKSnrth#} 

2 21432 1NBl.APraMIEDp)(p0)BMKbggBrtB1l 91Jteto(5) 

3 601-3 COTTAGE PRINCE (13) J J Qtfm 4 11 7 G Hogan 

4 7M22- SOUSSE(ia7)(CO)<H=)iteMftaetoyin5 GLw 

5 P4562 ROYALCmCUS(B)(D)PttaH8T>7 fMoband 

-BMkra*> 

BOTm 52 Watt AppoMsd, 3-1 Cottage ftteca, 7-2 feofend Rm 
4-1 Royal Onus. 5-1 Soum 


fo 'o n l DURDAR NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

t WP-2 AMOTHB? MEADOW (48) J Oocn 9 VQ ..AS torey 

Tl OF- GOLD BITS (1*9) G FSchanfe 6DQ A Dobbin V 

/ 55R-U2 KMGS HMSTRAL (10) (D) D Lotto? D12 _JBu«s 

4 00*56/ STRONG BLADE (926) JNWa 7 mi? A P McCoy 

5 (V TITAN THAI P07S)N Mason B« 12 ft Guest 

6 w SOUND PROFTrpO)W 1^90 7 .Sftyta(5) 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: Evana Kings Iftotrai, 62 Gold Btta, 7-2 Strang Blade, 12-1 
TtanThaL2s-i often 


n f o c l Cmr OF CARLISLE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

1 res-t WYUPWU.ft0)<C)CftoteO1Te BSWey 

3 Mra CROSS CANNON (21)(ty JVfcde DO 4 APUcCoj 

3 320-2 MARBLE MAN (7) (CO) VI 7 1) 12 DBotoey 

4 24FC3 BATTBffFIRE0{1G) NttaSCn8D3 RGuut 

5 0P4M M0VAC(3B)<D)**wi.ftaralB»a RJahmon 

-5 dadoed - 

BETTTHQ: 1M Battery fired. 34 IfeynpM, s-1 Cress Camon. S-1 Ifar- 
fate 11m, 20-1 Home 


HARRABY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


3H2Z3 LEAP IN TIE DARK (13) (Ej) MSB L9d£l 8 11 O A P McCoy 
282-41 RET RS» 1151(0) C Pater 4 Ti 9 .B Storey 


2 282-n RETRB»t15) (D) CPater4 ti 9 B Storey 

3 00622 FOUR FROM HOME (16) JJOlfci 5 71 5 ARoch* 

4 OOF42 CHEFOFIOtQRASSAN(2Q)SKettte^5 CCA Johnson 

5 84664 njBISlAW (7) Mu K Late 5 O 0. MtaSUmbf?) 

6 -P4483 MEAOOWLECK(7) WVIurgS HO £teyfor<5) 

-6dadnd- 

tfraiunmgfr ifel frurtgndopitaghKfe«ttar9tf 70b MmdtwtacfcStt 
BETTING: 64 four Ron Hons, SO imp hi Tfw Dart, 1H M Ran, 
92 CMel 01 Khgnaaan, 19-1 MMm 26-1 Maadowlack 


I c TARN CRAG STANDARD OPEN NH 

FLAT (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m If 

1 1- LUNAR DANKR (T79) PDstanS fl n A P McCoy 

2 4 CVONOGERpajOamSafirSVA A Dobbin 

8 KMGHTSBHDGELAD Mss VWfcmsS 11 4-.R Johnson 

4 2-4 L/nLEDUKE(lS)MsS&aiunB57l4JlrllBraAiina(7) 

5 - 0- MUrOOT (183) F lA/Bgh 5 ft 4 C UcConaack ff) 

6 ' inKBAiRIEJM^fcaon5114 LWya 

7 - THEMOORIiltrrpiansen 4 FDb* 

8 0 JUST JAKE (15) J M Jeftracn 4 n 3 £C*lsgtan<3) 

» S3- TDTSi POLE ptB) Ms M 4 7) 3 P Ntaa 

-9ited*red- 

BETT1HG: S-1 Tototo Tote, 7-2 Lcn«r Omcsc, 9-2 The Uooi. 5-1 KMsbte 
bridga tad, frl UBs Dote, 1(M CBton Tiger; Ifr Mttwno, 18-1 Aol 
Jala, 29-1 MM-Dol 


HYPERION 

2-10 Northern Fleet 2.40 Herbert Lodge 3.15 
FlveteighBiakte350 Dashing Dottar 4^5 Scot- 
tish Bambi 4.55 Gatflax 


lOiCl WASTLE RACING WINE CUJB H*CAP 
^• iD { CHASE (CLASS C) £6^00 added 3m 

1 0531-4 8AWWD0BI(ra) (PI NGweta sea rUMWlyn 

2 rn-314 RVaBGHBUL0Sp7)(D)M»LFta^1)1M1ATlKH«a 

3 U5D36- 14MS GLBWER pQ3) M Hamnxrid 8 D 3 Attagom 

-Sdackraif- 

BErreiG:5-4 n »» tol ghBufcto. 166 BwrtDtoU, 11-4 t%ns&a«tT 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good in places). 

• ftght-tiand, towel courea ftin-ii 200yds. 

• CauravisatiwicaonorAi and A604 i-kjntinpdon slaUun (sar- 
\rice from London, King's Cross) trv ADMBSION: Members EC. 
'bnereaBs EB. Course adonra GA CAH PARK: ftBa 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K BMIcy 22-6* (344%> D Nlrflotoon 
9-39 fZSVM. O Hubbard 9-53 (17%) J Janttte 9-G7 (71*). 

•LEADING JOCKEYS: PHIdaT7-aBp93%).NWIBainaon 14-00 

(2X3%i R Dwwoody M-78 (779%). D BriOgwXBt T1-3 

• FAVOURITES: 20CM58 (43.7%). 

BUNKERED FEW TRIE: Nona 


THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS 
|2.10 1 ASSOCIATION NOVICE HURDLE 

(CLASS E) £2,925 added 2m 4f 11 0yds 


l o CA | CHAMPAGNE OEVAUXHCAP HURDLE 
P.DU (CLASS Cl E4JB50 added 2m 110yds 

1 STWMAWErp6^(CE)NTtte«712Dja'SJb t «P)B 

2 6100- OftSMNGDQllARpi4)(P)CM«n6DDJiD0nMOCIy 

3 QS3S- CANCANOWat(22^(D) JPBsra7tJ0 TKat 

4 smF4 lREUCW(U9(D)Ua*y5B0 BDuntomg) 

5 VP2B4 ANDGllANHYBl(t3)(C0) GHatmuBIIQ 

8 34X02 WAIIDH4pl)(CC3iKM»gai7*0 ASSBAU 

-Bdactono- 

tMnvnwe&e TOSt Cub terroicspvM^nacCaoCan CfarihOst tab He 
Uon tot Bb. RfK »SSv teWfaSS 130 

BETTING: 7-4 DaaMagDolaA 62 Oar MmVM, 7-2 Can CaiCtatto. 9-1 
bio lion, io-i Ntoafta, 12-1 Antiguan Hyw 


1 *421 NORTHBTNFISrp® (CD) MreAR9lttt^^~-^j 

4 ^OTOtAUiN ^ p5qU JB*WS 7 g gJ< W Btatn ? n 

If 08602- DONT TSX TOM (2Cf7) H 7BE.. - -> 

5 »F4- JUSrRACE(g4^MKSaNwfc6^?- -^faFgg 

7 OP- ROYAL WST (183) Mre JP &nanS C 

8 2341/ SimKMO r n f J 

9 3- TUCa«RST0WieKnW0S|H^5OBJ0«^ 

TD T08TS SURPflISE F Jxicxn* VTi -ItoNtonl 

n 631- Q«S7AOUAY(2D9)J MArcST)7 £ °* T * n 

-11 ttadarad- 

SSaLW-l Dotrt TNI TbBL 33-1 Hatrt Hu«pl«* ,iwrt SwiHta 


npoe] NORMANS CHA1S HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) Efi^OO added 2m 110yds 

1 PQ1-1 SCOTTISH BAIH (71) CT PR V*tt»rS 'ED JOsboma 

2 23221 N0UG?fr(^{CO)A7(fTal»T?a LHwty 

3 5PP322 WITOTOS«p i)WOP (todadBSi.OrPftldted 

HEnWGr S6SeoH»BaB«, 1M No i^bt, 9-1 WW» to Stf 


.nnirc of EDINBURGH AWARDS 

2.40 SOTCE CHiiE (CUSS D) «,950 

added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 23WP BOSTON MAN 

i "£3Sr : ;“S 

7 60642 WWGBIAHjUSAJ^MHtoW 651010 


fcl INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m 110yds 

1- QATRAX (196J (0) N AvtexvOskias 5 H Tf Al KMgtay (7) 

314- BE5EEBtiCMME(2BQGHtebHtlS11 8 REHaa(7) 

BARTON BLACK (NZ) S Sodtew 5 1> 4 SWyme 

5 BJGS0UM0(281)*fcsVW5fanw5fI4 JlWfanaw 

DB>KH&TOtGMcCourt81l4_ DForttp) 

KUO'S RIGHT J Spacing S H « jJBririgaaar 

MSSB> CALL Mtaytors 6114 A Harare 

6 M1STCRC«PSfn7) JKngfin * J-Ptebw(7) 

2D- NOflMAMA (KZ) (174) btosS&NaxN5 H4J.Aspal(3) 
Pi- TAKE MY SOE (187) MJ Robots 5 114 — MAPtosanU 

ALBERT WOODS 40 3 TJwfc* 

BARTON C Broods 4 03 GBUea(7) 

0 CAPWJN SAM (21) f Jodexti 4 H 3 MrNKaK 

30- nNBeC(FR)p23)APJcnM4Ti3 SMcNaS 

MOON 7IGST S Mng 4 n 3 RftuM 

0 RACE LANE (21) Ms E Hath 8 MG -DGrtaglMr 


17 T11W1W GJdrecn Houston S 013 AThondon 

« 90 AfiC71CARAIR(nl)ICtt»P»4t)e PMDrtsW 

-IBdadand- 

KTTWttlMGteta. Vi MmwICMLI 1-2 Balsu.7-1 Hawn, HBaiMa 
Broteto, 10-7 Bgaoemi, Baioa BtocK »-i T»a My Sfcto. Mbas 


Ascot — 3J3S 


THE fNinFPENDENT 

Win a luxurious weekend break for 2 



Copthome Horris has teamed 
op with The Independent to 
offer one lucky couple a spedaJ 
weekend away - two ni^ia at a 
Coptborne Hotel of your 
choice (there are currently 12 
fo the UK to choose from)- 
Tou vria say in the luxurious 
comfort of a Connoisseur 
roonv and enjoy full English 
bnakbst, a ccmplimemary meal 
far two (IndtKfiqg a bottle of 
;wfnej plus a free boede o* 
dwrtpye to cefebrate- 

AS Cdpthorne Holds are of 
fair star standard, each widi its 
okioindMduai chann and highly 
regarded for quality and 
comfort 



92 W W 61 

6T M M 61 

772 92 1148 61 

61 n-a 6i ni 

M M 7-7 M 


■ 

CCJPTHtWNE 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, and lea* your 

question. 

HoteJ. are there |n the UK 

^0930 563 585 

Si •%£££ 

Superswr 
0645 « 


E - £L-*i 

NuBimTn— IB 61 61 - SI 21 

gg> N-1 161 jB -gl 

1 Y» -61 261 frl SI 

IWW.IM -B-1 R-1 261 -1*1 

H—tofty 761 261 TM _2M. 
Bd>*9 A»»l*oikpta3 J, 2 X 

C-Oat H-Vttn?« 1-laWeiT -1* 


RACING RESULTS 


c * ort - Mr w*ny*> ,7 ° aa * f ' fn 

iiPinr-i iri - — — 


EXETER 

250:1. KABJCLBGH BOY (T OCarm) 
64 CMor BatWtf 
brtwabto9i4i«.AZ9(P.5otf.““- 
£220 CF: E«CQ Cff-’ 

^^Sl^LWIBARDIC (C 
focawww*o33-i:aAnt^»™- 
fflreZO-l 6m. VkB (J DU 
Ttea- Elat ?1S1 £330 £>■ SOT ‘-y. 

^*^0; i. MundLABaagff 

1*9) »4J«W. 2. BcirdOT Smprtsea^L 

IQppanMr 7-2 6 n»-Hl : SSE 
SBafc dm l a a«=r:^ W3I- 


— oSSArffiur , ’* wU, " , S 5 


The heariag examined the 
running of Kvrikpoint at Catt- 
erick on 20 September. They 
found the jockey had made in- 
sufficient effon and ibis was 
due lo the trainer’s instructions. 

Stack's suspension runs 


from 14-22 October, while 
Kwikpoint will not be able to 
run until 1 1 November. 

# Fifty firefighters yesterday 
put out a fire at Luca Cumaoi's 
Newmarket stable. There were 
no injuries. 


ASCOT 

236c TUSSLE is reponed lo have 
done a smart piece of work on the 
watered gallop on Racecourse Side 
ai Newmarket recently and, being 
by Sake, should be able to cope with 
these easy ground conditions. Late 
Night Out. by Lahib. is bred to be 
a sharper sort than Wistoa C&eese, 
half-brother lo a Jvrncb stayer, 
and Russian Delight. 


HYP E RION’S 
TV TIPS 


ASCOT 


2.00 Civil Liberty 
2.30 TUssle 
3.05 PRIENA (nap) 
3.40 Tightrope (nb) 


HYPERION 

4.15 Stories To Hall 
4.45 MatUmeo 
5-20 City Hall 


GOING: Son. 

STALLS: Straight - stands side: round course - inside. 

DflAW ADVANTAGE: Low In straight on soft ground 

• RUit-hand cam with nstrg ljiM IHsh. 

• Course is near juiction of A329 ard A330. Access Iran M3 (June 3) and M4 (Jra 
6) HeScoptef-tondng tacSty si come (Haathrorr fjrnj. Ruffway statian (serves from Lon- 

i dm tottorioo) avoirs coma AIMSSiON: CWs CT2. Taltereafe a S4v« Rrg £S. CAH 
PANIC Free 

• LEADING 1RAIKERS.-J Dunlop 2B- Bfl (I7SK). J Gotdcn 20- 133 («). KCpcB W7 
(BS%1 P cote «-1« fc7%L M Stouta *-172 (103%). R Hannon «-2« (83V 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: L Dettori 41 -2S2 ttt, 3%). T Guinn 8M12 (0.7%), 4 Rted 2S-2S0 
(Tt2%), M KBs T7-157 (n 8%). B Hifc 15-133 pt9%L J Weterer Tl-OT fK29%J 

• FAVOURITES: 141-478 (2a 5%> 

BLMKBSD FRSTTaK Priam (waored) PCS). Moontatwh fteored) p4<AThon*y Park 
IS20) 


\nnn] BOLLINGER CHAMPAGNE MEN AMATEUR FINAL ffCAP 
(CLASS E) £6,000 added 1 m 41 Penalty Value £4^19 

, 1 -oon WWTECHAftL (USA) (13) (CD) (The Queen) Ltad Hithgtfcn 9 12 D Jlr ABMJogT 

2 29001 Xll«(USA)(B)(Oirtoc)iMrPfUnson(LQ*iiBnrana(5«) Ib-CRaowoB 

13 38OT10 BASASQ. p3) (Ifl (Ftotens Hautoje S Odd Storage P Bans 7 11 6 JA A Earn (4) 12 

4 000512 CMLUffiRTY (7) (8F) (todco/R) Q Ls*»h4 D C .Ik T McCarthy 3 

5 41614 K0RA1D0NA(49)(D) (BenaRlKBey)GBtMig4 1)8 MrLJMfartM 

6 00*230 roua»(e}(IO|UaliiWwy)SDow4n4 MrOUcPIaBlI 

7 0366- WQRU) EXPRESS (1329) (The D^tBcRtonmhp)BRIAran 7 S2JtoKGsHi 9 

8 0600- GRANBY BBX (344) P)(H A WatWJP Hayward 6 9 1) MrVLutenkAfl)4 

g 353tH nU NMW G HCE^)(P)PQ(aWPBrt>m>totMFG(xl»y3>g-MrJGohtoatog 

6 003130 COUNTRY THATCH (IB) {1*s B Suma) CHa^ar 4 97 Mr J Creator (<) 5 

fl KM 0 MEW IMN (B) (0) (toiKlS»«art) SGdnga697 JtoRWMtoy2 

■C 003340 OAUPW((B)ffl(tte«Baorei)Wtt*Son4«r. llrS0t««t(4JI 

-ISdodarad- 

Mnnuii wsqhcr 5Bt 7Bx rnieAandc4)H«BM:0stehinW4b 

BETnNB:7-a5W«a,4-1 Chi Utortu M ltaatoon«,6-1 MkefoK 10-1 ttonphta, *—1*, ta- 
dngNM. 19-1 FountomL Oaohy BaB. 14-1 Castor match. 19-1 Worid Express, 20-1 No* tan 
199K Wry Kiitfi 4 « tt I* C Bonnar 4-1 to* (R Hvm| ckaai (2) 6 an 
FORM GUIDE 

A wtener on tfw sort a Haydocfc to XYLEM comes here to good tanw andtnsh. 

having had oriy three races this season. tJwmoctraoenicrtwWch he won n good style 
a NewcasflB nine days ego. Chriatopher Ransom, who teamed up with the ax-yeer-dd 
on Ifw occasion, is again in tfw sadeto andLuoa CUntB* n«wr can »pptomant tfw 
gains under a 5ffi powhy: WhBachapol B®s the cposid and also the course, winning 
| three times ow ttw Trip here. Hahaaflrwhed inptecod at Haydock and at th« track 
ssice his Newhury vitawy in May but can bo to at tfw IWah. Civil Liberty vaxn at Not- 
I tingfwn last month and wort isidar lass than b length to ftondom Ktodnaaa at Lingflald 
a weak ago but he has ye* to show he handles the mud Sol a ct lon: XYLBI 


lA oril TRIPLEPRINT MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) IDRrol 
^■ Ju l g10.000 added 2YD6fPenattvVhlue £6.775 L po r .J 

1 COtBAGEOtB(HBHPtofthdSatw^PQ*go Tfttotol 

2 LATE ICSfT OUT (JMGarfaff^W Jaws 90 JftMdS 

3 TUSSLE (T F Itanis) M Bat 9 0 MFtodon2 

4 WtSTON CHHE5E (USA) (ItoOin F Sciiy) J Gtftop S 0 T Sprat* 7 

5 UA7LAN (Tha Spah^i Ctxnecxxi) D Rjda89_ SSaotoaB 

6 MBSMOWrSPOBtFWG«aBn)RHtencn8B DmaOHMH 

7 fUS8UN0SJGHT(KBiiat1Mh|f ThorougfaretA8RHmion89 RfWam3 

-Tdadml- 

BETTMGE 13-8 Comiaoai, M ltea»B«OaLMTh«sto.134WWonChBWO, 8-1 Mtoa Uon- 
•y Sphtot 16.1 Rtmton OOgfaL 33-1 Atoytaa 

1896: Oane» »«h Otototo 3 8 9 J fM 0-1 |P OHpfte-Hywrt Om (3) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

COURAGEOUS s a Darby entry. A son erf dust Derby hero Generous, tfw coll is ha»- 
hrctfwr to ttss« iwnrwrBi indutSng good a^ar Etibaysaar\ and fstthad «iooo^w«b 
a yeaiing. Late Night Out a a son of Queen Anna States victor Lot* and Ihe first loa! 
ofamarewho«naawtnning)uvenaa Wiaton Cheese is hart-brother to a smart French 
winner In Tanrtoc the danx Happy Ga; being a granddaughter afGimcradi heroew Be 
CarafuLTUnla, a TEDQOgne i^arAig. Is by Salsa and ttwflnrt tool of a mace out at Cher- 
ry Knton winrwr Crime 01 Passion RchanJ Hamon, vrtw has aadded mow two^mu- 
ofcf wmons (fort anyons elss this season, nns tfw Mas Mbs Money Spider ia a aughtw 
: ot usofd sprinter BtHtobtest. SetecOon: COURAGEOUS 


KeT BONUSPRINT OCTOBER STAKES (Listed) Ip pool 

■ w l (CLASS A) £25,000 added 1m (round) £17,161 l oow l 

1 264Q0 BLESSB>SP99Tf48)(C19ISrWien)S!utMcn9CBhl489 SS«dw4JW 

2 33100 APACHE STAft (2D) (D) (A E Opperttoma) G Wragg 2 8 MHfc7V103 

3 MOB aAKLAURA(13)(AJ Morton) H Moran 3 B8 TSfnhelQ 91 

4 <32002 DANCING DROP £7} (IfcfwnfidStoaQRHgnnQnSflS Oooe DUMB 8 JO? 

5 B RAMEm(3S)(BH Vote) Cattsn 386 L Dettori 6 SI 

6 921 fOYB8YiW(13S)P(pndayFeriiStu9JFtaishBie388 TOte*2 75 

7 5S04 JAfW(41)(HwrhnAIA«fS«T3BHrtuy38fl BWSUfffi 

B 2C1 UAfSIAYA (19) (HHA^Kha^ LCurBrt 38B KDMtoy5 » 

B 1 NORTTSWBLESSWG(T7) W(Tf»fwef« AposaasjPHsrrb 388— J RbM 1 SB 

C 14 MUSADE(USA)(Z3){K«**Jb}H C ad3 as K Marts SO 

, 11 220042 PHBtA(t3)|CusiaAfrica)Olfldflr3a8 JtCochreaaBV 81 

-Itdsctarad- 

BEnwttMOtodag Prop. S-1 ftota ato.IM.hfli.frlAptebe Star, Harihya.8HtaftewBlM»- 
tag, PrieavWFteneBi, 16-1 BtoamSpWL Dan»t*ua. 2S-1 HeeradyRay 
, 199& F*4Jy 3 B H LDettan8i (Saeed ixn Siroor) efrsen 0 2 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

PALISADE, who beat abort-head Queen Ebabetfi l States ruvwr-Mo nwwcca Sharp 
. aSonglh and a quarter in a23-n4irw maidfln al Newmaricnt (7f) test Ncwamber on far 
em^e st«t at t»a W83 rachB tor the first time since when a three^en^li thW (of sb) to 
March Star ewar an hadequate Etx ftotongs at Ytomouth tfitos mefes aga The dugb- 
tar of Gone Vttest wi be mom at home «w ttts ijM a* befhs a deughter of Cha^fte 
Oate wtoner Pegium. and, prtMdad ohe handtas the tasting grewid, Henry Cecfe «y 
can ahowlhB way hems hare. ApachaSTw won wwicut jn the g round last aeason and 
yte^i)fff«ffyBi(MiriK^tWgataiorioug&iodwoQdarriBunfBliauiliefotgathrtK>Sun 

Chariot wtaner Oil So WondsrU a Sandow at the and ol August when Jam was half 
a length behind In fourth and Dandng Drop ninth otK Dancing Dicp saved twice last 
Bim, at Wndsor and Safebuy both on *aa ground, but ft was softieh when she ran the 
tfdy Law C u ireite si on to a tength at Goodwood tea anw and. witfi Apache Star finish- 
ing rrJySih of 20 to Pitnca 01 OenWal Newbury on hfiMatast start, fflehard HanrronS 
dare can nw prave tha put at tho trio vrtio contested tfw Serdown me. Martaya 
ovenam a ripped saddle » score at fflpon fraadM) h and she piried too ted 
wren marte tetoandbeMl^ ortyorw han» Wind Apache Star at Gocdnood. Luca 
CUiwift % want cn » ito M Haydock pm 2f «0yt^ anA «fita todayb tr^i Is on 
shat side, aha should not be faraway. SMeeBon: fwjSaDE 


m. TbittEaio: dot etsc dr cue csf.- 
Cnffl. 

3l 50*. 1. HE KNOWS THE RULES (B 
Ptawel) S-fi tav) 2. Kandaon fl-4; 3. Nor- 
damk 7-4.7 ran. 4, n (R Hudctoc Brtdportl 
TfPK E2». Elfla E2J» OF: EUQ CSF; 
rasa 

Uft 1. BARGIN BOT (C Maude) 85-1; 
2. hsflw TbBB* OTfer. X For Jutfn 
S-1 8 ran. 2*A, a (P RStchens. Tidawth. 
HampBf*®) ThW £3830: B»«l etfi OF: 
£21fltt CSF: £4587. 

450: 1- DELOS (Derek Byme) 94; 2. 
Wbedatock Warutorer S-i ; a Staer PoW 
5-6 te. 4 ran. a a 0** Marita Jone& Lam- 


bount TMto £a»0F: £»» CSF: Etta «t 
Fencers Ouest 

Ptaccpot Eiossa Quadpot errn 
Place E £594, Place 8: £571 


LUDLOW 

2.1ft 1. «SS ONOffi «A P McCoy) 4-n 
tor, a MWy C« frl : 3. Steror Sacrrtl4-1 

s ran. rh, itlHPpft NfcBnBtoni 1 fcto 


2.40: 1. SAXON IEAD P Omukx *ty) 
13-8 far, 2. WTxoa Wonder &-1 : 3. Have A 
Brandy 6-2 6 ran. 4 *£.»?»?***' 
haaftTWe: £230; EOT. C230 DF: CtlBa 
CSF: MOT 


the greatest believers in coin- 
cidence wfli struggle to deduce 
that the incidents are uncon- 
nected, however. 

Certainly the two cases are 
linked by brtting patterns. Zn 
lively Knight’s case. Cruise 
Control was backed from 12-1 
to 6-1, though ironically he 
was not the outsider to benefit 
from the favourite's strange 
effon. Avanti Express weak- 
ened badly in the market, and 
was eventually overtaken in 
the betting by Give And Thke, 
who was the subject of some 
thick bets before succeeding. 
Avanti Express was struggling 
from some way out and was 
eventually pulled up with three 
100-1 shots in front of him. 

Jamie Osborne, who rode 
Avanti Express, said yesterday: 
“He was lifeless after a couple 
of furlongs and walking around 
ai the start he was lifeless.” 

The Jockey Club confirmed 
yesterday that both horses test- 


ed positive for drugs, but after 
that there was little further 
confirmation or infonnation 
on any level. “We can confirm 
that a security department in- 
vestigation is under way and 
they have been investigating 
since the horses tested positive, 
between two weeks and a 
month after the raceT David 
Pipe, a spokesman, said. “Bin 
the name of the drag used will 
not be released until after the 
investigation is completed and 

I can’t confirm ihe two cases are 
linked." 

It seems, however, that they 
must be and it could be the in- 
cidents are also knotted to 
Britain’s last great doping cas- 
es of 1990- Bravefoot and Nor- 
wich were both beaten at 
Doncaster’s St Leger meeting 
and Flying Diva at Yarmouth 
the following week, all three the 
victims of the sedative Acetyl- 
promazine. The perpetrators 
are still at large. 


Goss expects 
rough ride in 
Bay of Biscay 


3-05: PRIENA wbo ran just about 
her best race of the season when 
runner-up to Kenmist over the 
straight mOe ben: last time, can go 


one better. She showed she can han- 
dle soft when second in the Lupc 
Stakes at Goodwood in the spring. 
Blessed Spirit, a course -and-dis- 
lance winner cm easy ground, could 
be a threat but ran poorly in France 
last time, while Apache Star holds 
Jafii and Daodng Drop on Sandown 
form behind the smart One So 
Wonderful. The unbeaten Northern 
Blessing has plenty of potential. 


XUe TIGHTROPE, from a stable 
m Dying form, can overcome a 51b 
penalty for a very comfortable four- 
length success at Leicester on Sun- 
day. He is proven on this ground and 
has what should be a favourable 
draw against the stands rail. Siffii- 
larlywefl berthed is Demolition Jo. 
wbo has also been running weD in 
com p etitive nurseries and is another 
that wfl] like this ground. 


T 7 CI SCaTTtSHEQUTTABLE/JOCKEVSASSOClAnON IddAo) 
w t NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS C)£12JX)0 added L P _ J 

ZYOTf Penalty Value £8£49 

OB AOMRE(29t9iBGBrKafew«)MasGwfaiewyS7 RfftonrfifipS 7B 

23160 MOOWTABEH (19) (Hsmdan AI Vaktaxn) P Yfatoyn92 DHotalMV 95 

ft SMART SQUALL (USA) (29) (D)(GeagBUtenj)liKJtiflfiigdcnB1 J Raid 2 32 

30 1 0«XANMBSB£(79(B^(Kte8Ah^egf4JDtftop9l RHbIS 80 

2C65B TAKE A TURN (21) (D) (Sheet & (kt CameriDre) UCtmunB 12 — JRjrtuneSV BO 

321 SCSir OF SUCCESS p3)(D)(SaO«l&isi)M S»® K0utay12V « 

603 CHB=CASHGie9MSiiBlcaiSFrtSGBMdng89 SDiomlO 82 


. 2 XK DEMOLITION JO (IT) (D) (ikfti A04 P&onsBS JFEqbiAV 97 

9 020B TITAN (18) (D) (J&SKsfy) Sftw89 KMfonB 93 

O 64804 COOL SECRET (1«) [GtonaDartey Partnw^to) A VLteoland B9 TlitoosS 89 

11 0535 P(W ON RBJ (USA) (46) (tery >*38) P Ccte B 7 .T Oaten a 88 

C 00442! T1GHT7lOPEC){WE8Ul}»MRacatr87(5a4 SSmUaniW 

6 230430 WHOKOSE(7)(AtHohFtaei4BNfaehan8B UTWott 15 B 1« 

14 02306 BALACLAVA (16) (Lcrf Hapekxr) E Orlop B 4 .G (tartar 11 98 

6 ON588 WA7ERFORCEOT)®TAtBtam^GasUng8? — NVtotoy7 97 

* 425634 SIGNATORY pi) (The yMnorg-fe on^RH arncriBl J0utao6l06 

BETTMft MTlgftoOfte 5-1 Scarf DfBjrtW 7-1 Snort Squall, 8-1 Sfeoftto* 1M Batoctov^ 
CIM Carftec tedtaB Iiisa8^ 12-1 DamtoOoa Jo. Uteo. 14-1 Maortatob. P^f On Rad. Taka A 
ft m. 16-1 Arfrfra, Wtesr Fraca, 20-1 often 
1996: tael TJ» Utor 9 2 P« Ecktey tt-1 (B Htenon) ctawi (q B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

StanaBonr murf go on the ahortbt Hoowrer. TIGHTROPE, who has Bib bam ot ihe draw 
rt Btel 1X10 rate wtio firtehaC Bltta more than a length in front rf Sgratory when they 
wore second and taiaih to Bahamian Melody at Lingfirfd test month, can cuntam the 
kvm aWwugh 6D worse ott T^tHrope got ett the marie to no uncertain lashten when 
snnnjng home by tour lengths at Leicester tost Sunday: and being by A&ao, sftnBd arf 
on the poml Scam Ot guccaat has rnproved a place with each of her three starts, 
strteng from at Bewertay (msidsn) and she wS progress ftrlhst She is out of a mare 
closety rrfrfed to ^95 Derby: King George and Are hare Lanont an a. Another Bcety to 
get batter Mi b Smart ScpaA. who was racing for onfy the secant tana whan going in 
at Chepsow kXM weeks ago. Sha can coftoroapericrhy over tfarJ-pJaced CWrf Cashfar , 
who was beaten two and a haH lengths and is only 6b better in. Not many w«i a the 
track attar being beaten at Hantton the tone before but Demolition Job, body dtean 

when eeoorid to JBcrnrat the ScotlWi Jtacli. Maying on strengly raw si*, w* appreri- 
tee the return to iNs sewea Moontabah. suocMsfiA M Fofcestone and Yarmouth and 
not (Ssoocfred when fifth brftovl Bay Prince at \brtc (Listed), to fried ii a wiser after fte- 
ishtog wbI beaten behnd Simreyor at Kmptoa Satactloo: TIGHTROPE 


\m-m cl UTTLETON STUD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10,000 added 
im 4f Penalty Value £ 7,490 

1 63220 TAUNT(t2)(I9(ladfbrfnBiai)DMDriey390. —****»! 

2 63231 OOOBLEALtfiGaJ(USA)p9)(»*sNJf*ggra|MJ3hnston3S8 JKhOterlt 

3 tJOCB M*rnMEO(K8(q(Mr8UatoaKectf»)AJanre497 CLmAm&5 

4 0601 VHIfiSAN (81) (0) (BF) (Ifc PWHarrts} P HartB4B7 KF^onB 

5 500B3 WIOTim(^(D)fftospta*reftiteoltol^CU?)W»*r597 JRaM2 

6 34406 LflNBy HEART P®(C JH8r(W)OBa«rtl392 — — 2^” l 

7 3331-3 ROTALDNSOK)N(0)Ca)(ftdradGfBBi(Fheftrtn|f$)MRpe492~JCOMliy7 

8 05G00 »»AGICCOIO«A7KW(a«WI»»sBJQihtiBClffey49() 

9 20525 P1S«SlQa4ER«10H(B^(»*6WA0rari)DArtxfl»tcl4B12 DHoS»d4 

D 301 BBLCANTQtt5)(SheMilAhannied)3dQStan38fi LD*Hort12 

71 tMOO Ta3B)UttP8t3iB)(BSoto»W)»«IAasJ»ArnYto«8SDoe48ll 

B 06000 HAPfT GOU1QW CC) (Whtcr*»lteirr RKin® RC7SA**n3 BB SfttomB 

B 258444 MAKTLES PBtNCC P<) (Darid Barterl G L fltea 387 PWi Eddery 9 

BETTING: 4-1 Bel Canta. 5-1 MatBawo, 6-1 Ttonri. 7-1 WM Hfc. 8-1 Vlrtdtan. 9-1 M^ c OaitoL 
rutoon, TO-i PrantorGwwrrffoR, Royal Otewton, tM OoubteAMMrf.»torfto«Prt«* 14-1 Ha»v 
py Go UU^TlBwr taka, 16-1 umy Heart 
19BK Stadow Leader 5 9 0 A tidies B-i p Bgwto^drerfi (2) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The step up In trip W be a help to BB-CAWTO. who carne t ram a long way back when 
getting ott the warfcat Goodwood {tn2frnatoen) on o niy Ms tt wd swr t two w aa te ag o 

anodoa«rtappearh a >ahlyirBa»dto»ftetk«hBnacap.Bekigby^derbVfthhBfihwAd 

handte the soft Hatdmeo could pose a throat hawg bewi Inched m .byffM 

per at Mewmartot ten days ago Ha races <rft the same ratals tody »«ld^)«n« 

wal to be pte*pH in both outhgs since her Leicester success in .My and handa scutn 

the grouxl as does Varidton. whft with ftoreri Rafcntorttodtaweto^mB*™^ 
hancMig f» needa DouWe Aflegad trotted ito « « Hawiton raatoOTonmesdtbutlto 

enough weight on his handcap debut Srfactton. bq-Caniu 


fe an WYNDHAM HANDICAP (CLASS C) £13,000 added 
1 2m 45vds Penalty Value £9^41 

1 -sen JASBUHfittA)(T3)ft30)O*ldil*hBninBi0JGwlgi49t>— ~ 

2 0000(0 sroBYUNEnaaartheawvUePainsre^PAriwfcrteaa— RFft eoaia B 

3 moo HALHOOW«Wa9)ffYfbftri9r^fRAJBW4B5_. 

4 485506 SEAWTOR fl3) (P) 9 DtoWAbrf) J UW*5 ?1 | 

5 2&*40 TH0RNBYW1*(13) (AgteDy tg^Sk4 i7^,T5 T Ti^Sh 1 ! 

6 64014 BOUJ KSTB? C2Z CBR (R 8 Bars U8B Bbtatolh 1 BBOrg 4 B tl J* reB 3 ( 

7 068400 BOTALSgATOH (35) (Awryrfg CartrfslM) l fa_N CM &*) 8 8 9. 

.8 00623 aALAPM0(133[O<^P2r1r«^U!l)^J«»W 489 ' r^JfSS 

9 -02231 CfTY HALL (11) fl-3dVW«ris6Kk)M State 389 pBJ) -TOtolZY 

t) 2640) AKAOT|«^(P)|JHHmdBr»r)JLHarris4a4 Rttoton^l 

m 10 ■ 

BErma »4 Jean, 74 Oh Kafi, 5-1 Sa Hoor, W 7-1 Bold Balto Thcretoy Hei, 

1W Areare. 12-1 w Hoo ftreen. 18-1 Stoty line, 2D-1 Hoyd SeMon 
189R Ftadw*396MJ KtasneM lJ Dutop) drawn & * ran 

F ORNSUK a . 

Uaaatv h» made oeat strtdas to land tw laet two races, rf Bath and cwr ceiro and 

t » B r«ettow M teS^teh»JS«Vl^ 

here), Story Line and Gataptno ui sbrth, raifft wnth wtd * * Hmw, Ifo >** > 

coneesion to CTTY HAU reprove beyond hm City *« « ™ 1 

and made al owr two it** and a furtong at 68th. H was good to firm at toflt VBWB WO 

fie has yet to encounter soft going but prtwMed he copw i« m < me Qm b w 
can Mow ip dwptobatomaad 8b BoM Bustar hart Jaaaur more than far lengths 
htofflhatmaftoBinAuftt and a 7to belter cWhut John L Ooadwft wiBr has done 

wd enough shce to aungeat he can urn thst form amuid Bold a^r Wowed «toi a 

weB to toe rml but tott as good s he used to be. Aready wrt in MSandami n l«y 
end MNewmarttot last time but prefera a last suriart. Safecooft: CfTY HALL. 


3,10: 1. GYSART (A P McCoy) it- V tar, 
2. Mama 0* Oi* Pathw 6-8: 3.^ Ttftty B«- 
tow 18.1 S ran. 1'A.K (MP^iftWfcfcgtonJ. 
fttto E340: E13Q EOT DF: CSF; 

EOT 

34ft 1.DAUPHVI BLEU (VtaV Roberts) 
4-1; 2. Edward Seymour 7-Z 3. iGHtag 
Tbne 9-2. 7 ran. 2-1 tsv Big PaL &L 3'h. (J 
M Bradley: Chepstow). IMk EBSO; £240. 
£240. OF: £& 8a CSF: ElSAft 

*7fc 1. COMUANCHE CRfflt |A P Mc- 
Coy) 24 tor. 2. Golden Dram 7-1 only two 
frished 3 ran. i , (M Pipe, WeBngtan}. Ibta: 
ei2tt DF: E200. CSF: £201 GowGFStaA 


The insatiable appetite of the 
French for racing across the At- 
lantic, preferably alone or 
sbortbanded. is given an end- 
of-season coffee flavour when 
ihe Jacques \feibre double- 
handed race starts tomorrow 
from Le Harve. 

It will take a record 20 boats 
- 10 multibulls and 10 mono- 
hulls -20 days to complete the 
third biennial race which 
echoes the 4,500-inile dash 
from France to Colombia his- 
torically undertaken by cargo 
ships lo bring back the new sea- 
son's coffee beans. 

British interest lies in the 
combination of the 35-year-old 
Pete Goss and Raphael DineV- 
IL the 29-year-old Frenchman 
he heroically rescued from his 
upturned yacht during the 
Vendee Globe race. 

Goss is again optimistic that 
he can, with his 50-footer 
BMW Performance, attack the 
bigger and theoretically always 
faster 60ft yachts, who will be 
his main opposition. The only 
other 50-footer in the race is en- 
tered by another Englishman, 
Niah V aughan, with crew Amet 
Taylor. 

The forecast is for heavy 
weather crossing the Bay of Bis- 
cay, something which Goss says 
his boat may relish rather more 
than himself. “I fee! good. I fed 
fit I just want to get stuck in but 
Fm sure 111 be seasick for the 
first 24 hours if there’s some 
wind around,” he said. “1 usu- 
ally am.” 

One of Goss’ main adver- 
saries will be Eric Tabariy, the 
famous Frenchman who has 
come oat of retirement at 63 to 
team up with Yves Parlier on 
the radical Aquitaine Innova- 
tions. 


WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(first tog. 7,350 ndao, So u t ham pton to 
Capa IbMrt Latast potato itovtaBan 
Kvoemor (no) K Frosted 2291 miles to fe- 
Eh. 2 Marti CuptUonaco) G Dalun +W 
rates betwid; 3 EF Langtepe (S we) P Ca- 
yard +2BS: « SB* Cut (tefL Smflh +144; 
5 Chess» Racng (US) M Fischer +169: 6 
Toshfca (US) C Dtckson +336:7 Amencak 
CTtalenge (US) R Reid +371; 8 Swedish 
Match (Swe) G Krantz +406; 9 EF Educa- 
bon (Swe) C Goitto +5BQ; 10 Brunei Strar- 
gy (Netfi) H Bouschonv +595 


- Stuart Alexander 


nrTcl RACING CHANNEL STAKES (CLASS C) £7,500 added | 
1m (straight) Penalty V&iue £4,635 

1 1 GHALB pt) (D) (HaradaiAlifeicBunJ WRHeni390 RMte« 

2 M CHAWO (2ffi)Jffck\flney) JDU7B12 S Sandora 1 

3 43604 «WU.PHftDSOPHBI(1^GI)(ANIMB0Jt»5B« UHB»a 

4 a«S BBEI*4»«nE«W^»lteltoiteftg»*9Brag4Rffc«rehato4BB-Tttoh83 

5 22- STOME5T01ELL|l£A)|429(Bf)|ftrfBainOakHckfrgs)HCec83Bfi.KMon5 

_ ^ dBctwd ■ 

SETTMft t»6 Gtete, M UMAMknte. 745tortn ft ML 11-2 Hoyrt Ptatesopheci 3M CteHIb 
1966: Pm* Babar 5 8 9 R Mien ffl 3-1 (J Bate) torn (1$ « ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Wset- A-WinuM Is the p«L' or form, fiavteg run Wtoar Romanes to half a tength ai the j 
aott at^ VbrK (Listad) last month but toe ted remains he has finished unptatod fi tx*h at- 
tempts once and to without a wta ainca Ns )uwtrte days In toBS Praterence is tor GHAL- 
IB. who tooted a decent ptospoct whan an tapressh® wtanar trio Nawbwy makteo on 
soft grorful last month on hb ahs^a start so ter and must progress tor toe exparianco 
Stories Tb ftO was rumer-ip to both starts last term - baann half a length by Laoy 

a Rodcar and two langih3 by Further Outtoook a BBoratey whore the thad WS 
agW lengths adrifLOesj^ the 1*<north absence, he stoaty to strp fit enough both • 
remains to be seen It ha wN act on tfw soft Setoetion: GHALIB 


Herricks dies 
at age of 26 


The death al 26 of the 19% 
Olympic silver medallist. John 
Merricks, in a car crash in Italy 
on Wednesday, snuffed out one 
of the brightest prospects for 
British sailing and broke up a for- 
midable partnership with Ian 
Walker. 

The pair were leading the 
Melges 24 European Champi- 
onslqps al Punta Ala, and the ac- 
cident occurred when Merricks, 
Walker and crew, along with a 
second team sponsored by Gleo- 
fiddich, were travelling to a din- 
ner in a 12-seater Land Rover. 

Italian police are investigat- 
ing what caused the loss of con- 
trol, leading to the vehicle 
overturning. The 26-year old 
Merricks, from Scraptoft, 
Leicester, wbo lived ia^ TltchSeld, 
Hampshire, is thought to have 
died instantly. 

Of the others, Sacha Nice, 
wbo also in the from seat, was 
treated for back injuries. Andy 
Yeoman is being kept in hospi- 
tal for an ear injury, while Anna 
Hewitt was discharged after be- 
ing treated for shock. 

“I don’t think I've ever met 
a nicer man in my whole life,” 
Walker said. “He had incredible 
talent There was not one ounce 
of malice in him." 

“John was one of Ihe out- 
standing sailors of his genera- 
tion," the Royal Yachting 
Association racing manager. 
Rod Carr said. “He was an in- 
stmetive saifor with an uhcaziny 
abffity to extract maximum speed 
in ail situations- The partnership 
with Ian Walker made for a 
world-beating combination." 

- Stuart Alexander 

Obituary, page 22 


440: 1- NOBLE TOM (A MaftJfe) B-H 
tat; 2. Down The Yard 4-1: 3- Daunt 2-1 


6 ran. "fa 2* p Eectos, Lamboun). Tote; 
ElflOl £130, EOT DF : E20Q CSF: £4fll KB: 
Hrtey Titata. WMh Plaint 

Plaoopot £1403. QtmtooC ewtl 
Waca ft 22S3A Am 5; WSS 
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• Yesterday’s meeting at York 
was abandoned because the 
course was waterlogged after 
heavy rain. 
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30/FOOTBALL 


England’s day of 
the ‘dirty thieves’ 


It has been 36 years 
since England’s 
footballers last beat the 
Italians on their home 
soil. Here some of the 
victors of that historic 
match recall how a 
broken nose and 
swdfegering contempt 
played into England's 
hands. 


Amid the miscellaneous ex- 
citements of a memory John- 
ny Haynes shares with nine 
other past England footballers 
is an incident that brought 
down the wrath of 90,000 Ital- 
ian supporters. 

Recalling England's 3-2 
victory at the Olympic Stadium 
in Rome on 24 May 1961 - their 
last against Che Azzurri on Ital- 
ian soil - and anticipating my 
sceptical response to the un- 
characteristic image he was 
about to put forward, Haynes 
said: “We were level 1-1 but 
right up against it early in the 
second half when 1 collided with 
their goalkeeper Buffon going 
for a through ball.'’ 

“ You went for a throu g h 
ball!" I said. 

Haynes chuckled. “Yes, 1 
went for a through bah,” he 
replied. “Anyway, Buffon had 
to go off with a broken nose and 
was replaced by a youngster 
(Giuseppe Vavassori, making 
his international debut) who 
looked very nervous. The 
crowd wouldn't accept that 
Buffon's injury was an accident 
and they really gave it to me, 
shrieking abuse and threats. 

"Mind you, losing Buffon 
didn’t seem to affect Italy’s con- 
fidence because they continued 
to give us the run-around and 
it took three marvellous saves 
by Ron Springett to keep us in 
the match.” 

In the press box, Frank 
McGhee, then of the Daily 
Mirror, couldn't take his eyes off 


the inventus inside-forward 
Omar Sivori who had turned 
out for Argentina before be- 
coming available to Italy under 
a now defunct rule of residence. 

“There was a nasty streak 
in Sivori,’' McGhee said, “but 
what a player. He could drib- 
ble, pass, shoot and had great 
imagination. That day Sivori 
was on his own, causing havoc 
all over the place." 

Sivorfs 44th-minute equal- 
iser, five minutes after the late 
Gerry Hitchens had opened the 
scoring, fired him up for a sec- 
ond-half performance that 
caused McGhee to suppose that 
England's run of six victories and 
one draw, including a 9-3 thrash- 
ing of Scotland at Wembley, 
would end In disappointment 



BY KEN JONES 


“Losing their goalkeeper 
was a big blow to Italy and 
would prove crucial, but when 
Brighenti finally broke 
Springett's resistance in the 
75th-minute I imagined Eng- 
land losing by three or four 
goals,” he added. 

Sivori, squat and swarthy, 
was everywhere, but his swag- 
gering contempt for the oppo- 
sition carried the seeds of its 
own destruction. 

England's right-back, Jim- 
my Annfield, now a technical 
consultant to the Football As- 
sociation, said: “When Sivori 
started taking the mickey instead 
of getting on with the game I be- 
gan to feel that we might still get 
something. Ron (Springett] was 
in tremendous form - one save 
from Italy’s outside right Mora 
was as good as any IVe ever seen. 


including Gordon Banks’ from 
Pele in 1970 - and whenever I 
played with Jimmy Greaves I ex- 
pected him to score.” 

Before the match, 
Greaves’ response to speculation 

over a transfer from Chelsea to 
Milan bad been divisionary. “It 
was pretty obvious that a deal 
had been struck and that Jim- 
my was trying to wriggle out of 
it,” McGhee said. “He con- 
firmed this the next day when 
England moved on for a game 
against Austria in Vienna, but 
he’d done enough in Rome to 
make Milan even more deter- 
mined to sign him.” 

Shortly after Italy went 
ahead Greaves raced back to 
help dispossess Sivori and won 
a throw-in. He took it himself, 
picked up a return pass and set 
off for goal. When two de- 
fenders closed in Greaves 
slipped the ball through to 
Hitchens, who equalised with a 
shot that passed between the 
nervous new goalkeeper’s legs 
for a 75th-minote equaliser. 

Annfield said: “T can still 
see the Italian players looking at 
each other in disbelief and I was 
then convinced that if our luck 
held we'd beat them Of course 
there was nothing like as much 
at stake as there will be when 
England play Italy in Rome on 
Saturday, but with the 1962 
World Cup finals only L2 months 
off, our manager, Walter Win- 
te [bottom, stressed how impor- 
tant it was to remain unbeaten.” 

Haynes, now living in Ed- 
inburgh, could not recall exactly 
how England’s winning goal 
came, but it was his trademark 
through ball five minutes from 
time that provided Greaves 
with a perfect opportunity. 

“A classic Greaves situa- 
tion, on his own, with no one 
in tackling distance and only a 
now-terrified goalkeeper to 
beat,” McGhee repotted. “It is 
hardly necessary to add that he 
scored. ..low and hand with a 
left-foot shot” 

The Olympic Stadium, for 



The sacking of Rome: Jimmy Greaves stuns the Azzurri by scoring England'S winner against Italy in 1961 


those madding thousands of 
Italian supporters, had become 
a place of gross injustice. 

“I didn't like the sound of 
them - somebody told me af- 
terwards that they were chant- 
ing ‘dirty thieves' - so I was 
astonished to hear the skipper 
(Haynes] suggesting that we do 
a lap of honour. Are you mad,' 
I said. ‘If we get too dose to 
this lot they won’t let us out of 
here alive.’ " 

The mood of Italy's sup- 
porters hadn’t improved by the 
time England left the stadium. 
“It was still ugly,” Haynes said. 
“They crowded around our bus 

shou ting and throwing things < 91 - 


til the police made way for us. 
We had plenty to celebrate and 
later there was quite a parly." 

Five days later England lost 
3-1 in Vienna. “We still had to 
make sure of qualifying for the 
World Cup, so I could under- 
stand Walter wanting to have a 
took at other players,” Annfield 
said, “but it might have been bet- 
ter to keep the same team. 

“The lads who came in 
[Brian Miller in midfield for 
Bobby Robson and John Angus 
in place of Mick McNeil at left 
back] did well enough, but af- 
ter the events of Rome we 
never seemed to be up for it.” 

Among the issues at stake 


that warm afternoon in Rome 
was whether Bobby Chariton 
would at last realise his poten- 
tial Unsure of how to get the 
best out an immensely gifted 
footballer, England and Man- 
chester United used him on the 
left wing, the position he filled 
in Rome and where he contin- 
ued to play until transformed by 
Alf Ramsey's idea of operating 
in close support of the strikers. 

When England won the 
World Cup five years later, 
Charlton was the only one of the 
five survivors from Rome in 
Ramsey's squad to be selected 
for the final against West Ger- 
many. Annfield, Springett and 


Ron Flowers didn’t appear at all 
and Greaves couldn’t budge ei- 
ther Geoff Hurst or Roger Hunt 
after dropping ool with an injury. 

Haynes’ international ca- 
reer ended prematurely when 
a car crash shortly after lead- 
ing England in the 1962 World 
Cup finals left him with a per- 
manently damaged knee. Made 
England’s first £100 per week 
footballer by his only profes- 
sional club, Fulham, on the re- 
moval Of the ma ximum wage in 
1961, he woo 56 caps and wide- 
spread acclaim as one of the 
game’s creative players. 

Reflecting further on the 
events of May 1961 he said. “As 


Photograph: Hufton Getty 

the link players in a sort of 
4-2-4 formation. Bob Robson 
and 1 were given a chasing. It’s 
going back a long way but I re : 
member that clearly. That arid 
the collision with Buffon, whose 
nephew plays for Parma. Arid 
Jimmy Armfield's face whea'I 
suggested the lap of honouri’V 
Haynes will watch tonmj 
row’s match on television. So wm 
McGhee whose retirement years , 
are partly taken np by reporting 
for the Observer. He has a 
thought that Englandsnpport- 
ers may think disturbing. It Is that 
in size and features Gianfranco 
Zola bears a resemblance to 
Sivori Plays a lot likehim too. 


Pride and self-image at stake for a nation of football fundamentalists 1 



Hail Cesare: Attilio Lombardo (left) and Enrico Chiesa 
look to coach Matdini’s example yesterday Photograph: AP 


In Italy, it Is less a 
national passion, more a 
second religion. Andrew 
Gumbel reports from 
Rome on why defeat 
tomorrow night would 
plunge the country Into 
a depression excessive 
even by English 
standards. 


Whose side is everybody on 
then? This is supposed to be a 
final showdown for a place in 
the World Cup, a bestial fight 
to the death between two Eu- 
ropean giants, but the Italian 
and English sides seem to be 
treating each other like broth- 
ers in arras, not mortal enemies. 
One day there is Gianluca ViaJ- 
li, not so long ago one of the 
Italian national side's leading 
lights, sitting at home in Lon- 
don and predicting that Eng- 
land will win the group and 
qualify. The next day there is 
Tbny Banks admitting he would 


find it hard not to jump for joy 
if his idol, Gianfranco Zola, 
scored against his own team. 

These may be interpreted as 
unwise or intemperate out- 
bursts, but times have unmis- 
takably changei In Rome, at 
least, as the dock ticks away to- 
wards the big game, there is an 
odd sense of familiarity about 
the visiting England team. 
Everybody knows exactly what 
they are facing. The experience 
of Zola and Co in England and, 
on the other side, Paul Gas- 
coigne's and Paul luce’s expo- 
sure to the game in Italy, have 
made this match seem more 
like a derby than a major in- 
ternational stand-off. 

The talk m the sports papers, 
in offices and buses, bars and 
restaurants, is all much the 
same. Italy may still be the 
stronger side, but they wfll face 
an England side who have ma- 
tured considerably since losing 
at Wembley in March. The 
Italians may have the support 
of their home fans in the Sta- 
dio OKmpico, but they are also 


starting out from a position of 
weakness, knowing that only an 
outright win will guarantee 
them a place in France. 

Of the players, Zola has 
been particularly incisive in his 
analyses. “The English have im- 
proved tactically," he said this 
week during a training session 
in Florence. “They've got 
sneakier. Ever since they lost 
against us they've been de- 
vouring point after point, win- 
ning everything in sight... We 
need to forget the old England 
we used to know.” Zola already 
has a good idea what awaits him 
out on the field: a ring of Eng- 
land players determined to 
stop trim getting the ball And 
his nomination for the man to 
watch out for? No hesitation 
there: Ian Wright. 

There is something about all 
this inside knowledge that 
makes Italian fans uneasy. 
There have been worries cir- 
culating all week that the chum- 
miness between the players 
will take the competitive edge 
off the Italian side. The two 


teams may treat this as a con- 
test be*ween friendly rivals, 
but for ordinary football fol- 
lowers it is something far, far 
more important. Football is 
(ike a second religion here, 
and the very idea of a World 
Cup finals without Italy is a 
thought too appalling for roost 
people to contemplate. 

Mostly this is a question of 
pride. Italy is famously at- 
tached to its sense of self-im- 
age, especially when it comes to 
the way the country is viewed 
abroad. To miss out on the 
World Cup, a bit like missing 
out on the single European cur- 
rency (the other great nation- 
al preoccupation of the 
moment), is not just a lost op- 
portunity. It is something that 
would make Italians feel as 
though they were losing an es- 
sential part of themselves. 

Football is not just some- 
thing that Italians watch. In- 
deed, they frequent their 
stadiums far less than the Eng- 
lish do theirs. Rather it is some- 
thing to follow, something to 


talk about, something about 
which everyone can feel an ex- 
pert and offer an opinion. The 
television is awash with football 
programmes - not so much the 
games themselves as endless 
talk shows in which perfor- 
mances. tactics, transfers and 
the rest are painstakingly 
analysed and argued over. The 
specialist newspapers, the 
Gazzeiia delb Sport and the 
Comers dello Sport , are by far 
the best-selling dailies in the 
country. 

Football it has been sug- 
gested, is the way ordinary Ital- 
ians identify themselves with the 
byzantine structures that gov- 
ern the country. They may be 
intimidated by politics or high 
culture, but football enables 
them to engage in the same son 
of rhetorical flourishes, opinion- 
making and convoluted con- 
spiratorial thinking that 
characterises the chattering 
classes without feeling that 
they are somehow talking out 
of turn. 

This has been especially 


true since the landmark World 
Cup victory of 1982, when fj»*r 
bail was transformed frunf 1 ^' 
largely lower-class passion tcria 
national obsession in which 
politicians, industrialists, writ- . 
ers and artists all felt obligedto 
play their part. It is impossible 
not to have an opinion on In- 
tern azionale's acquisition of" 
Ronaldo, or on Cesare Maldi- 
ni's track record as national, 
coach, just as it is impossible in- 
Britain not to have an opinion, 
on the death of Princess Diana. 

In a highly regionalised 
country in which north and 
south sometimes seem to be on. 
separate continents, football 
is one of Lhe few unifying 
tore. They are as nuts about ft 
in remote villages in Sicily asm 
the elegant business salons of 
Milan and Tbrin. That helps ex- 
plain why so much is riding bn 
Saturday night, and why the 
streets of Italy will be deserted 
on Sunday in a gesture of ra- 
tional mourning if £# azzurri, tire - 
boys in the blue strip, don’t get 
their three points. ‘ "* 


Wales look 
to youngsters 


Whies coach Bobby Gould will 
take the principality's most in- 
experienced squad for years to 
play telgjum in Brussels to- 
morrow night. 

Captain or not. much rests on 
Ryan Giggs, as Whies are with- 
out captain Gary Speed and 
Mark Hughes through suspen- 
sion, and Gould will probably 
leave Neville Southall and Dean 
Saunders on the bench to give 
youth its head. That would mean 
Whies missing players with 259 
caps between than against a Bel- 
gian side needing a win to reach 
the World Cup finals. 

It seems likely Gould will 
throw keeper Paul Jones (one 
cap), Rob Edwards (one), Rob- 
bie Savage (one), Robert Rage 
(four), Steve Jenkins (seven) and 
Ceri Hughes (seven) into the 
fray. Even the front two, Nathan 
Blake and John Hartson, with 17 
caps between them*, are hardly 
brimming over with experience. 
A crash course in international 
football is on the cards. 


Adams makes swift return at Swansea 


Micky Adams' life in the game 
took a turn for the better yes- 
terday when be was appoint- 
ed manager of Swansea City. 
He replaces Jaa Molby, who 
was sacked by the Welsh club 
on Tuesday. 

Adams has endured a 
bizarre fortnight. Last week he 
was unceremoniously dumped 
from Fulham to make way for 
the Cottagers’ new manage- 
ment team of Kevin Keegan and 
Ray Wilkins. 

The former Sheffield Unit- 
ed and Wimbledon striker Alan 
Cork will be Adams’ assistant, 

with the former Southampton 

and Reading manager Ian 
Bnmfoot as his chief scout. 

Back at Adams’ old Thame- 
side home. Wilkins was set to 
complete his first signing. Sun- 
derland’s 35-year-old mid- 
fielder, Paul Bracewell, is 
expected to cost Fulham 
£75,000 and to make his debut 
against Blackpool at Craven 
Cottage tomorrow. 

The Coventry City striker 
Dion Dublin will know by Mon- 


day whether the Football As- 
sociation will support his appeal 
against his sending-off in the 
Premiership match with Black- 
burn at Ewood Park 12 days 
ago. The FA disciplinary 
committee chairman, Geoff 
Thompson, will view video 
evidence of Dublin’s aerial 
challenge on Colin Hendry, 
which led to the red card. 

The Coventry chairman, 
Bryan Richardson, has warned 
that the colossal wages being 
paid out to players in the 
Premiership are threatening 
dubs’ futures. 

Richardson also wants the 
Sky Blues to seek a silver lin- 
ing by moving from Highfield 
Road to a multi-purpose leisure 
complex in order to bolster the 
club’s financial security, 

Richardson spelt out his 
concerns after it was revealed 
that Coventry had made a 
record £10m loss for the year 
ending in May 1997. Coventry's 
turnover increased by 25 per 
cent in that 12-month period - 
from £9m to £I2m - but the 


money nearly all went on wage 
increases, which soared from 
£6m to £S-5ra. 

Richardson said that while 
the dub’s income has continued 
to mount, the cost of players' 
salaries has risen even faster. 
He warned: “The situation is 
the most serious problem fac- 
ing professional football dubs. 
It is hard to envisage a solution 
if a dub is to remain in the Pre- 
miership." 

The Bolton manager. Col- 
in Ibdd, has made a move for 
Leicester City's unsettled strik- 
er Steve Claridge. 

Todd is ready to bid farewell 
to the unsettled midfielder 
Jamie Pollock. Todd left Pol- 
lock on the bench at the week- 
end and the former Under-21 
international has seen him to 
discuss his future. 

Manchester United’s young 
left-back John O'Kane could be 
on his way to Birmingham City. 
Trevor Francis, the Birmingham 
manager, is hoping to sign the 
player next week. 

- Andrew Martin 


Country first 
for Davison 


The Northern Ireland goal- 
keeper Aldan Davison has put 
country before club. 

The Grimsby player was 
originally named in Bryan 
Hamilton's squad for tomor- 
row’s Group Nine qualifier 
against Portugal in Lisbon, but 
had to withdraw because his 
dub undersLudy. Jason ftarcey, 
has suffered a recurrence of his 
hernia trouble. But then the 
Manchester City goalkeeper 
Tommy Wright pulled out of the 
Northern Ireland party - and 
Davison answered Hamilton's 
request to rejoin them. 

“It's nice to be involved 
again hut it's a Catch 22 situa- 
tion for me," Davison said, 
“lve been put in an impossible 
situation between playing for 
my club, who have no fit goal- 
keeper, and joining the North- 
ern Ireland squad." Davison 
also said that he himself is not 
hilly fit. “I’ve been playing with 
an elbow injury for the last three 
weeks,” he said. 


NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK. 


Knypersley Victoria hope to join the big names 


The clubs contesting this 
weekend's third qualifying 
round of the FA Cup know 
that they are just two wins 
away from a place in the first 
round proper and a possible 
tie against glamorous oppo- 
sition like Fulham or BuniJey. 

For teams like Yeovil 
Town, who entertain Chip- 
penham, the first round is fa- 
miliar territory. That is not the 
case for several of the small- 
er clubs still in (he competi- 
tion, like Wood bridge Town 
from Suffolk, who travel to 
Solihull Borough on Sunday, 
and the Staffordshire side 
Knypersley Victoria. They 
entertain Spalding tomorrow 
after achieving one of the best 
results in their history in the 
last round: a 3-1 home win 
over the Dr Martens League 
champions, Grcsley Rovers. 

“We did just as well in the 
first qualifying round when wc 


beat Atherstone, who are 
doing better than Gresley this 
season," a proud John Shenton, 
Knypersley's secretary, said 
yesterday. “This is only our 
third season in the FA Cup." 

Woodbridge are having to 
make the long journey to the 
West Midlands because the 
Football Association has 
reduced the rcgionalisation 
of the qualifying rounds. 
Another Suffolk side, Sudbuiy 
Wanderers, fell foul of this in 
the last round. After holding 
Bromsgrove Rovers 1-1 at 
home, they went to Worces- 
tershire for the midweek re- 
play without some of their best 
players, who could not take 
time off work, and lost 2-0. 

Leighton James, the 
former Burnley and Wales 
winger, is back in management 
at the UniBond League club 
Accrington Stanley. He was 
previously in charge of Gains- 


borough Trinity, Morecambe^ 
and Nethcrfield. James ex-V 
celled at cricket in the summer" 
when, playing for Heyshanv;' 
be broke the record for runs ; 
scored in a season in the - 
Westmorland League. 

Elsewhere in the UniBond. ■ 
League, the Gretna goal-"' 
keeper. Glenn Johnsfone,~iS-~- 
raaking a name for himself,-’ 
having scored two goals last .-, 
month with kicks from inside . .. 
his own penalty area. 

The Littiehampton goal-, 
keeper, Mark Howells, W, 
less luck from much dosere 
range last month. An FA Cap"" 
"ppky against Marlow was d©r i 
cided by a penally shoot-out^ 
and after all 20 outfield pUty3-* 
ers scored with their spotikicis.ij! 
so did the Marlow custodian/: 
Jamie Jackson. Howells shot J 
wide, though, to give MarlOytf 1 
an 11-10 shoot-out success-/. "" 
- Rupert Metajflv- 
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RUG6V UNION 




Cup winners' path 
to Europe barred 


Morgan and 
Evans out of 
Wales squad 


•. The new sponsors of 
; England's' national 

knock-out cup will 
tetwantf this season's 
Winners with a cheque 
£50,000. But they 
their competition 
to carry a far greater 
incentive: direct entry to 
. the Heineken European 
jpup- Chris Hewlett reports 
oh a delicate problem 
for die country’s rugby 
-authorities. 


<\ 


-.Success breedssuccess, but ft also 
.trecds friction and discord. The 
peineJcen Cup may have estab- 
lished itself as the pre-eminent 
dub competition in northern 
hemisphere rugby in the space 
bfa stogie extram dinaiy year, but 


’ " s BticaI football currently to be 
' fcamdbouncing around thecom- 
mrOiee rooms of Europe, 
jfk Everyone wants a piece of 
me action, but theie is only so 
much action to go round; as any 
clubhouse barman will con- 
grm, it is impossible to cram a 
-J^oart into a pint pot. And 


'ten™ lay the seeds of conflict. 

the next few months, the 
debate over the future confie- 
uratioa of the Heineken Cup is 
Jttely to generate more argu- 
ment than a chance meeting be- 
tween Briye and Pontypridd in 
Le Bar Toulzac. 

Carlsbeig-Tetley, muiti- 
“flhon pound sponsors of Eng- 
land’s domestic knock-out tour- 
nament, believe Lhe winners of 

“Tot competition should qualify 
automatically for the Heineken. 
Tney know full well that while 
qualification is restricted to the 
top four finishers in the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership, the Tfedey’s 
Bitter Grp win remain a very def- 
inite second on the leading 
clubs' list of priorities. 

“We’re probably too late to 
secure Heineken entry for next 
season because the Premiership 
campaign has already started, 
but we’re very keen to see the 
1999 Telly's Bitter Cup win- 
ners qualify for the 1999-2000 
tournament," said Huw 
Thomas, a spokesman for the 
sponsors, yesterday. The com- 
pany will have an awful lot of 
persuading to do; at the mo- 
ment, the overwhelming feeling 
amongst the Premiership dubs 


’goers 


Sleightholme in freefall 


en 


Jon Sleightholme ’s career con- 
tinued to freefall yesterday 
when Bath told the England 
wing that his services were no 
longer required. 

The 25-year-old Sleight 
holme, who has 18 months of 
a three-year contract remaining, 
agreed to go on the transfer list 
■pee Bath made their feelings 
Known. 

Several leading Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership dubs have al- 
ready made enquiries about 
signing the Yorkshireman, who 
has been capped 12 times, al- 
though Bath will demand a 
£1 (10,000-plus, transfer fee. 

Only two weeks ago the 
new England coach, Clive 


Woodward, ignored Sleight- 
holme's claims for a place in the 
23-man national squad prepar- 
ing to tackle New Zealand, 
South Africa and Australia. 

"I have spoken to Jon, but 
this matter is between me, him 
and the club. I would rather 
keep it that way," Andy Robin- 
son, the Bath coach, said. 

Bath's chief executive, Tbny 
Swift, said “The crunch is that 
we cannot guarantee Jon reg- 
ular first-team rugby." 

Sleightholme, who scored 
five tries during an unbroken. 
13-match Englaodnm,gaveup 
a full-time, .leacWqgJob at. 
Bath's Cufverbay School last 
year to concentrate on rugby. 


is that the league holds sway 
over cup. 

"It’s something we can dis- 
cuss, certainly," said Donald 
Kerr, chairman of the English 
Rugby Partnership, the body 
that administers domestic club 
competitions and has an all-im- 
portant say on who should 
progress to the Heineken. “But 
I think the current feeling is that 
those sides who battle their way 
through 22 hard Premiership 
games are the ones most wor- 
thy of a European Cup place/' 

Given that prevailing view, 
Cartsberg-TeiJey are likely to get 
theirway only if the English suc- 
cessfully argue for a fifth 
Heineken participant. ERP be- 
lieves England to be under-rep- 
resented - an attitude that has 
seriously annoyed the Welsh, 
Scots and Irish - and intends to 
press the Heineken directors 
for another place. 

Their chances of immediate 
satisfaction appear to be zero, 
however. Roger Pickering, the 
Heineken tournament director, 
said yesterday: “We've made it 
quite clear that the present 20- 
team format - four clubs from 
England, France and Wales, 
three from Ireland and Scot- 
land, two from Italy - will re- 
main m place for another two 
years. There will be no change 
in that period “ 

Even when Pickering and his 
colleagues do decide to change 
the qualification system, Eng- 
land are by no means certain to 
force an extra place. If any coun- 
try deserves a fifth slot, it is 
France; the Tricolores domi- 
nated last season’s second- tier 
European Conference and are 
likely to contribute at least five 
of this year's quarter-finalists. 

As far as the investors of 
Carlsberg-Tetiey are concerned, 
the Heineken incentive ap- 
pears out of reach, at least for 
the time being. Next May's 
Twickenham showpiece will be 
a sell-out of course, but it will 
not oflfer the most sought-after 
reward of alL 


leuan Evans, V&les* leading try 
scorer and most-capped play- 
er, and Kevin Morgan have 
been left out of the 36-sfrong 
squad announced by Kevin 
Bowring for next month's in- 
ternationals against Tbnga and 
New Zealand. 

Both Scott and Craig Quin- 
ncll are back in favour for the 
games on 16 and 29 November, 
after at one time being threat- 
ened with losing their places if 
they put their dub, Richmond, 
before their country. 

Evans, who recently moved 
from Llanelli to Bath in a 
£75,000 deal, has a groin prob- 
lem, and Bowring was quick to 
say; “Based on form and fitness, 
this squad is the strongest avail- 
able. leu an Evans is missing on 
fitness, rather than retirement, 
grounds." 

Morgan, the Pontypridd 
foll-back. who has played in 
Wales' last four internationals, 
is included in a 17-man devel- 
opment squad. 

Pontypridd are prepared to 
travel without their alleged bar- 
room brawlers if they secure a 
Heineken Cup rematch against 
the holders, Brive, in France. 
Under French law. No 8 Dale 
McIntosh, hooker PhQ John and 
centre Andre Barnard cannot 
visit the Correze region while in- 
vestigations continue into 
events at Brive’s Bar Toulzac. 

An examining judge has told 
the trio they have a case to an- 
swer. and are therefore barred 
from entry, unless Pontypridd 
can obtain legal exemption. 

The Welsh club have written 
to Heineken Cup directors re- 
questing a reduction in their 
£30,000 fine, imposed after the 
match in France, as they believe 
their punishment - a £15,000 
fine with £15,000 suspended - 
is too severe. 

“We are not refusing to pay 
our fine,” Cenydd Thomas, the 
club's chief executive, said. “But 
I have written to European 
Rugby Cup limited seeking a 
reduction. Vfe want a situation 
whereby we have a £10,000 
fine and £20,000 suspended." 


JUDO 


Heavyweight Douiliet spearheads takeover by France 


The mantle ofworld judo could 
slipping away bom Japan, the 


sport’s founding country, and 
transferring to France - at least 
on the evidence of the first day 
of the World Championships in 
Paris yesterday. Of the four fi- 


nals. two saw confrontations be- 
tween the two countries, and on 
both occasions, France walked 
away with gold medals, as David 
Douiliet and Christine Cicot 
snatched the laurels for the 
heavyweight categories. 


Douiliet, at 28, now joins 
Japan’s Yasuhiro Yamashita as 
the only heavyweight to win 
three consecutive world titles. 

Britain made an undistin- 
guished start Michelle Rogers, 
the heavy eight, lost twice and 


won once, against Germany’s 
Sandra Kdppen. The light 
heavyweight Keith Daws, also 
won one and lost two. Both, and 
Chloe Cowen, also a light- 
heavyweight were outclassed. 

- Philip Nkksan 
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Ice hockey 
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Swimming 

Austnafiafe Mchaal KSm set a world 
record of 52.15S8C for the 100m but- 
terfly on Vtfechasday at the Aus- 
trafan championships. Kfinfs time 
bettered the previous world record of 
52Z7 sat by Deris Pankratov, of Rus- 
sia. at the 1896 Atlanta Olympics. 
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Tennis 


Cricket 

Cref Hooper, the West JncSan Test afr 
rounder, wfl be returning to Kent as 
mefr overseas player next season. 

South Africa wfll hotf encketb resur- 
rected Under- 19 W orld Ctyj n Janth 
ay next vast The tournament was last 
had in flustrafa ri isaa 
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Motorcycling' 

Nefl Hodgson w9 rtde for Kawasaki 
in DSKtseascnte World Susertice se- 
ries. The curent works Ducafl rider 
from Burnley replaces Simon Crafai; 
who is switching to the 500cc grand 
prix droit 

Leon Hastam, tha 14-yeer-oW "Pock- 
et Rocket* end son of the former 
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Football 

David ftocasae has iwwed » HfiOty 
oh a three-month k®? tST 
Chefaee. The former Engirt mid- 
SMoc wK be eig»3telo fees 
kiWbdnesdayS Coca-Cola Cup third 
■ round fe a Si James' Park. 
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with Honda in next yeart British 125 
championship, HasteanwontheNew- 
ccrrwre race at the British Grand Prix 
at Bonington. 
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Rugby Union 

utaty bade Non Summers has joined 
Wakefield, the AAed Dirtnr Pre- 
miership TWo side, from the rugpy 
league ch*> Fea th e ret one Rovers on 
a emmonfl? deal with a view to a per- 
manent move. 
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NUMBER 


500 


The estimated number of 
women who have regis- 
tered wift amateur taring 

dubs for the 1997-S8 sea- 
son, during which the 
Amateur Boring Associa- 


nafiona! championships. 
As part of the pre-contest 
medcaJ examination, 
women Dodosts wB be re- 
qtied to sign a dfedajmer 
that they are not pregnant 
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Chris Boarrfman on his way to bronze in the individual time 
trial in San Sebastian, Spain, yesterday Photograph: AP 


Bronze medal for Boardman 


The glinting bronze medal 
around his neck summed up 
Chris Boardman's racing year. 
It ended yesterday in San Se- 
bastian as Britain's best known 
cyclist put a shine on what he 
called “my worst -ever season." 

His third place in the world 
time trial championship fol- 
lowed a gold in 1993 and a sil- 
ver last year, and four months 
of purgatory. 

After displacing two verte- 
brae in a Tour de France spilt 
he fell again in the World Cup 
race at Rochester in August, 
bruising the base of his spine. 

Then two weeks ago he was 
making a bed at his Wirral 
borne Mien he cracked a rib 
stretching over a bed rail. . 

“It did not affect my per- 
formance," said Boardman, 


who winced his way through a 
press conference with the new 
champion, Laurent Jalabett of 
France, and the Ukrainian sil- 
ver medallist, Sergei Gontcbar. 
He was 20sec slower than Jal- 
abert, who upset the specialists, 
and 17sec behind Gontchar. 

“My season? Crap would be 
a good description," Boardman 
cold a radio reporter. Yet in July 
he had worn the yellow jersey 
of Tbur de France leader - a 
lifetime ambition fw cyclists. 
“With each setback my morale 
has gone down. I did not really 
want to come here, but it is my 
job. I don’t like coming to a ma- 
jor event below form," he said. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (San Sobaa- 
ttan, Sp) Man's 42km ttim Utah 1 L JaJ- 
abert (FrJ 52n*i isec 2 S Gontchar (Ukr) 
+3setr, 3 C Boardman (GB) + 20 . 


- Robin Nkholl 


Archer’s novel 
approach may bring 
some colour 


Fresh from 

resuscitating the Tory 
party m Blackpool, 
Jeffrey Archer has 
turned to breathing 
new life into the game 
of snooker as president 
of the sport* governing 
body. Rupert Cornwell 

reports on a pairing 
that may. not be as odd 
as it sounds. 


The last time amember of the 
peerage fcbefieved to have held 
a comparable job was when 
Lord Alveiston, best known as 
the judge who sentenced Har- 
vey Crippen to death in 1910, 
took the behn of the Bffliards 
Ass ociatio n Control Council, 
a forerunner of the World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association. 

Yesterday, however, in the 
august surrounds of the Mace 
of Westminster, Lord Archer 
was not donning any Wade. cap. 

Rather, like Toad discovering 
the motor car, he proclaimed 
his latest public passion to the 
world . “I love the game," he 
said, claiming be had first 
welded a cue as a lad at the 
Weston-super-Mare YMCA. 

And if yesterday’s perfor- 
mance was any guide, be could 

be just the tonic needed to lift 
the sport from its present dol- 
drums: Not that die audiences 
aren’t there — 12 million 
watched on television as Ken 
Doherty beat Stephen Hendry 
for the 1997 Embassy World 
Championship, more than 
watched the Wimbledon final. 
But sponsors are getting as 
hard to find as those flawed su- 
perstars who once caught the 
nation’s imagination. 

“The strength of the game 
in the past was its characters," 
Lord Archer declared, “the 
game needs them, and well 
have to build on that*" But it 


may be easier to find new 
backers to replace the dis- 
credited tobacco companies, 
than replacements for the 
ravaged Alex Higgins and 
that etemalfy anguished, eter- 
nal r unn er-up Jimmy White. 

“My son asked me what a 
gentleman was,” he went on, 
’T told him alxad the time JW 
my^ White told the referee he’d 
touched the cue ball, when no 
one, not even the TV cameras, 
picked it up. That's what be- 
ing a gentleman means.” 

So what will the Archer 
therapy consist of? Clearly, if 
nothing else, a higher public 
profile, and, maybe, an end to 
the cultural snobbery to which 
snooker has fallen victim since 
its heyday in the Eighties. 
With his appointment, he said, 
“I suspect there’ll be a lot of 
people who come out of the 
woodwork and say they love 
the game." And as for that 
“beer and fags” albatross 
around snooker’s neck, 
“Look, Z don't drink beer and 
1 don’t smoke — so that gets 
rid of that problem.” 

Then there is the Archer 
energy, the bubbling enthusi- 
asm of a man who has all the 
gravitas of a supercharged 
puppy dog. Snooker, one sus- 
pects, won’t know what’s hit 
it. “HI go to all the champi- 
onships and The Crucible 

too. I could never get in, now 
HI be there in the front row. 

“1 have some ideas," he in- 
sisted, but it would be a month 
or two before they’re un- 
veiled. But some dues could 
be gleaned. He does not 
favour dropping the black tie 
and waistcoat dress code. Nor, 
to judge from the answers of 
Rex Williams, the WPBSA 
chairman, and of Doherty 
himself, is there much likeli- 
hood of radical change, such 
as smaller pockets, to make 
harder a game which today's 
Steve Davis dones can render 
ridiculously, boringly, easy. 


All Beef. No Bull 
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Nothing in this world is free. At Gateway 2000 we’ve 
never been afraid to show yon onr prices - or our 
configurations. We're proud of the components that make 
up our value-packed systems. Our philosophy, since day 
oae, has been to give our customers the right combination 
of price, quality, service and technology for the best value 
in the computer industry. 

Thke a close look. Our G5-166M comes loaded with top- 
notch features to make it an excellent multimedia system . 
Ami the included hjgb-qnality Epson Stylus 300 Colour 
printer takes it to the next leveL This spectacular all-in- 
one system is only £999 (excluding VWT and delivery). 

Or we'll custom configure a system tor you - no problem. 
Our desktop systems come with a 30-day money-back 
guarantee (shipping costs not refundable) plus freephone 
technical support for as long as you own your PC. 

And it's from a name you can trust -Gateway 2000. 
With 11 years of direct marketing of PCs under our belts 
we really know what it takes to satisfy customers. Don't 
leave your PC buying to just anyone - call Gateway 2000 
today! 


G5-166M 


a had !66MHz ftotinro* Processor with MMX" technology 

■ 16MB SDRAM, (expandable to 256MB) 

■ 512JC Pipeline Bust Carte 

■ 3 S' 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mi (sb oh 12X min/16X tan 120ms CD-ROM Drive 

■ Quantum'* 1.6GB 10ms Ultra AIA Hard Drive 


■ Altec® Lansing ACS41 7W Speakers 

■ ATI RAGE n+ 3D Graphics Actdewiorw/ 2MB50RAM 

■ Epson" Stylus 300. 720 dpi Cdour Printer 

■ US Robotics Sportster Winraodem" wito x2™ Technology t56Khps*j 

■ 15" CryslaKcW TCO-92 0-28dp Monitor' 

■ ATX Desktop Case 

■ Microsoft* Windows 95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS° Windows 95, MS IntelfiMmw" 

■ MS Of Gee 97 Small Business Edition Plus 

■ 3 Year Umiled Warranty 

£999 (£1210.25 inc. VAT & delivery) 


Drop by the Gateway 2000 Showroom and test oar 
wide range of PCs for yourself! 

10 Bedford Street • Covent Garda ■ London WC2E 9HE 

Showroom Hours of Business: 

12.30 pm - 6 JO pm Mondays 

9.30 am - 6.30 pm Tuesday - Friday 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturdays 
Gosed Sundays and Bank Holidays 
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"You’ve got a friend w the business. * 

0S00 39 2000 

http:// www.gateway2000.co.uk 
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Commons touch comes to snooker as Lord Archer takes his cue 


TENNIS 



Henmanpi&v 
Apell ihttt ;7S 
third round 


Tara Henman qroiseb^njoj 
to ' the^thinl'zbuad of foe £ 
Ibophgr in Viajnaye^lea^y’ 
his on going"Tiattle- withjpp 
Riisedsld to be 
1 continued. -J. ■" - : ; r*C: 

as he beat Sweden’s JaiAisfe 


ranked No 727 in thetv 



Lord Archer (right) and Ken Doherty celebrate the peer’s appointment as president of the World Professional Billiards and Snooker Association yesterday with a game across the Thames from the 
Palace of Westminster. After rousing the Tory faithful in Blackpool clearly a spot of pot black was called for in a baize of publicity Rupert Cornwell, page 31; photograph, Robert Hal lam 


Hoddle’s red herrings keep everyone guessing 


Amid the bluff of build-up* 
England’s coach was 
saying little ahead of 
tomorrow's World Cup 
qualifier - about tactics 
or the state of Beckham 
and Southgate’s health* 
writes Ian Ridley in Rome. 
Tony Adams* however* 
was making all the right 


Coaches often like the waters 
to be muddied before a big 
match. There is bluff, then 
double-bluff, for the benefit, or 
otherwise, of the opposition. 
Even the odd injury scare is 
throw in, thus diverting talk 
away from any tactics or team 
selection issues that might give 
ideas to one’s opposite number. 

It has to be said that Glenn 


Hoddle is up there with the best 
- or worsL A man who would 
probably like to see any 
prospective privacy laws 
extended to the England team 
until 30 seconds before kick-off, 
he can also impart more red 
herrings than Agatha Christie. 

What to make, then, of his 
bulletins yesterday on David 
Beckham and Gareth South- 
gate, before tomorrow' s Wbrld 
Cup tie against Italy? The for- 
mer is said to be suffering from 
a heavy cold, the latter from an 
injury that the coach told the 
press he “would rather not go 
into'*, having indicated on tele- 
vision that it was a thigh. Beck- 
ham does have the snuffles 
but surely they will not keep 
him out of the match. The 
Southgate “problem", howev- 
er, sounds more serious, stop- 
ping him, Hoddle said, from 
training yesterday. 


“We’ve all played with 
colds," Hoddle said, “and with 
three sabs you have got the op- 
tion of changing. It depends if 
he is drained of energy levels. It 
is different with injuries, though. 
You can’t take chances with lig- 
ament injuries, for example." 

If Southgate is ruled out, the 
waters may actually be clearing 
finally in this Longest of murky 
media weeks. It begins to look 
more Ukely that Gary Neville 
and Sol Campbell will play in 
a back three with Tony Adams 
between them, and, as captain, 
to put an experienced arm 
around each. No announce- 
ment will be made until today, 
but Adams was yesterday talk- 
ing the talk of a leader. 

Not that of the “big roar" 
figure of old. either, but a man 
-now 14 months sober after ac- 
knowledging bis alcoholism - 
who has been through so many 


intense occasions in the past, 
not least at Euro '96, and recog- 
nises that pumped-up tub- 
thumping may actually be 
counter-productive. 

“If that needs to be done. I'll 
do it," he said. “But you can’t 
go and manipulate these things. 
You can’t motivate a certain per- 
son if he doesn’t want iL You 
need to observe people and if 
there is anything that has to be 
done you go and do iL Me bang- 
ing on toilet doors never won 
football matches. Me scoring or 
giving a good display of de- 
fending wins football games." 

“I can only advise, pass on 
some experience. You have to 
let people be. AH of the boys will 
be motivated anyway so it might 
be a process of calming a few 
of the young ones. \bu can go 
over the top in these situations 
with the enthusiasm, running 
round like headless chickens. 


“At Euro V6 my philosophy 
was calming down and using 
your brains. Wfe have always had 
the strength, the 100 per cent 
effort. They are always going to 
give their best Maybe it’s a bit 
of knowledge, a bit of calm that 
has been lacking in the past." 

Adams, 3 1 today, who said 
he was feeling "serene”, was 
echoing a theme that Hoddle 
has begun to expound as match 
tune approaches. There is a the- 
ory doing the rounds that hewili 
throw a surprise with his team 
- probably an idea he would en- 
courage himself - as he did in 
the match at Wembley, won 1- 
0 by Italy in February, when 
Matthew Le Tissier was se- 
lected. 

We are unlikely to know un- 
til kick-off time if it has anything 
to do with Paul Gascoigne, 
since Hoddle decided against 
him speaking to the media 


yesterday, to some Italians' an- 
noyance, probably not least 
the photographer who is still 
seeking compensation after a 
court agreed that Gazza had 
assaulted him. Given the “calm 
down, calm down" way Hoddle 
was speaking yesterday, how- 
ever, he could be pondering the 
inclusion of a Scouser, perhaps 
Steve McManaman. 

“One thing we have had to 
do every training session is 
take the foot off the pedal a lit- 
tle bit," Hoddle said. “We have 
had quality sessions training for 
an hour, no more. If we had 
gone on and done all I wanted 
to do, we would have done too 
much." The work he said, was 
always with the ball and always 
technical. When asked if it was 
similar to when he had played 
for England, his answer was 
pointed. "No," he replied. 

The players arc no different 


from the rest of us, keenly await- 
ing game time, not least because 
of the lengthy, secretive build-up 
of this week. England, enclosed 
in a training complex on the edge 
of the city, are detached from the 
mounting excitement as the first 
wave of replica shirts arrived yes- 
terday, which is dearly Hoddle’s 
aim as he seeks to lake the sting 
from the encounter. 

“The atmosphere in the 
Olympic Stadium will be an as- 
pect but I don’t think it will be 
the difference between winning 
and losing," he said. “As a pro- 
fessional, as soon as the whistle 
goes, you are focused on the job 
in hand and I can speak through 
my own experience. Whichever 
team is focused and plays their 
natural game will win the matdv." 

The day England won 
in Rome, page 30 


' . ter being ouf for ovw.aF-yd® 
with a shoulder injury, 6 3. . 

to setupa match 
vakiaBr Karol Kucera todays 

; Henman jidnufosdRij$e& j 
Id's recent surge up foe wcjjj - 
ranking? is helping hifofofc j 
own quest to break into ta 
world’s' top IQ. ‘ - \ 

Henman was British N$y; . . 
until August, wIfoii;RMsedsi 
took over from bim- The C : 
nadian-bora left-hander foe 
finished runner-up. in foc i) -- 
Open before winning ra*Basi 
to consolidate Iris' po&tibftii 
No 1 in Britain andraaveup* 
world No 4. : ■ iv j 

. Henman's recent yieforyt 
the President's Cup jn it&frcp S 
etan was unable to lifthfcafo^ 
er than world No- 21 
had climbed to a careCT-ho^ £• 
No 14 earlier in the 

But after besiting . 
Henman insisted: 
healthy rivalry. TWefre pushM^ 
each other higher arid higfaerij 
the rankings and now it's GregS: 
turn to lead the way " > 
Henman; who teat ffotiggr- 
6-4, 6-1 in Basle last weefcj-; 
added: “Getting Jan wastfta' 
bad second-round riraw arid 
was happy with the way.'i“ 
played.” 

The defending champion;' 
Jonathan Stark, reached this" 
quarter-finals of the Hcmekea; 
Open in Signapore yesterday;- 
with a hard-fought seafofo.; 
round win over the S^akiftPs 
Jiri Novak. 

The 26-year-old American) 1 ; 
who upset the wodd No Zand 1 
top seed. Michael Chang ing 7 
first round, found a timely sec* 
ond wind to prevail 6-3. 3-6, 6$' 
in lhr 27min._ y 

Stark now plays Sweden?,; 
Magnus Gustafsson for a place 
in the last four after Gustafey 
son, seeded seventh, beat the . 
German Martin Sinner 7-6p 
4-6, 6-3 in another tough quar- 
ter-final. 

The unseeded Stark's 
over Novak, who. is ranked H \ 
places above 1 the world No 9$ • 
took (he American's unbeatjjk 
run at the tournament to nmp 
matches. Sweden's Thomas Jet 
hansson also advanced to the 
quarter-finals with a 64, 64 win 
over Ihe South African Marcos 
Ondruska. ". 
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ACROSS 

I Disciple less exalted af- 
ter reduction in flock (8) 

6 Avoid doing nothing (4) 

9 End of luck is encoun- 
tered - that’s fate (6) 

10 Severe character carry- 
ing it is returning (7) ’ 

II Match given by item of 
luggage, for example (4. 
4) 

12 I wait with male in the 
same place (6) 

13 It’s encountered in 
“quaking earth" circles 
(7.5) 

16 What to wear when 


20 Checked and tried most 
of fair cryptic (S) 

22 Exclamation from Scot, 
tucking Into cheese and 
bread (7) 

23 Gels ready for English 
jokes (6) 

24 Part of trip (a through 
roure) (4) 

25 Foreign city, capital of 
Hirkey, remains linked 
to part of England (8) 


you’re out late’? (5-7) 
Supplier of pictures re- 

. . Armvri with 


quffid? Arrived with 

artist (6) 


DOWN 

It’s used for cooking 
(like electricity in rings 
almost lit up (5, 3) 
Maximum speed, say. il- 
luminated around mo- 
torway (5) 

Seriously getting your 
own back? (4.1,9) 


5 Compensation concern- > 

ing clothing (7) I 

6 Mitre budded in bump I 
shows damage (9) 

7 Distinguishing feature j 
long observed in Court ; 

(b) • 

S LONDON LAND- 
LORDS? (7,7) 

14 Composer producing the : 
din - him. possibly (9) I 

15 Boy not growing exercis- I 

es perturbed parent j 

(5-3) . ; 

17 Hill split open in flood ( 
(7) j 

IS Country sport cut short [ 
- not enough inclination 1 
(6) 

21 Student, in a panic, has ' 
to fail (5) 


As a contest, "it's close”, Ted- 
dy Sheringham said. Italian 
defenders and English jour- 
nalists have much in common, 
he declared yesterday when 
asked which he feared most. 

Sheringham missed Eng- 
land's 4-0 vjcloiy over Moldo- 
va at Wembley lost month with 
cracked ribs but seems certain 
to return against Italy after scor- 
ing against Juvcntus for Man- 
chester United last week. 

“There were a lot of things 
going on that nighL I was sur- 
prised it took so long for action 
to be taken." Sheringham said 
yesterday as he offered an in- 
sight into how physically tough 
an ordeal it is likely to be to- 
morrow in Rome's Olympic 
Stadium. “They are vciy clever 
in their manner. Perhaps it 
won't be a straight-out kick like 
the English but they will have 
their first ‘tackle* in some way. 

“Football is always physical 
hut in different ways at differ- 
ent levels. Against Italy, it won’t 


be like Wimbledon pumping the 
ball up in the air and then bat- 
tling for that. If you watch from 
the corners, Italian defenders 
don't let you move at alL 

“They actually start with 
the hands round you and don't 
let you move. How it’s not a 
foul. I'll never know. But they 
seem to gel away with it and ho 
you have to adapt to thaL You 
have to manoeuvre away from 
that and find your own space by 
losing your man.” 

Earlier this week, Paul Incc 
spoke of his experiences at In- 
icmuzionalc and how he was 
taught to take the man if not the 
balL as far away from the penal- 
ty area as possible. Sheringham 
is well aware of the dangers of 
retaliation. "The last thing you 
want is 10 men for the last 40 
minutes," he said. 

Yesterday, the word from 
wiLhin the Italian camp was that 
they feared a partnership of 
Sheringham and Ian Wright and 
were unsure of their own from 


pairing; whether, even, to com- 
bat with a back four or three. 
Certainly, Sheringham said, 
Wright was high on confidence 
while he himself was beginning 
to find his feet at Old Trafford. 

“United haven’t seen the 
best of me yet hut it has been 
coming together and last week 
helped." he said. “When you 
are winning you can only see 
yourself winning." The aim on 
Saturday, he added, was a sim- 
ilar display to last year's 2-0 win 
in Georgia. 

"That was the most profes- 
sional performance I have ever 
been involved in," said Sher- 
ingham. “Wc need something 
like that again but it is going to 
be harder because the Italians 
have a lot more about them 
than the Georgians." At IeasL 
though, he will not have to wor- 
ry about the tackling of off-field 
adversaries who take “one 
word out of place and make it 
a headline." 

- Ian Ridley 


Gallacher injury upsets Brown’s plans 
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Kevin Gallacher may be forced 
to miss Scotland’s crucial World 
Cup qualifier against Latvia at 
Celtic Park tomorrow. 

The Blackburn Rovers strik- 
er suffered a recurrence of an 
Achilles tendon injury during 
training at Kilmarnock yester- 
day. Gallacher is rated as 
doubtful and wUt have a fitness 
lest this morning. 

The Scotland manager. 
Craig Brown, admitted that 
Gallacher’s absence would se- 
riously affect his plans to come 
up with the victory the nation 
is demanding. Gallacher has 
scored five goals in the last four 


qualifiers, including two against 
Belarus last month at Aber- 
deen. 

"It would be a big blow to 
lose someone like Kevin but we 
will have another look at him 
tomorrow." Brown said. “He 
has scored against Austria. 
Sweden and Belarus in the 
group and is on fire for us. Wc 
have been seeking the right 
partner for him. Now we may 
have to look for two strikers." 

Scotland overcame Latvia 
2-0 in Riga last October - but 
Biown delects signs of progress 
in the former Soviet republic. 
"Theirteam is mainly made up 


of players from Skonto Riga 
and they are improving at club 
level." he said. “Skonto lost to 
Barcelona in the European 
Cup this season but gave them 
a real fright at the Nou Camp. 

“After that experience l 

don’t expect the Latvians to 
freeze in front of 50,000 at Park- 
head. T am sure they will play 
a different way to Belarus. I ex- 
pect them to try and lake the 
game to us, not sit back." 

The Latvians flew into Ed- 
inburgh yesterday and had their 
first training session at the 
Glasgow junior club. MaryhiH, 
last night. 
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